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Abdnl Shafi to run in Mlf-nile polls 

CAIRO (AF^ — A leading Palestinian oppo»tion Hgure in the 
Gaza Strip said Monday his party would run in self*nile elections 
next year despite its boraiity to the autonomy accords sign^ with 
Israel. When asked if he would participate in the elections. Haidar 
Abdui Shafi told the Arabic daily Al Hayau ‘*Yes. We consider 
the elections extremely important. “I don't rule out the participa- 
tion of myself or the Movement for Building Democracy (MBD) in 
elections because they may be the only way to try to get out of the 
crisis we are in.” He also uiged Hamas to run in the elections. 
“Hamas is a political organisation and T call on ^ political 
organisations to parfidpate in the elections," he said. Dr. Abdul 
Shafi, the former chief raestinian negpdator with Israel, stressed 
his opposition to the West Bank autonomy deal si^ied on Sept. 28 
which allows the holding of elections for a self-rxile council. He 
said: “Israel continues to build seitlements (in the West Bank) and 
this robs the peace process and even talks on final status of any 
meaning." 




mes 


An independent Arab political daily 

AmJjV'I ijh 


an Press Foundation 


At least 1 4 killed in Mexico cpiake 

GUADAL AJARA (AFP) — Al least 14 peo^e were killed and 
100 injured Monday in the western Mexican state of Jalisco when a 
strong earthquake measuring 7.5 on the Richter scale rocked much 
of the country, offidals said. Damage was heaviest in the towns of 
Puerto Vallaria, Tenamaxtian, Sayula. Ciudad. Guzman, Ameca, 
Zihuatlan. Autlan and La Huerta, Jalisco state spokesman Juan 
Manuel Navejar said. The municipal marketplace in Zihuatlan 
partially collapsed, and there also was damage to the town hail and 
telephone company farilities. officials said. The seismology office 
of the National Autonomous University of Mexico reponed the 
7.5 reading on the quake, which it said had its epicentre on the 
northwest P^fie coast between Colima. Jalisco and Michoacan 
states. Red Cross and police in Mexico City said there were no 
immediate reports of damage or injuries there. Electrical and 

E hone service were interrupted in some areas' of the capital, 
owever. 
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His Majesty King Hussein is rec^ved upon his return home along with Her 
Majesty Queen Noor on Monday by His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
(Petra photo) 


King, 
Queen 
return 
, home 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Their 
Majesties King Hussein 
and Queen Noor returned' 
home Monday following 
what the King described as 
highly sucoe^ful vints to 
the United States, Britain 
and France. 

‘The visit to the United 
States gave me the chance 
to have talks with President 
Clinton and senior U.S. 
officials," said the King, 
who de^bed the talks as 
frank and dear. He said the 
discussions covered, among 
other things, bilateral rela- 
tions and the atuation in 
the Middle East region as 
well as the Mid^e ]^t and 
North Africa (MENA) eco- 
nomic conference. 

King Hussein, who 
attend^ the S^t. 28 sign- 
ing ceremony in Washing- 
ton of the Palestinian- 


Israeli agreements on ex- 
panding autonomy, said 
that the agreement was a 
major step forward. 

“I hope that the future 
will see more progress. It is 
obvious that will take time 
and determination to make 
peace a reali^," said the 
King, expressing hope that 
comprehensive peace and 
setti^ent wQI be achieved 
before too long with the 


partidpation of Syria and 
Lebanon. 

Asked if President Qin- 
ton would attend the 
MENA conference later 
this month, he said: ‘T am 
not aware that the presi- 
dent himself will be coming 
but certainly there will be a 
high-level delegation." 

He added that an elite of 
world leaders will be taking 
part in the gathering. 


Asked about the propos- 
al to set up a Middle E^t 
development bank, the 
King said he bad always 
sought the presence of a 
finandal source for funding 
projects in the region at 
reasonable terms. 

Referring to the needs of 
the Jordanian Armed 
Forces that he discussed 

(Coatimied oo page 7) 


Prince urges radio and TV to 
focus on national achievements 


Nunn quits 

ATLANTA (AFP) — Sam 
Nunn, a veteran senator and 
a leading authority on U.S. 
defence matters, announc^ 
Monday he would not seek 
.. reelection, .dealing a new 
^blow to Democratic Party 
hopes of regaining control of 
Congress. One of the most 
respected lawmakers in 
Wa^iogton, Mr. Nunn be- 
came the-ei^th Democratic 
senator to announce his re- 
tirement ahead of elections 
next year, compared to only 
one Republican senator. 

Aideed’s 'minister' 
reportediy defects 

MOGADISHU (AFP) — A 
Mogadishu newspaper Mon- 
day published a letter pur- 
portedly written by Colonel 
Ahmad Omar Jess to 
announce he was planning to 

? utt as warlord Mohammad 
arah Aideed's “defence 
minister.*' The letter, 
stamped “confidential,” -was 
addressed to the Kenyan 
armed forces chief of general 
staff. General Mahamond 
Mohammad, but his office in 
Nairobi could not confirm 
Monday that such a letter had 
been received. Both men are 
of the Ogaden clan, present 
in both north-east Kenya and 
south-east Somalia. Col. Jess 
controls the lower Juba Val- 
ley region of south Somalia, 
and bis militiamen are on the 
outskirts of the port dty of 
Kismayu, held by General 
Mohammad Smd Hira “Mor- 
gan,” a bitter rival who was a 
son-in-law of late dictator 
Mohamad Siad Baire. 

. dead, 20 missing 
m Aigerian mishap 

ALGERS (AFP) — At least 
^ people were killed, one 
s^onsly injured and 20 mis- 
sing after a lony acddent in 
southern Algeria, according 
to oew figures released by the 
guard and reported by 
ratbo Monday. On Sunday 
fdlowing the accident, 23 
people were reported dead. 
State radio said Monday the 
eocident near L^houat, 250 
lolometies south of Algiers, 
was caused by the collapse of 
a bridge weakened by the 
torrential downpours. The 
official news agency A^ said 
Sunday the lorry had skidded 
on the wet road surface. 

Rabin, Peres win 
Orthodox prizes 

TTEL AVIV (AFP) — Tlie 
Greek Orthodox Patriarchate 
of Jerusalem Monday 
awarded peace, prizes to 
Israeli Prime blister Yit-. 
2hak Rabin and Foreign 
bhnister Shimon Peres. Tne 
two men have been awarded 
die patriarchate's “(jolden 
tfwce Prize” in recognition 
W their signing of peace 
accords with the Palestinians 
and thier efforts to establish 
an overall Middle East peace . 
plan. The men will receive 
the award during a ceremony I 
on Jerusalem's Mount of i 
Olives on Oct. 17. I 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
on Monday called on the 
information services to focus 
attention on Jordan's 
achievements in the political, 
social and economic fields 
and help reflect a bright im- 
age of the Kingdom to the 
world. 

By doing so the Informa- 
tion services will help en- 
hance self-confidence in 
Jordanian and Arab citizens, 
said the Regent during a visit 
to the Joioan Radio and 
Television Corporation 
(JRTC). 

Addressing a meeting of 
the higher steering commit- 
tee for information for the 
Middle East and Nonh Afri- 
ca (MENA) conference later 
this month, the Regent said 
that building self-confidence 
was a basic requirement, 
which needs the use of 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iraq appealed to the U.N. 
Securi^ Council on Monday 
to take into account Bag- 
dad's cooperation on dis- 
armament when it decides 
this week on whether to lift 
economic sanctions crippling 
the country. 

The newspaper of the rul- 
ing Baath Par^, Al Thawra. 
Sara it would be “Ic^cal" for 
the Security Council to con- 
sider “the progre^ made by 
Iraq*' on dismantling its nuc- 
lear, chemical and biological 
weapons programmes. 

“The Security Council 
must adopt a just position 
because Iraq has sincerely 
met its obligations." the paft 
er said. 

The special U.N. panel on 
Iraq's disarmament was to 
deliver a downbeat report to 
the Security Council this 
week, which should delay any 
chance of easing U.N. sanc- 
tions on Baghdad, Western 
^plomats in New York sud. 

The detailed report by 
U.N. disarmament cMef Rolf 
Ekeiis is due to be relayed to 
the Securi^ Council Wednes- 
day and discussed by Friday, 
they said. 

It was expected to state 
that Iraq tried to cover up a 
biological weapons program- 
me, and there still were 
doubts over what t^pes of 
now-banned weaponiy Bagh- 
dad might have squirreled 
away since the 1991 Gulf war. 


genuine information in radio 
and television programmes 
while covering conference. 

He said that care should be 
taken to avoid anything that 
might cast suspidon on the 
country's political march. 
Efforts should be made to 
reflect the Kingdom's de- 
velopment and achievements 
over the past decades, he 
said. 

He said that the informa- 
tion services have a serious 
responsibility to convey the 
correct information to the 
public. 

Stressing that the peace 
process helps to establish 
security and stability, the 
Crown Prince pointed out the 
importance of "the peace- 
building process" and the 
prospenty peace will achieve 
for the countries of the re- 
gion. 

The peace process has 


a diplomat close to the affair 
stud. 

Iraqi Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Tareq Aziz reiterated in a 
letter published Saturday that 
the Iraqi arsenal had been 
di^anued and that Bagh- 
dad's recent disclosures did 
not call into question its com- 
mitment to elrmniating the 
weapons completely. 

Several countries have 
been trying to persuade Iraq 
to accept Resolution 986 
allowing Baghdad to export 
limited quantities of oil to 
earn funds to buy food and 
medicine. 

The crippling oil and trade 
embaigo wa^ imposed when 
Iraq invaded neighbouring 
Kuwait in August 1990. until 
being driven out seven 
'months later by a U.S.-led 
coalition. 

Kuwaiti Crown Prince 
Sheikh Saad Al Abdullah Al 
Sabah said Monday that 
warnings he recently made 
about continued Iraqi threats 
to Kuwait were real and 
based on documented in- 
formation. 

The Al Siyassah daily 
newspaper last month quoted 
Sheikh Saad, also prime 
minister, as saying the three 
months starting Oct. IS 
would be “extremely diffi- 
cult" for Kuwait and that 
Iraq might be preparing for 
another attack on the emi- 
rate. 

His remarks had a negative 
impact on the economy. 


been instrumental in enhanc- 
ing the country's credibility 
before the worid, he said. 

The Regent said that Jor- 
dan faces the challenge of 
being able to address the 
world about its achieve- 
ments, especially as it enjoys 
a central location between 
Europe and Eastern A»an 
nations and also has a role in 
enriching regional and inter- 
national cooperation. - 

The Regent told the meet- 
ing, attended by deputy 
prime ministera Abdul Raouf 
Rawabdeh and Khaied Kara- 
ki as well as the directors of 
information services th^ Jor- 
dan had to come up with 
programmes that would en- 
couTB^ contacts with other 
countries. He stressed the 
need for linking Jordan with 
the outside world taking good 
advantage of the MENA 
meeting. 


especially the stock market. 
Some columnists and mem- 
bers of parliament claimed 
they were designed to distract 
public attention away fi'om 
an forthcoming report a 
parliamentary inquiry into 
ravernment ^eparedness to 
deal with Iraq's August 1990 
invasion of Kuwait. 

“I do not ' want In this 
gathering to speak in de- 
tails," Sheikh Saad told a 
news conference Monday. 

"Discussing this topic 
might be in the interest of the 
destroyer of Iraq (Saddam 
Hussein). We receive our in- 
formation from our own 
sources, sisterly and brother- 
ly countries, and build our 
strategies accordingly." He 
did not elaborate. 

Sheikh Saad denied that he 
had specified a time frame for 
Iraqi threats to materialise 
when be spoke last month in 
a men-only, evening gather- 
ing known as diwaniya. 

“I tell you without any 
hesitation, beware of that 
man (Saddam). Hts aggres- 
sive intentions... are still 
there and he has a strategy,” 
Sheikh Saad said. "As for 
when he starts implementing 
it, only God knows." 

Referring to the forthcom- 
ing report by the pariiamen- 
tary inquiry, he said he was 
re]»red to lell Kuwaitis ev- 
erything. "I take full respon- 
sibility for what happened,” 
he told the news conference, 
held at his seaside palatte. 


Iraq pushes campaign 
for an end to sanctions 

Kuwaiti premier says his fears of 
invasion are based on information 


Israel to free 1,000 detainees, 
evacuate W.Bank town today 


Combined agency dispalcbcs 

ISRAEL PLANS to free 
some 1 000 Palestinian in- 
mates Slid hand over one of 
its occupation offices in the 
West Bank on Tuesday, but a 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) official ex- 
pressed concern over the 
slow implementation of the 
peace accord. 

"There was a decision that 
more than 1,000 men will be 
released on Tuesday,” said 
Aliza Goren, spokeswoman 
for Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin. 

She said the prisoners 
would include those con- 
victed of “criminal and secur- 
ofiences." 

Under the Washington 
accord. Israel will move 
troops from six West Bank 
towns and from pails of Heb- 
ron, w'^ere 4(X) Jewish set- 


tlers live among 120,000 
Palestinians. 

Israel will also hand over 
civilian authority in some 450 
villages and towns to the 
PLO but would maintain 
overall security there. 

Under the accord. Israel 
was to have, begun rede- 
ploying its troops on (^. S. 

The Israeli army mean- 
while extended for another 
week the closure of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip until the 
end of the Jewish holidays, a 
military spokesman said. 

The closures had been due 
to be lifted at dawn Tuesday, 
but will now end next Tues- 
day. Oct. 17. 

The Gaza Strip was sealed 
off on Sept. 20. followed by 
the West Bank on 27. 
on the eve of the signing in 
Washington of the Israeli- 
PLO accord. 

The closures have already 


been extended twice since 
they were slappied on the two 
areas, preventing 30,000 
Palestinians from travelling 
to work in Israel and badly 
affecting income. 

Israel Radio said the mea- 
sure was taken to thwart any 
attacks by Palestinian hard- 
liners to mar the Washington 
ceremony. 

Senior Israeli and PLO 
officers met in Gaza on Sun- 
day to discuss a timetable for 
Israeli army redeployment. 

Tayeb Abdul Rahim, an 
aide to PLO Chairman Yas- 
ser Arafot, said the PLO was 
worried alraut the timetable 
for Israeli army redeploy- 
ment and with the failure to 
release all female prisoners as 
stipulated by the agreement. 

"The start of implementa- 
tion of the ^eemeni with 
the Israeli side is not en- 
couraging and does not pro- 


vide much comfort," said Mr. 
Abdul Rahim, secretary- 
general of the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA). 

He said the Israeli side at 
the meeting “were acting as if 
they were trying to impose on 
us an agreement other than 
what we had agreed upon." 

Israeli and PLO officials 
said on Monday that the 
Israeli army intends to start 
evacuation offices in the 
West Bank this week begin- 
ning with its office in Salfit 
village on Tuesday. 

Salfit Mayor Hassan Al 
Azeer said Israeli officers 
briefed village leaders on 
Sunday on evacuation plans 
and told them to prepare for 
the handover on Tue^ay. He 
said the Israelis had already 
taken out all equipment. 

Israeli officials said three 
other offices would be closed 
by the end of the week. 


Bosnia truce delayed until 
Sarajevo utilities restored 


Sabotage 
suspected 
in Amtrak 
derailing 

GILA BEND. Arizona 
(AFP) — A cross-country 
passenger train hurtled ofr 
sabotaged tracks into a ravine 
in the Arizona desert Mon- 
I day, killing one person and 
j injuring 1()D, authorities said. 

“The track has been tam- 
pered with,” Maricopa Coun- 
I ty Sheriff Joe Arpain said, 
adding that there was other 
* evidence of sabotage which 
be said he could not disclose. 

The Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation (FBI) also opened 
an investigation, officials 
said. 

A crew member was killed 
and at least 30 people were in 
' critical condition, said Nor- 
man Jones, spokesman for 
the Arizona State Depart- 
ment of Public Safety. 

Mr. Jones said an engineer 
aboard the train had seen 
something “suspidous" on 
tile traclK just before the 
crash occurred. 

llie Amtrak “Sunset Li- 
mited" was carrying about 
250 passengers from New 
Orleans, Louisiana to Ixs 
Angeles. California, when it 
went off the rails at 2:20 a.m. 
(0920 GMT) in a remote 
stretch of barren desert 
northwest of Gila Bend, Ari- 
zona. 

“The car was beginning to 
twist and turn," a passenger 
told Q4N. “Then it slowly 
tilted as it was moving and 
shaking and then, suddenly, 
boom!” 

Most of the passengers 
were sleeping when the train 
hie the brakes and went 
careering off the track, pas- 
sengers said. 

“We opened the windows 
to get the people out. There 
were a lot of {xople shocked 
in that car." another passen- 

t er told CNN. “It was very 
ifficult.” 

A dormitory car, two 
sleepers, a diner, lounge, two 
coaches and a baggage car 
derailed.” Amtrak said. Four 
of the cars tumbled off a 
trestle into a dry ravine, it 
said. 

The 12-car train's two 
locomotives stayed on the 
track, it said. 

The train, which ordinarily, 
originates in Miami. Florida, 
took on passengers in New 
Orleans and additional cars 
in San Antonio. Texas. 

It was the second fatal 
crash for the Sunset Limited 
since Sept. 22, 1993, when it 
went off a trestle bridge and 
into a Bayou north of 
Mobile^ Alabama, killing 47 
passengers and crew. 

Last year, an engineer was 
killed and 370 people injured 
when an Amtrak “Silver 
Meteor" derailed near Sel- 
ma. North Carolina, while 
travelling from Miami to New 
York. 

Helicopters filled the sky 
as Blackhawk choppers of the 
Arizona National Guard 
joined 11 medical helicopters 
to take out the wounded. 


SARAJEVO (AP) — Bos- 
nia's latest ceasefire was de- 
layed Monday after a tense 
day of shelling, NATO air- 
strikes and failure to restore 
utilities to Sarajevo. 

"It will not happen because 
the conditions have not been 
met yet,” said Hasan Mura- 
tovic, the Bosnian govern- 
ment's minister in charge of 
relations with the United Na- 
tions. 

The ceasefire had been 
scheduled to take effect at 
one minute after midnight 
(roi GMT Monday). 

Mr. Muratovic, appearing 
on Bosnian television, said 
both the government and the 
Bosnian Serbs did as much as 
they could to restore electric- 
ity and natural gas service to 
Sarajevo, but could not get 
the job done. He said tiie 
truce will take effect as soon 
as that work is done. 

Restoration of utilities to 
Sarajevo was a key condition 
of a ceasefire accord bro- 
kered last week by the Un- 
ited States. 

Earlier Monday, NATO 
planes attacked Serb targets 
in northeastern Bosnia ^er 
Serb shelling of government 
territory killed a Norwegian 
peacekeeper and claimed 


SALLOUM (AFP) — Some 
900 Palestinians thrown out 
of Libya and trapped at its 
border with Egypt have 
announced they would begin 
a hunger strike on Tuesday to 
protest being barred from 
their homeland. 

The strike is "to protest the 
inability of Arab govern- 
ments to assure our return to 
Palestine freed with Israeli 
imransi^nce," one of the 
Palestinians told A^ on 
Monday. 

He said the Palestinians had 
sent messa^ to the United 
•Nations, the Arab League 
and the U.N. Human Rights 
Commission announcing the 
strike and asking for help to 
get to the GazaJtrip and the 
West Bank. 

A ^roup of 200 stranded 
Palestinians had blocked the 
road through the internation- 
al zone between the bbrders 
in protests on Saturday and 
backed down only after set- 
ting a 72-hour grace period 
before restarting the protests. 

The deadline runs out 
Tuesday if a solution is not 
found to their plight, an offi- 
cial at the Salloum border 
post said. 

Another 30 expelled 
Palestinians arrived from 
Libya on Monday in the 
camp set up by Tripoli in the 
300-metre no man's land be- 
tween the Egyptian and Li- 
byan border^, the official 
said. 

He said a top-level Libyan 
security official met with 
Egyptian security authorities 
at Rjas Al Hikma, near Marsa 


dozens of civilian casualties. 

Alliance spokesman Cap- 
tain Mark Van Dyke said that 
two NATO aircraft dropped 
laser-guided bombs on Serb 
command-and-control posts 
near Tuzla. 

The attack came amid a 
surge in shelling and fighting 
in Bosnia in a^ance of the 
scheduled ceasefire. 

U.N. spokeswoman Major 
Myriam Sochacki said in 
S^jevo that two shells hit 
dose to the Tuzla airpon 
Monday afternoon, injuring 
one Norwegian {^cekeeper. 

"He died on his way to the 
hospital," said Maj. 
Sochacki. U.N. officials said 
the death led to the airstrike. 

A U.N. offidal in ^greb, 
Croatia, said the air attack 
occurred at 4:25 p.m. (1525 
GMT) and NATO's target 
was southest of Tuzla. The 
air raids were the first NATO 
military action since Oct. 4, 
when three missiles were 
fired at a Bosnian Serb radar. 

Des{»te the sharp increase 
in shelling and fighting — 
which has contributed to the 
failure of dozens of other 
truce over 316 years — B^ 
nian offidals cited the utili- 
ties problem as the main 
reason for delaying this ceas- 


Matruh, 320 kilometres into 
Egypt from the border. 

The two sides "discussed 
ways to solve the problem of 
the expelled Palestinians," 
the border offidal said with- 
out identifying the offidals or 
providing details. 

Most of the 900 have been 
trapped in the desert zone for 
more than 10 days after being 
refused ent^ by Egypt be- 
' cause they did not have prop- 
er papers allowing them pas- 
sa^ onto another country. 

They left Libya after its 
leader Muaimnar . Qadhafi 
began a campaign to expel 
'the 30,000 Palestinians living 
on his country's soil back to 
Gaza and the West Bank. 

Colonel Qadhafi, present- 
ing himself as the “protector" 
of the Palestinians, began the 
expulsions in a bid to prove 
the “failure" of Israel-' 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) self-rule 
accords, insisting Palestinians 
should be allowed to return 
home. 

The Egyptian daily Al 
Akhbar quoted on Monday 
high-level sources as saying a 
meeting between Qadhafi 
and Egyptian President Hos- 
ni Mubarak was “expected 
soon to show the (good) rela- 
tions between the two coun- 
tries." 

The sources told the gov- 
ernment paper that . “the 
problem of the expulsions is 
on its way to being solved and 
a number of (Palestinians) 
will be transported to the 
Gaza Strip." 

The two leaders would also 


efire. 

U.N. engineers were rac- 
ing to reconnect Sarajevo to 
electricity and natural gas 
supplies, the Bosnian govern- 
ment's main condition for 
agreeing to start the cease- 
fire. According to the agree- 
ment, the ceasefire will not 
start until Sarajevo has gas 
and electricity. 

"We would be fully pre- 
pared to go along with foe 
ceasefire agreement if the uti- 
lities are repaired,” Mr. 
Muratoric said ^rlier Mon- 
day. 

Col. Fetid Buljubasic, 
spokesman for the Bosnian 
army, indicated that the ceas- 
efire was likely to be delayed. 
When it does go into effect, 
be said, foe army “will abso- 
lutely respect" it. 

The Serb official in charge 
of relations with foe United 
Nations, Maksim Sianisic, 
said repairs were being made 
to the power lines. He said 
his side was doing everything 
possible to ensure foe repairs 
were made. 

Bosnian President Alija 
Izetbegovic said Sunday that 
although the utility work 
might delay the stan of the 
ceasefire, fighting would not. 


discuss in their meeting “foe 
latest employments in the 
Lockerbie affair." the paper 
said. 

A “high Palestinian offi- 
cial" in Gaza lold foe govern- 
ment daily Al Ahram that 
100 Palestinian families 
would enter the Strip from 
Libya “within foe n:xt few 
days." 

"An agreement has been 
reached for the return of 100 
families living in Libya to 
Gaza in the next few days 
once Qadhafi changes his 
(expulsion) decision and re- 
turns the remaining expelled 
Palestinians" to Libya. Al 
Ahram said in its Monday 
edition. 

The source appeared to be 
referring to the return of 
Palestinians stranded in no- 
man's land. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa met Col. Qadhafi 
in Libya near the Egyptian 
border on Friday to persuade 
him to back off the campaign 
and to hand him a message 
from Mr. Mubarak. 

Arab diplomatic sources in 
Cairo said Mr. Musa al so 
reminded foe Libyan leader 
of “what Egypt has done (for 
Libya) in the Lockerbie 
affair." 

C^iro. while respeciins'the 
air embargo imposed on 
Libya in 1992, has mediated 
for Libya with the United 
States and Britain, which ac- 
cuse Tripoli of harbouring 
two suspects in the 1988 
bombing of a Pan Am flight 
over Lockerbie. Scotland, in 
which 270 people died. 


900 stranded Palestinians 
plan border hunger-strike 
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11 election hopefuls from Muslim 
Brotherhood are arrested in Egypt 











CAIRO (Agencies) — Egyp- 
tian police detained on Mon- 
day 1 1 prornineni members 
of the Muslim Brotherhood 
in a nationwide security 
crackdown, a spokesman for 
the illegal but influential fun- 
damenialisi group said. 

Mamoun Hudeibi said the 
detainees — academics, 
lawyers and doctors — were 

taken into cu.stody shortly af- 
ter they were fingerprinted 
before officially declaring 
themselves candidates in 
November's parliamentary 
elections. 

"it's not a coincidence, 
that much I c<tn tell you.” 
said Mr. Hudeibi. whose de- 
puty. Mohammad Ghareib. 
was among those arrested. 
"We sit here everyday and 
wait for whom else they're 
going TO take in. I mean 
what's preventing them from 
doing it?" 

The arrests are the latest to 
hit the group, the largest and 
most influential in the coun- 
try. and which the Brother- 
hood says are aimed at pre- 
venting its members from 
taking'pan in the elections. 

The government denies 
this, but has arrested more 
than ISO members since the 
beginning of the year. It also 
began a^ociating the orga- 
nisation with the armed 


Islamist groups trying to 
overthrow President Hosni 
Mubarak's rule and install a 
strict Islamic slate. 

Islamists, opposition par- 
ties and civil rights activists 
have attacked the govem- 
mem for trying the Brother- 
hood leaders at military 
courts because they are civi- 
lians who committed non- 
violent offences. 

The latest seven detainees 
included were university pro- - 
fessors or doctors. They were 
picked up in a dawn raid in 
Cairo and other governo- 
• rates. 

The Interior Ministry re- 
fused to comment on the 
arrests. 

The Brotherhood spokes- 
man said none of the men 
had announced their candida- 
cy but were expected to run 
as independents in Novem- 
ber. 

Chief among those 
arrested was Abdul Menem 
Abdul Fattah. former head of 
the medical union and a 
candidate in the parliament 
elections, police said. 

Police accused them of 
“supporting terrorist ele- 
ments in a number of pro-, 
Vinces with necessary funds' 
and aiding the families of 
fugitive militants/' 


“The financial support was 
part of the Brotherhood's 
backing of extremist forces to 
ensure their support to leg- 
islative elections," police 
said. 

They added they had unco- 
vered a large number of 
“o^nisational documents." 
which showed the Brother- 
hood also planned to create a 
new political party, the Egyp- 
tian Salvation Party. 

Those arrested included 
the head of the scientists' 
union, A1 Sayed Ai Abdul 
Sitar Al Miligi. according to a 
list sent by me Brotherhood 
to AFP. 

The remainder were lead- 
ing union figures as well as 
parliamentary candidates. 
One was a member of the 
team of lawyers defending 
the 49 Brothers already on 
trial before a military court. 

3 killed in south 

A teenager and two Mus- 
lim militants were shot dead 
in two separate incidents near 
the town of Malawi. 3011 
kilometres south of Cairo, 
police said on Monday. 

Bikr Ragab Hamed. 15. 
was killed when a soldier 
enforcing a curfew in Al 
Roda village accidentally 
fired his wea^n late Sunday, 
police said. 


Towns in Mlnya province, 
especially Malawi, have come 
under police curfew since the 
region became centre stage 
for attacking by Muslim mili- 
tants. 

Meanwhile, police killed 
two militants while conduct- 
ing a security sweep in sugar 
cane fields between Nawai 
and Ashmunin village outside 

Malawi. 

The two militants opened 
fire on the police patrol, 
which returned fire and shot 
them both dead. Militants 
ohen use the high-growing 
cane fields as hideouts. 

The two killed had yet to 
be identified, police said. 

The deaths brought to K91 
the number killed since 
March 1992 in a conironia- 
tion between the police and 
militants seeking to over- 
throw the government of 
President Mubarak. 


Journalists set deadline 

Egypt's journalists have set 
a Dec. 24 deadline for the 
government to draw up a 
press law to replace a tough 
one they say suppresses fre~e- 
dom of expression, the daily 
Ai Ahram reponed on Mon- 
dav. 


Filipina maid’s appeal hearing adjourned 


AL *AIN (AP) — The appeal 
heaiiitg of a 16-year-old Fili- 
pina maid sentenced to death 
for stabbing her employer to 
death was adjourned to Oct. 
30 following a closed session 
Monday that lasted more 
than an hour. 

Sarah Balabagan. a Mus- 
lim from the Philippines' ' 
sonthem Mindanao province, 
was led into the oouitroom in 
handcuffs and escorted by 
two policewomen. She sat 
inside an irpn cage at the 
no-jury court and brought 
out when summoned by die 
judge. 

Minutes into the proceed- 
ings, presiding Judge Biyah 
Ben Al SaJik ordered about 
100 spectators and journalists 
inside the courtroom to 
leave. The decision was made 
at the request of defence 
lawyer Mohammad Al Amin, 
he said. 

Defence attorneys later 
said they made the request on 
instruaions from the Philip- 
pines embassy and a senior 
official of the Information 


Ministry said the decision was 
made because Ms. Balabagan 
was going to testify on details 
of the aSeged rape attempt 
by her 85-year-old employer. 

It was in the same court- 
house last month that Ms. 
Balabagan was sentenced to 
death by a no-jury Islamic 
court for the murder in Al 
'Ain of Almas Mohammad 
Al Baioushi. She said she had 
killed hjm when he tried to 
rape her at knifepoint. 

Court documents showed 
she had stabbed him 34 
times. 

“I want Sarah executed," 
Faraj Al Baioushi, one of the 
victim’s sons, said after ^n- 
day’s session. 

In contrast, some 700 Mus- 
lims and Christians displayed 
a rare show of unify Monday 
when they rallied in a south- 
ern Philippines town to seek 
divine intervention for Ms. 
Balabagan. 

Defence lawyers said the 
crux of their defence lay in 
exposing flaws in the pre- 
vious trial. 


Salman Lutfi, one of the 
lawyers defending Ms. Bala- 
ba^n, sud the penal code 
under which his client had 
been charged called for a 
maximum sentence of life im- 
prisonment. 

He said the court also had 
“overlooked important fore- 
nsic evidence and testimony 
by a physidan proving there 
was attempted rape." he 
said, adding that the defence 
wanted an acquittal. 

About an hour after Mon- 
day’s proceedings began, 
police entered the courthouse 
and plastered on bulletin 
boards seven large photo- 
graphs showing Baioushi 
lying in a pool of blood. 

Television crews were 
allowed to film the photo- 
graphs but there was no im- 
mediate <^lanation of the 
police aaion. 

Ms. Balabagan's case has 
become a cause celebre, both 
in the Philippines and the 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE1, which has been sur- 
prised at the negative publi- 


dty generated by it. 

Philippines President Fidel 
Ramos has dispatched sever- 
al envoys to help with Ms. 
Balabagan's appeal, includ- 
ing former Supreme- Court 
Judge and Islarmc law expert 
Abdul Wahid Bidin, 

The tens of thousands of 
Filipinos working in this oil- 
rich Arab country have been 
holding prayer sessions for 
Ms. Balaba^n since she was 
sentenced to death Sept. 16. 

She had initially been sent- 
enced to seven years in prison 
at an earlier trial in June. Bui 
that verdict was quashed and 
a retrial was ordered by the 
government following pro- 
tests in the Philippines that 
the girl should have been 
acqmtced. 

But the September death 
sentence caused another up- 
roar in the Philippines, where 
the government Is anxious to 
avoid a repeat of the dt- 
plomatic row which erupted 
in March over the execution 
in Singapore of a Filipina 
maid. 


Lebanon launches safety campaign 


BEIRUT (AP) — Lebanon 
has launched a five-year in- 
jury prevention campaign 
to reduce the growing num- 
ber of accidents on the 
country's battered roads, in 
tile workplace — namely on 
the post-war reconstruction 
sites — and at home. 

The campaign is backed 
by the health, interior, 
education and information 
ministries and aims to re- 
mind people of safety stan- 
dards that have been for- 
gotten during the 15-year 
civil war. 

A month-long media 
campaign launched on 
Sept. 15 is focusing on acci- 
dents caused by drunk driv- 
ing, failure to use seat belts 
and speeding. 

It will be followed by an 
awareness campaign target- 
ting schoolchildren and a 
nationwide poll to identify 
the most frequent accidents 
and how to deal with them. , 
said campaign coordinator 
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Peggy Hanna. 

“In 1990 there were 2,000 
road accidents in Lebanon. 
'Two years later, the num- 
ber has doubled. From 
January until August this 
year we have had 6,000 
accidents," said Gfaassan 
Maaluf, an orthopedic 
surgeon. 

Dr. Maaluf, who heads 
the national campaign, said 
speeding was “the number 
one killer of teenagers in 
Lebanon," where more 
^an 500 people have died 
in the first nine months of 
1995. 

For Dr. Maaluf the 
priorities are to make auto- 
mobile insurance compul- 
sory in Lebanon and en- 
force the 1977 law requiring 
the use of seat belts. 

“Half the patients at the 
Beit Shabab centre for the 
'handicapped are victims of 
‘car accidents,” he said in 
reference to a rehabilitation 
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institute which opened dur- 
ing the conflict with the 
spedfle purpose of caring 
for victims of the war. 

He added that the Health 
Ministry was spending S12 
to $15 million each year on 
emergency care for accident 
rictims. 

According to the Asso- 
ciation of Lebanese Insur- 
ance Companies (ACAL) 
only 220,0w vehicles are 
insured in Lebanon, a coun- 
try of 1.4 million cars for 
around four million inhabi- 
tants. Experts say 55,000 
cars are imported monthly. 

The Interior Ministry, 
meanwhile, introduced 
several amendments to the 
outdated 1967 highway 
code, namely raising all 
. fines involving traffic viola- 
tions 10-fold, according to 
the official gazette. 

Motorists are bwned, for 
the first time, from drinking 
and driving, using mobile 


phones while driving and 
throwing trash from the 
windows, while bikers 
to wear helmets. 

“From now on people 
will have to think tvrice 
before committing traffic 
violations," Interior Minis- 
ter Michel Mutt warned 
this week. 

The miiiistry was also 
preparing a spraal au^- 
ness campai^ to outline 
the amendments — the first 
since 1991 — to the ^neial 
public, Mr. Muir ssud. 

At high risk also were the 
thousands of construction 
workers involved in Leba- 
non's multi-billion post-war 
reconstruction schemes and 
employed by hundreds of 
private companies across 
Lebanon. 

Beirut newspapers fre- 
quently carry reports of 
workers killed or wounded 
in construction-relat^ acd- 
dents, but no statistics have 
been available. 
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BBC VISITS GAZAi Palestinians in Gaza City on Sunday surround the British Broadcasting 
Corporation's (BBC) double-decker which Is louring the Middle East as part of a publicity campaign tor 
the BBC's Arabic-language service (AFP photo) 


Lebanese businessmen to 
attend MENA conference 


By a Joirlan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — More than a 
dozen Lebanese bu.rines.s- 
men will participate in this 
month's Middle Eu.st and 
North Africa (MENA) 
economic summit in Am- 
man despite their coun- 
try's official boycott of the 
event, sources in the busi- 
ness community said 
Monday. 

“The private sector 
does not feel itself bound 
by the political position 
adopted by the govern- 
ment.'' said one source. 
".Many L e b -a n c s e 
businessmen believe that 
they stand the ri.sk of 
being left out completely 
from the opportunities 
that the occasion presents 
Itself." 

“Lebanese business- 
men have to be there at 
the conference at least to 
know for themselves what 
is going on and what role, 
dii^ or indirect, they can 
play in an era of peace in 
the region." added the 
source. 

Conspicuous by their 
absence at the Oct. 29-.M 
summit will he rhe gov- 
ernments of Syria and 
Lebanon, which argue 
that it is premature to 
discus.s regional economic 
cooperation involving 
Israel since they have yet 
to make breakthroughs in 
their peace negotiations 
with the Jewish state. 


At the same time, both 
countries will be attending 
a European Union (EU) 
conference in Barcelona. 
Spain, in late November 
along with Israel and 
other Mediterranean 
countries, including Jor- 
dan. 

According to the busi- 
ness community sources, 
the Lebanese government 
is not barring business- 
men from the country 
from attending the Am- 
man conference. But the 
Syrian government has 
iifiplicitlv warned off Sy- 
rian businessmen, accortl- 
ing to the sources. 

A provisional list made 
available to the Jordan 
Times indicated that there 
will he at least five partici- 
pants from Lebanon at 
the MENA summit. They 
include representatives of 
Banque Paribas. Curgnur 
Brothers. Uniceramic sal 
and Jummal Trust Bank 
sal. 

However, according to 
the sources, “more than a 
dozen others" have also 
confirmed their participa- 
tion but they do not want 
their names to be formally 
released at this point in 
lime. 

The list doe.s not con- 
tain any Syrian business- 
men. However, several 
Syrian nationals who hold 
dual nationality are ex- 
pected to he at the summit 
representing European 
companies. 

The public position 
adopted by Damascus and 


Beirut towards regional 
cooperation involving 
Israel is belied by the 
anxiety both the Syrian 
and Lebanexe govern- 
ments show to remain ful- 
iv briefed about the de- 
tails of the working 
groups of the muitilater.il 
phase of the Middle East 
peace process, diplomatic 
sources say. 

According to the 
sources, senior non-Arab 
diplomats from the work- 
‘ ing groups regularly visit 
Damascus and Beirut af- 
ter every working session 
to brief Syrian and 
Lebanese government 
officials on what trans- 
pires at every meeting. 

"The briefing sessions 
were initiated upon the 
request of the govern- 
ments of Syria and Leba- 
non shortly after the Mos- 
cow meeting." said a di- 
plomatic source, referring 
to the first conference of 
the multilateral phase 
held in the Russian capital 
in early 1992. “Since then 
the bnefings have been 
very regular." 

"The behind-rhe-.veene 
Syrian and Lebanese in- 
terest in the multilateral 
pha.se is one of the key 
elemems that have con- 
vinced European and 
American diplomats that 
it is only a mutter of time 
before Damascus and 
Beirut formally join re- 
gional economic coopera- 
tion involving Israel." 
added rhe diplomatic 
source. 


Townsend takes over as 


CAABU director 


A^fMAN (J.T.) — Cyril D 
Townsend, a Conservative 
Party member of the British 
parli^ent. took up the post 
of director of the London- 
based Council for the 
Advancement of Arab- 
British Understanding 
(CAABU) on Oct. 1. 

Mr. Townsend, who has 
represented the constituency 
of Bexleyheath since 1974, 
has enjoyed a long and f^it- 
fill assoaation with CAABU. 


including serving as joint 
chairman from 15^ to 1992. 
a CAABU statement said. 

A former military officer. 
Mr. Townsend has extensive 
experience of the Middle 
East and has made numerous 
visits to the region. He is at 
present chairman of the Con- 
servative Middle East Coun- 
cil and writes a weekly col- 
umn for the Arabic-language 
newspaper A) Hayat. 
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Mr. Townsend, who will be 
woricing for CAABU on a 
part-time basis, proposes to 
devote his energies to restor- 
ing the council's high profile, 
particularly in diplomatic, 
media and academic drcles, 
the statement said. 

He will be available to 
comment on current political 
events in the Arab World and. 
welcomes contact with the 
media, it added. 
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Carey 
calls for 
end to 
Sudan 
civil war 


JUBA ( AP) — They came by 
the thousands from the coun- 
trywide. lining the road from 
the airport to the cathedral. 

■ The message they heard was 
simple: “We have suffered 
enough." 

Archbishop of Canterbury 
George Carey arrived In the 
heart of southern Sudan, 
speaking to victims of a 12- 
year civil war largely forgot- 
ten by the rest of the world. 
He urged an end to the fight- 
ing that has killed an esti- 
mated 1.3 million people and 
displaced hundreds of 
thousands of others in squalid 
camps. 

“I appeal to the govern- 
ment to seek for peace, i 
appeal to the Sudan people's 
liberation army to seek for 
peace. I appeai'to the govern- 
ment of the neighbouring 
countries to appeal for 
peace." Mr. Ca^y said tn the 
provincial capital of Juba 
Sunday. 

About 75,000 Sudanese 
gathered to hear Mr. Carey 
speak at a moving, open-air 
service outside the All Saint's' 
Cathedra] in this town whose 
fate has mirrored that of the 
war. 

About 1.200 kilometres 
south of Sudan's capital, 
Khartoum, Juba has been be- 
sieged intermittently since 
the mid-19S0s by rebels seek- 
ing autonomy from the 
Muslim-dominated govern- 
ment. Human rights groups 
have accused both sides of 
executions and massacres of 
civilians in the region. 

“You are not forgotten," 
Mr. Carey told the crowd. "I 
know all about your suffering 
in this country." 

"We have suffered 
enough.” he added. 

Mr. Carey, who leads 70 
million Anglicans worldwide, 
planned to visit Sudan in ^ 
1994. The Islamist, govern- ^ 
ment. however, demanded 
that he visits as a guest of the 
state. He refused, fearing 
that the government might 
try to restrict his movement. 
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His Royal Highness I^lnce Faisal Ben A1 Hussein Sunday evening opens the 28th 
Annual General Assembly of the World Airlines Clubs Asociations at the InterCon- 
tinetal Hotel (Petra photo) 


Main WACA deliberations begin today 


Indonesian team discusses commercial, 
scientific linkages with officials 


AMMAN (Petra) — Trans- 
port Is^nister and Acting 
Minister of l^anning Samir 
Kawur Monday discussed 
with a visiting Indonesian 
padiameotaiy delegation 
means of enhancing Jor- 
danian-Indonesian relations 
in economic and commer- 
cial fields. 

Mr. Kawar briefed the 
delegation on the economic 
situation and the invest- 
ment climate in Jordan as 
well as laws and regula- 
tions introduced by the 
government recently to 
attract investors to the 
Kingdom. 

He said projects which 
will be presented at the 
Middle East and Nwth 
Africa (MENA) economic 
summit, to open in Aimnan 
on OcL 29, constitute a 
good opportunity for busi- 
nessmen and the private 
sector. 

The minister underlined 


the important role the 
Indonesian government 

could play in promoting 
bilateral relations and 
increasing commercial 

exchange between the two 
countries by importing Jor- 
danian mineials, such as 
phosphates, potash and 
phosphoric acid. 

He said furthering coop- 
eration between £e two 
countries will eventually 
prompt them to open regu- 
lar an routes and marine 
lines linlring the port of 
Aqaba with that of Jakarta. 

The bead of the Indone- 
sian delegation. Ismail Has- 
san, stressed that his coun- 
ny will play an active role 
in the Anunan economic 
summit, saying the Indone- 
sian minister of economy 
will bead the country's del- 
egation of puWc and pri- 
vate sector representatives 
to the summit 

He noted that his visit to 


the Kingdom at the present 
time aims to enhance bilat- 
eral relations with Jordan 
and TO seek out new invest- 
ment oppommities, namely 
in light of the economic 
openness witnessed in Jor- 

Also Monday, the Indone- 
sian delegation was 
received by Secretary Gen- 
eral of the Foreign Nfinistry 
Ibrahim Naghaway who 
briefed its members on 
regional and international 
issues of common interest 

Mr. Naghaway also spoke 
of die latest developments 
in the Middle East peace 
process and Jordan's focal 
role in it lauding Indone- 
sia's stands on Ar^ causes 
andiis support for the peace 
process. 

The secretary general also 
reviewed Jordanian- 
Indonesian cooperation in 
various fields, including 
economic, industrial, cul- 


tural and scientific areas, 
and expressed the IGog- 
dom's keenness to advance 
such ties. 

On Sunday afternoon the 
Indonesian team had visited 
the Royal Scientific Society 
fRSS ) aiKl met with Vice- 
President. Said Alloush, 
and Assistant Secretary 
General of the Higher 
Council for Science and 
Technology (HCSD 
Khaled Sh^deh. 

Dr. Alloush Imefed the 
delegation on the RSS role 
in conducting research to 
serve the industrial and 
technological sectors and 
contribute to national 
development. 

He said the RSS's activi- 
ties include conducting 
field research and offering 
advisory and technical ser- 
vices to various sectors, in 
addition to providing indus- 
try related shon ai^ long 
term training courses. 


For his pan. Dr. Shreideh. 
briefed the delegation on 
the HCSTs establishment 
and objectives as well as its 
comribudons to economic 
and industrial development 
in the Kingdom. 

Dr. Shreideh said the 
council follows a national 
policy on science and tech- 
nology to achieve its objec- 
tives and works on estab- 
lishing scientific insdtu- 
tioos necessary for the 
development process. 

The council, he added, 
also supports scientific 
studies and guides and 
coordinates scientific 
research in Jordan. 

Mr. Hassan voiced his 
country's desire to enhance 
scientific cooperation 
between Jordanian and 
Indonesian institutibns. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
World Airlines Qubs Asso- 
ciation's (WACA) annual 
^neral assembly will offi- 
cially open its deliberations 
in Amman Tuesday follow- 
ing two days of preparatory 
meetings. 

The conference, inaugu- 
rated Sunday by His Royal 
Highness Prince Faisal who 
deputised for His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, will continue dis- 
cussion of topics earlier 
taken up by its sub-commit- 
tees here Monday. 

Ramzi Shweihat, presi- 
dent of the Jordan Interline 
Oub (JIC), which is host- 
ing the WACA meeting, the 
first in the Middle ^t. 


said the preparatory meet- 
ings discussed relations 
among world airlines clubs 
(known as the Interline 
clubs) and means of 
enhancing their joint pro- 
grammes. 

Mr. Shweihat said the 
participants also (fiscussed 
mftans of developing com- 
munication methods 
between Interline clubs 
around the world and vol- 
untary works carried by 
them, especially in the area 
of rehabilitating the handi- 
capped. 

Tte participants also 
spoke about touristic attrac- 
tions in their countries with 
the aim of promoting the 
tourism industry and the 


concqit of global friend- 
ship. 

Participants in the confer- 
ence represent the five 
areas of the Interline dubs 
— the Near East and 
Afiica, the Far East, 
Europe, South America and 
the Canibbean and North 
America. 

Mr.* Shweihat said that 
after the conclusion of the 
five-day conference the 
participants will visit 
tourist and archaeological 
sites around the Kingdom 
which will greatly improve 
their ability to market Jor- 
dan as a tourist site at the 
international level. 



Her Royal Highness Princess Raiua Abdullah Monday meets with officials at the Jor- 
dan Ika^ Association (^tra photo) 


Princess Rania calls for increased 
exchange between trade groups 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her 
Royd Highness Princess 
Rania AMuUab Monday 
visited the Jordan Tracte 
Assodation (JTA) and met 
its president, Ziyad Fariz, 
and JTA staff to review the 
assodatioo's activities in 
promoting exports. 

The Princess emphasised 
the importance of strength- 
ening JTA ties with the Jor- 
dan Exports Development 
and Commerdal Centres 
Corporation (JEDCO) in 
promoting exports to tradi- 
donal noo-traditioDal 
markets aiwiari 


Princess Rania also 
underlined the need for 
stepping up the exchange of 
information between JTA 
and JEDCO which takes 
advantage of its participa- 
tion in international trade 
fairs. 

JTA Executive Director 
Halim Abu Rabmeh out- 
lined the objectives of the 
JTA, which was created in 
1989 and cuitently has 90 
industrial firms on its mem- 
bership roster. 

Mr. Abu Rahmeh said the 
JTA provides information 
on foreign markets for Jor- 


danian exporters and organ- 
ises the partidpation of Jor- 
danian firms in 
international trade fairs. It 
also arranges for visits by 
trade groups from Jordan to 
foreign countries. 

The JTA is currently 
upgrading its operations 
though the world informa- 
tion netwoik (Internet) to 
provide local manufactur- 
ers and exporters up-to-date 
information on world mar- 
kets, according to Mr. Abu 
Rahmeh. 


Private sector panel to submit 
5 finance projects at MENA 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Finance and Investments 
Sub-committee set up by 
the private sectc^s execu- 
tive committee preparing 
for the Middle East and 
North Afiica (MENA) eco- 
nomic conference has come 
up with a list of five pro- 
jects for the summit, 
according to the sub-com- 
mittee's rapporteur 2yad 
Basba. 

In a statement Monday, 
Mr. Basha said these pro- 
jects included the cr^on 
of a centre or agency for 
credit rating, a re-insurance 
company, a deposit and 
transfer cenoe, a data bank 
and a regional training cen^ 
tre, '■ ■ 

He said the sub-commit- 
tee did not assess the cost 
of these projects because it 
has the capability tp cover 
their cost Neither does it 
aim to acquire partners in 
investment because these 
partners are already avail- 
able. Mr. Basha said 

The sub-committee aims 
to inform international 


investors that Jordan mere- 
ly seeks to develop the 
financial inffastructure of 
its institutions and its sys- 
tems and instruments as 
well as to acquire the mod- 
ern technical means to 
achieve this. 

Mr. Basba said that the 
first Jordanian financial 
institution was set up in 
1907. At present Jordan 
boasts 71 financial institu- 
tions which maintain strong 
ties with foreign banks and 
international financial insti- 
tutions. 

Oftbe71 banks, 65 banks 
are owned and operated by 
the private sector. Mr. 
Basha said. The banks 
employ 94,920 pec^le;- - • 

Following parliament's - 
endorsement of the ijew 
investments law last month, 
representatives of major 
international credit rating 
^institutions visited the 
Kingdom to assess the new 
finance environment and to 
offer ideas and proposals 
for its development. 


Deputies blame government 


(Continued from 12) 
and answers is not enough.” 
Centrist deputies had also 
their share of grievances. De- 
puty Anwar Haddid de- 
scribed the ohe-person, one- 
vote law as a catastrophe and 
complained of the lack of 
basic fecilities to deputies' — 
mainly the small number of 
offices assigned to deputies. 
He also said deputies were 
frustrated and embarrased 
ter the lack of public aware- 
ness to his/her role as law- 
maker. 

“Our voters expect us to 
oppose the government's 
policies while they want us to 

E rovide services for them,” 
teputy Hadid said. "Islam- 
ists and leftists do not fece 
this difficulty.” 

Senator Ma'an Abu 
Nowar, who lashed out at 
one of the House's secretariat 
employees — Hassan Abdul- 
lah — for demanding admi- 
nistrative independence and 
criticising paragraphs in the 
Constitution, highly praised 
the performance of Parlia- 
ment but called for better 
procedures for the question- 
answer sessions. 

Jan Westenbroek, deputy 
secretary general of the 


ICRC visits 

(Continaed from page 12) 
oners for the first time in 
three years. 

Khiam is located across the 
border from Israel, which has 
around 1,000 troops de- 
ployed in the "security 


group' of the European Peo- 
ples Party at the European 
Puliament, said there would 
be difficulties in amending 
the constitution. 

Dr. Westenbroek, lauded 
what he described as the 
frankness of ps^cipants and 
their constructive ideas but 
criticised Mr. Abu Nowar's 
comments as undemocratic. 

"There should be freedom 
of speech here and 1 was hurt 
to see that it was prevented," 
he said, "llie exercise of 
democracy failed to a cer tain 
extent.” 

Participants at the three- 
day seminar drew several re- 
commendations that included 
calls fon 

— Increasing the regular 
parliamentary session to six 
or eight months; 

— Giving more access to 
parliamentarians to propose 
draft laws: 

— Inreroving the basic ser- 
vices offered to deputies: 

— Preventing the dissolu- 
tion of parliament; and 

— Drawing new bylaws 
and taking the appropriate 
steps to include democratic 
rules and principles in curri- 
cuiae at schools and universi- 
ties. 


zone.” 

All Khiam inmates there 
are held on charges of aiding 
and abetting guerrilla anacks 
launched to dislodge Israel 
from the enclave it set up in 
1985 as a buffer against cross- 
border guerrilla anacks on its 
northern areas. 


JBA to prepare information Hie on 
Jordanian-Egyptian private sectors 


AMMAN ( J.T. ) — Tlie Jor- 
danian Businessmen's 
Association (JBA) says it is 
preparing a comprehensive 
file on the relationship 
between the Jordanian and 
Egyptian private sectors to 
be submitted next month to 
the Jordan-Egypt Business 
G>uncil meeting. 

According to a JBA state- 
ment Monthy, the meeting, 
entitled, 'The present situa- 
tion and future prospects." 
will be held in C^o 
between Nov. 7 and 10 and 
will be anended by at leuat 
50 Jordanian businessmen 
representing various 
national ecoodfoic sectorsi ■ 

The Jordanian j^ie^fion.;'.'. 
to meeting will be led 
by JBA Chairman Hamdi 
Tabbaa and will include 



Hamdi Tabbaa 

'several' asfociatiOD roudcir 
'ntembe're; ‘ the statement 
said 

The Jordan-Egypt Busi- 


ness Council was estab- 
lished 10 years ago, and 
over the past years the 
council has held five meet- 
ings alternately in Amman 
and C^airo. 

In these meetings, the 
council usually discusses 
promoting trade exchanges 
between Jordan and Egypt 
and submits recommenda- 
tions to the two countries' 
governments on ways to 
facilitate trade and invest- 
ments by individuals or 
companies, according to 
the statemenL 

It said that the sixth meet- 
ing, which will be held next 
month, designed to dis- 
cuss in particular the execu- 
tion of joint economic ven- 
tures. 



Minister of Public Works and Housing Abdul Razzak Ensour Monday opens an 
intemtional conference on seismology (Petra photo) 


Minister urges experts to employ earthquake 
resistant techniques in construction 


AMMAN (Petra) — Min- 
ister of Public Woiks and 
Housing Abdul Razzak 
Ensour Monday opened a 
three-day mtemational con- 
ference ou seismology urg- 
ing countries to exchange 
information, expertise a^ 
modem technology. 

Attended by SO ^legates 
fi'om eight Arab states and 
seven foreign countries, the 
conference is focusing on 
working papers dealing 
with geology, seismology 
and tremors, resistance of 
installations to earthquakes 
and ' means of minimising 
earthquake damage. 


Mr. Ensour urged the Jor- 
danian Engineers Associa- 
tion (JEA) to maintain 
cooperation with various 
research ceutres around the 
world and exchange data 
related to earthquakes. 

He underlined the need 
for the construction of 
earthquake resistant build- 
ings, adding that the engi- 
neering sector bears a seri- 
ous responsibility towards 
safety. He stressed that 
future construction requires 
the adoption of modem sd- 
entific techniques. 

The minister also urged 
Jordanian oigaoisations to 


apply the Jordanian Nation- 
al Builtfing Code wUch. he 
said, guarantees minimum 
safety against earthquakes 

JEA board member 
Mohammad Abu Afifeh 
said the conference aims at 
providing a solid base for 
the exchange of ideas and 
expertise also a forum 
ID which to hear the latest 
results of research work in 
seismology. 

He called for a compre- 
hensive study on the build- 
ings in Jordan, particularly 
in Amman, with a view to 
making them earthquake - 
resistant 







FILMS 

* Video films entitled "Bouillon du Culture" and "Les 
Fables de la Fontaine" at the French Cultural Centre at 
&00pm. 

■^casso" at Instituto Cervantes, Jabal Amman at 6.00pm. 

* Documentary film on the life of the late president Jamal 
Abdul Nasser at Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation, 
Jabal Amman at 6.30pm. 


LECTURE 

* "Mona Saudi — ^Artist and Sculptor" (In Arabic) by Nazeh 
Khatir at Darat A1 Funun, Jabal 

Weibdeh at 6.00pm. 

ExmBmoNS 

* Arabic calligraphy by Ali 'Abbadi at Baladna Art Gallery, 
Gardens Street. 

*'A Retrospective Exhibition of Sculptures and Drawings 
(1965-1995) by Mona Saudi at Darat Ai 


Funun, Jebel Weibdeh. 

"Graphic design by Iraqi artist Kazem Shamhoud at Orfali 
Art Gallery, Urn Utheina. 

"Painting and sculpture by Rafiq Lahham and Laith Al 
Turk at foe Italian Language Centre Galleiy, Shmeisani. 

"Abstract art by foe Syrian artist Mohammad Daghestani 
at the Phoenix Gallery. 


• Selected works by the young and the established at The 
Gallery, Hotel InterContinental. 

* Works by Lamia Abdel Sahib and Samer Ousama enti- 
tled ".Aux Sources OrientaJes de la Fontaine," at foe 
French Cultural Centre. 

NEWS 

" The McNeil-Lehrer News Hour at the American Center at 
5:00 pjn. 
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Russians call temporary 
halt to Chechenya accord 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian 
negotiators called a teiiq}o- 
raiy halt to implementation 
of a disarmament and troop 
reduction agreement in 
rebel Chechenya Monday 
following a bomb attack on 
the commander of Russian 
forces in the re^on. « 

Interfax News Agency 
quoted Major-Generd 
Viktor Vlasenkov as saying 
a joint Russian-Cbechen 
commission had taken the 
decision “in connection 
with the deteriorating situa- 
tion and the serious condi- 
tion of co-chaiiman of the 
commission Lieutenant- 
General Anatoly Ro- 
manov”. 

But Movladi Udugov, 
spotesman for separatist 
leader Dzhokhar Dudayev, 
said the Chechen members 
of the commission had 
opposed the move, saying it 
would only make things 
worse. 

The Chechens bad also 
opposed a Russian proposal 
to move commission meet- 
ings and the mission of the 
Oiganisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
(OCSE) fix>m Grozny, hfr. 
Udugov said, quot^ by 
Interfax. 

Meanwhile 40 people died 
and 20 were injured in 
Russian air raids at the 


weekend against two vil- 
lages in Chechenya. the 
Interfax News Agency 
reported Monday citing 
Chechen sources. 

Hie sources said the 
Sunday raids targeted the 
village of Roshny-Chu, 
loca^35 kilometies soudi- 
west of the capital Grozny, 
and Mesker-Yuit, located ^ 
kilometres east of Grozny. 

The Sunday raids were 
carried out by two jets that 
flew from Azerbaijan, a 
Russian milit^ source was 
quoted as saying. 

Tension in the rebel region 
has increased shaq)ly since 
Friday’s attack on Gen. 
Romanov, a major advocate 
of peace who now lies 
unconscious and severely 
wounded in a Moscow hos- 
pital. 

President Boris Yeltsin 
was meeting top advisers 
Monday to decide whether 
to impose a state of emer- 
gency in Chechenya but 
separatist leaders say this 
would derail peace moves. 

Mr. Yeltsin was consider- 
ing his next move after Gen. 
Romanov, was gravely 
injured. 

“It is my opinion that a 
state of emergency must be 
imposed in Grozny,” 
Russian Interior Minister 
Anatoly Kulikov, echoing a 


proposal by the govern- 
ment, said in a television 
interview. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s envoy in the 
north Caucasus region, 
Oleg Lobov, who survived a 
bomb attack last month, 
said hostile forces were try- 
ing to torpedo talks on turn- 
ing a sh^cy ceasefire into a 
permanent end to the con- 
flict over Chechenya’s inde- 
pendence bid. 

“Efiective measures are 
needed to neutralise the 
forces that are trying to light 
tte flame of war again,” he 
said in a statement from 
Grozny. 

But Mr. Udugov warned 
Moscow that tough actirm 
would jeopardise peace 
negotiations. 

^Tbe introdnction of a 
state of emergency in 
Grozny will mean in effect 
that the Russian leadership 
has given in to the terror- 
ists,” rTAR-TASS news 
agency quoted Mr. Udugov, 
ass^ing. 

He said the separatists 
would abide by a faltering 
agreement under which they 
are to disarm the 

Russians are to withdraw 
most of their troths, sent in 
last DeoembeL 

But he said a state of 
emergency would spell the 
end of a joint commission 


monitoring implement^oD 
of the agreenMnt. signed on 
July 30. *This would aito- 
matically mean that in^)le- 
meotatioa of the military 
agreement would Imlt,” he 
smd. 

Me Udugov, in separate 
remflrics to Interfax News 
Agency, said the rebels 
would meet a deadline to 
hand in their big guns 
Tuesday and completely 
disarm by Oct. 2S. 

declare offldally we are 
ready to strictly observe this 
timetable,” be said, 
although Russian reports 
say arms are being handed 
in so slowly that the dead- 
line looks unlikely to be 
met 

The Russian govemnmit 
asked Mr. Yeltsin Friday to 
impose emergency mea- 
sures in Gromy and Ml 
K nlikov said Russia 
reserved die right to use 
force unless the rebels com- 
plied witii tbe July 30 agree- 
ment 

An ofScial in Cbe- 
chenya’s Moscow-installed 
administration said security 
was being stepped up in 
Grozny, but TASS smd 
three Interior Ministry ser- 
vicemen were wounded 
when a ming blew up in the 
city. 


Major’s party plays down defection 


LONDON fR) — Britain’s 
ruling Conservatives tried 
Monday to play down the 
body blow to party morale 
caused by tbe defection of a 
former minister to tbe 
Labour Party just two days 
before thh Conservative 
annual conference. 

Prime Minister. John 
admitted to renegade 
member of partiamem Alan 
Howarth in a late night tele- 
phone call Sunday that his 
sensational move from right 
to left across tbe political 
spectrum had pain^ him 
was a “nuisance”. 

“We talked to each other 
very openly and very hon- 
estly. He told me how 
pained he was by what 1 bad 
done and what a nuisance it 
was to him,” Mr. Howarth, 
a former junior education 
minister and a member of 
parliament since 19S3, told 
BBC RacUo. 

In public, however,. Mr. 
Majw was upbeat in 
advance of the par^ confer- 
ence, starting in Blackpool 
Tuesday, which he hopes 
will lay tbe foundations for 
a fifth successive victory at 
a ^neral election due by 
mid-1997. 

“1 believe it was a mistake 
and 1 believe he (Howarth) 
will have to see it as a mis- 


take,” Mr. M^or said late 
Sunday. “Notiiing will dis- 
tract us from having a very 
good conference. 

‘T profoundly disagree 
with his analysis of the 
Conservative Party, but 
nothing will distract us 
from the task ahead. We 
have an election to win, and 
we intend to win it,” he told 
reporters. 

In his resignation letter, 
Mr. Howarth said he 

believed the government 
bad become arrogant and 
uncaring to ordina^ 

Britons after 16 years in 
power and its harshness was 
“damaging to our democra- 
cy”. 

He was tbe first sitting 
Conservative MP to join 
Labour, which has a 30- 
point lead in opinion polls 
after its party conference 
last week, h^ed by com- 
mentators as a success. 

Mr. Majev’ s majority in 
the 651-seat parliament is 
now reduced to seven, or 
five if an anti-European 
Conservative, Sir Richard 
Body, votes against the 
party as he has threatened to 
do. 

Tbe prime minister’s 
upbeat message of “cany 
on Conservatives” despite 
what newspapers called a 


shocking blow to the gov- 
emment’s standing was 
echoed by party chairman 
Brian Mawhinney, who 
tried to portray Ml 
H owarth as maverick out- 
sider. 

“I wasn’t very impressed 
by the arguments Alan gave 
for his eccentric decision,” 
Mr! Mawhinney said. 'This 
is a bri^t sunny day, there 
isn’t a shadow in sight” Mr. 
Howarth claims there are up 
to 40 Conservative MPs 
who share his misgiAongs. 

“We’ve got to demon- 
strate we have a vision right 
through to the millgniuTn 
We’ve got to use this con- 
ference as part of a coherent 
plan right through to the 
general election,” Ml 
Mawhinney told BBC 
Radio. 

Commentators agreed Mr. 
Howarth’s defection would 
overshadow tbe proceed- 
ings in Bladqxx)! wd ham- 
per Ml Mayor’s attenqits to 
build on his victory in July 
in a contest for tbe party 
leadership. 

An opinion poll in 
Monday's Daily Telegr^ 
showed Labour's lead had 
grown to 30 points from 28 
in eariy September. 


Aquino: World should speak out 
against rights abuses in Burma 


MANILA (AFP) — Former 
Philippine President 

Corazon Aquino Monday 
urged world leaders to 
speak out against the “inhu- 
manity” of die ruling mili- 
tary junta in Burma, which 
some trade union groups 
allege are using slave 
labour. 

Mis. Aquino, whose “peo- 
ple power” revolt toppled 
the Ferdmand Marcos 
regime in 1986. said 
Rangoon and like-minded 
governments have no right 
to invoke soveiei^ty to 
trample on the civil rights of 
their citizens. 

Burma’s niliog junta, 
called the State Law and 
Order Restoration Council 
(SLORC), seized power in 
1988 and disregarded the 
results of the 1990 national 
election won by the opposi- 
tion. In July it released 
opposition leader Aung San 
Suu Kyi, who had been 
under bouse arrest since 
1989. 

Mrs. Aquino told an inter- 
national conference on 
Burma in the Philippine 
capita] that “as members of 
tbe human race” individuals 
and governments both had a 
duty to speak out against 
human rights abuses, wMch 
she described as the “worst 
form of inhumanity.” "for 


all nations to do nothing 
about such mhumaoiQr will 
be the worst crime of all,” 
she added. 

Mrs. Aquino said world 
leaders should “speak out in 
a very loud and clear 
voice,” and “the ^ctator- 
ship would have to listen.” 

She said tbe pressure of 
world opinion in 1977 pre- 
vented Marcos from carry- 
ing out the execution by fir- 
ing squad of her late hus- 
band, tbe opposition leadtt 
Benigno Aquino, after he 
was convicted by a military 
coon of rebellion. 

However, she said she did 
not know at the tinv» that 
Marcos had only “post- 
poned” her husband’s exe- 
cution. 

He was assassinated at 
Manila Airport in 1983. 
After Marcos was toppled, a 
court under the new goveru- 
ment, led by Corazon 
Aquino, convicted 15 sol- 
diers and a civilian for the 
murder. 

Mrs. Aquino maintains 
the Marcos family was the 
real biams behind the assas- 
sination, but o<xie of them 
have been charged in con- 
nection with the killing. 

Tbe Bunna conf^nce 
was organised here by tbe 
Brussels-based Interna- 
tional Confederation of 


F ree Trade Unions 
(ICFTU). Euled Bonnese 
dissidents and labour lead- 
ers from 11 countries are 
attending^ 

The ICFTU claims that 
aside from repressing its 
citizens who practice their 
political ri^ts, the South 
East Asian country main- 
tained a “higUy organ^ 
form of rotating part-time 
slavery which ^ws chi a 
pool of about three million 
people." 

Tbe pool is used to work 
on new roads, runways, 
hotels, and other tourist 
infrastructure, it said, 
adding: “They are often in 
chains.” 

Mrs. Aquino is a co-leader 
of tbe Kim Dae Jung 
Foundation, a human ri ghts 
group oigacised by the 
South Korean opposition 
leader. 

She said the group, which 
also includes former Indian 
first lady Sonia Gandhi and 
former Costa Rican 
President Oscar Arias, 
recently sent a mission to 
Rangoon to .sound out the 
junta on tbe possibility of 
their visiting Aung San Suu 
Kyi. 

But tbe junta told the 
foundation leaders to “wait 
a little longer,” Mrs. Aquino 
said. 


Magazine: 
Mexican 
leader’s 
campaign 
got drug 
money 

BOGOTA (R) — A 
Colombian magazine 
alleged Sunday that the 
Cali drug cartel had donat- 
ed money to help Mexican 
leader Ernesto ^dillo win 
his presidential election 
last year. 

Hie weekly Casdiio 16 
newsmagazine quoted an 
official from tbe U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Administra- 
tion (DEA) as saying (be 
cartel bad partly folded 
Ml Zedillo's campaiga 
But the cartel probably 
<fid it without Ml ZeefiUo’s 
knowledge, tbe rept^ 
added, wifooot giving ftir- 
tber details. 

Mr. Zedillo is doe to fly 
to Washingum Monday 
where he is expected -to 
meet President BiU C^fon 
aad other influential finan- 
cial and political le^iers. 

Drug trafficking is 
e;qpected to be one of the 
topics oa Ms agenda when 
be meets Ml Qinton. 

DEA officials say 
Mexico is a big transsi^ 
meat point for dni^ enter- 
ing tile United States, with 
about 70 pa cent of the 
cocaine entering tbe coun- 
try doi^ so from its soatfa- 
emnei^hpoL 
Tbe C^ cartel has 
already been accused of 
donating more tiian $5 mil- 
lion to help Colombian 
Iftesidect Ernesto 

Sanqier’s 1994 campaign, 

unleashin g one Of the 

wost political crises in 
Colombia’s history. 

Cambio 16 said the latest 
infbnnation came from tes- 
timony given in 
Washington by tire cartel’s 
former treasurer, 

GuiUermo Pallomari. 

The local television news 
programme TV Hoy said 
Sun^y prosecutor would 
go to Washington this 
week to interrogafe Mr. 
Pallomari as part of their 
invesdgatioo into alleged 
drug corruption among Mr. 
Samper’s campaign offi- 
cials, congressmen and 
senior public officials. 

“They (the United States) 
coDsida him one of tbe 
most important witnesses 
that they have on drug cor- 
ruption ” the news maga: 
zine said. Tn tbe case of 
Colombia, be has been an 
open faucet.” 


Pope John Paol II bags two children who presented him with flowers upon his amval 
at tbe Baltimore- Washington International Airport (AFP photo) 

Pope returns from U.S. trip 


ROME (AP) — Pope John 
Paul n returned Monday 
from a five-day visit to the 
United States, which 
included a speech at the 
Unfted Nations. 

The papal plane touched 
down at 10:10 a.m. (0910 
GMT) at Ciampino Airport 
south of Rome, to conclude 
the Pope’s 68tb foreign 
voyage and fourth to foe 
Unit^ States. 

U.S. Vice President A1 
G^ led the delegation at 
Baltiznore-Washington Air- 
port for the Pope’s depar- 
ture Sunday. 

Tbe Pope delivered a 
speech Thursday to mark 
ttkt 50th anniversary of the 
United Nations. He also 
celebrated open air masses, 
including Sunday in 
Baltimore’s Oriole Paric and 
Saturday In Central Paric in 
NewYoit 

In stadium masses and 
cathedral addresses during 
bis five-day visit, foe Pope 
returned to familiar Themes 
of his papacy, urging 
America to rid itself of tbe 
“moral blight” of abortion 
and euthanasia, and to work 
on behalf of the poor, foe 
disabled, tbe elderly and 
people with AIDS. 

•In a homily not far from 
foe Staiue of Libei^, foe 
Pq>e eacoura^ a nation 
that is pondering immigra- 


tion limits and welfare cuts 
to welcome those seeking 
freedom and to serve the 
needy. 

On Sunday, foe Pontiff 
urged tte faithful to heed 
America’s founding fathers 
and bring religious convic- 
tions to bear on political 
issues. 

“Democracy needs virtue, 
if it is not to turn against 
everything that it is meant 
to defend aikl encourage.” 
he said at Baltimore- 
Washington Airport. 
“Demoaacy stands or falls 
with foe truths and values 
which it embodies and pro- 
motes.” 

The most lasting impres- 
sions of the Pope's visit 
were not bis words — polls 
show many U.S. Catholics 
disagree with him on issues 
ranging from birth control 
CO women priests — but Ms 
gentle presence: A stoop- 
shoulde^ 75-year-old man 
believed by many in Ms 60 
mUlion-member U.S. flock 
to be tbe vicar of CHuist on 
Earth. 

From Central Park, where 

130.000 wosMppers began 
gathering at dawn in a nat- 
ural open-air cathedral, to 
Glams Stadium, where 

88.000 worsMppers braved 
torrential downpours, foeie 
rose a familiar chant: “John 
Paul n, we love you.” 


At Oriole Park Sunday. 
300 gospel sin^rs wav^ 
yellow and wMte Vatican 
flags and sang the spirimal 
‘T want to be ready when 
Jesus comes.” the stadium 
had not rocked to such 
cheers since Cal Ripken 
broke Lou Gehrig’s 56- 
year-old record of playing 
in 2,130 straight games. 

Later Sunday, a crowd 
police estimated at 350,000 
watched foe Pontiff travel 
through downtown streets 
in tbe Popemobile. 

In his departure speech 
Sunday, the Pope urged the 
nation to be a m<^l of 
democracy by respecting 
life in ail stages of develop- 
ment. 

“I say to you again. 
America, In light of your 
own . tradition: Love- life, 
cherish life, d^end life, 
from conception to natural 
death.” 

But tbe speeches are not 
what Ramon Damian will 
remember most about the 
Pope’s visit. 

Damian, a Mexican immi- 
grant, and Ms wife and two 
children were among 20 
people sharing a cMclren 
casserole wifo tbe Pcfpe 
Sunday at tbe Our Daily 
Bread Soup Kitchen. 

His reaction to the Pope? 

“God came to me today.” 


Armenia, Azerbaijan hold peace talks 


MARIEHAMN, Finland 
(AFP) — Armenia and 
Azerbaijan began new talks 
Monday in an effort to 
resolve tbe conflia over 
ownersMp of Nagomo 
Kaiabakh, diplomatic 
sources said. 

Delegates from 

Azerbaijan and Armenia, as 
well as Armenian sepa- 
ratists from tbe Karab^ 
enclave, arrived in tbe 
Finnish port of Maiiehamn 
OD foe Aaiand Islands off 
southwest Finland for a 
week of closed door miles 
aimed at bieatbiog life into 
inezeaangiy . deadlocked 
negotiations. 

Azerbaijan and Armenia’s 


dqnity foreign ministers 
Tofig Zulfugarov and 
Vaid^ Oskanian attended 
tbe talks, while Foreign 
Mirnster Arkadi Gookassian 
represented tbe separatists 
from Nagomo Karabakb. 

Next Monday and 
Tuesday, foe negotiators 
will be joined by members 
of tbe Minsk group, which 
tbe Oigani^oD for 
Security a^ Cooperation in 
Euit^ has entrusted wifo 
solving tbe conflict sinc e 
1992. 

Tbe Minsk group brings 
together Gomany, foe 
United States, Belarus, 
France, Hungary, Russia. 
Sweden and Turkey, as will 


as Russia and Finland 
wMcb are co-presidents. 

However, foe latest round 
of talks have little chance of 
success, diplomatic sources 
said. 

The separatists have 
fought Azerbaijani forces 
for six years in an attempt 
to gain independence for 
Nagomo K^bakb, an 
enclave within Azerbaijan, 
but wMch is peculated 
mosdy by ethnic 
Armenians. 

Fighting between April 
1988 and May 1994, when a 
ceasefire was announced, 
left nx)re than 20,000 peo- 
ple dead and 500,000 
refugees. 


Victims interred in mass graves 
as fresh tremors jolt Indonesia 


SUNGAIPENUH, Indone- 
sia (AP) — Soldiers ham- 
pered by heavy rains 
Monday suspended tbe 
search for more bodies in 
foe rubble of a devastating 
earthquake on Indonesia’s 
Sumatra island. 

The tocrentia! downpour 
and two overnight alter- 
shocks brou^t more mis- 
ery to tbe survivors of the 
quake that Mt parts of Jambi 
province io south-central 
Sumatra with a magnitude 
of 7 on Saturday. 

President Suharto’s office 
said be would visit foe area 
Wednesday. 

Officials said at least 100 
people died, but only 79 
bodies have been recovered 
so far. Almost 700 people 
were seriously injur^ and 
about 10,0(M buildings 
were damaged or destroy^ 

There was no eariy esti- 
mate of the financial loss. 


Meanwhile, an earth- 
quake with a preliniiiiary 
magnitude of 5.3 Mt Aceh, 
the most northern province 
on Sumatra, at 22:29 pja 
(1529 GMT) Sunday. 

Tbe tremor, centr^ in foe 
Indian Ocean, jolted Aceh’s 
cafrital, Banda Aceh, but no 
damage or casualties were 
leportl^ said Harit Heru of 
the Meteorology and 
Geophysics Agency. 

Terrified people ran out 
on tbe streets, be said. 
Banda Aceh is 1,040 kilo- 
metres (640 miles) north- 
west of Sungaipenuh, 
which is close to the epicen- 
tre of Saturday’s quake. 

(3n Monday, soldiers 
stopped digging up tbe rub- 
ble in Sungaipenuh. 

Instead of working in foe 
heavy rain, the troops will 
concentrate on repairing 
electricity lines, rigging up 
more tents, and distributing 


food and medicine, said Ll 
S uhaidi, head of the search 
and rescue team. 

“The area has become 
muddy and slippery, rnak- 
iog it dangerous and diffi- 
cult to woik and there is 
also the danger of land- 
slides,” he said. 

Hundreds of refugees 
remained in makeshift 
camps along roadsides and 
in open fields. Many shiv- 
ered in the overnight cMll 
rather than taking shelter in 
those buildings left stand- 
ing. 

“We dare not go back to 
our home. We are afraid of 
foe aftershocks.” said 
Salmi, the wife of a farmer 
and mother of three. Like 
many Indonesians, she uses 
only one name. 

, Aftershocks of decreasin'* 

intensity are expected for S 

week or two, officials said. 


Life turns 
beautiful for boy 
with ugly mug 

BEUING (AFP) — A bnl- 
liani student who was 
rejected by several CMnese 
universities because he was 
so ugly has finally been 
offered a place at another 
institution after the 
Education Minis^ inter- 
vened. the Education Daily 
reported Monday. Yang 
Hongwei. who suffert 
from a congenital deformi- 
ty, excelled in his sec- 
ondor>'-school exams, 
which theoretically should 
have opened the door to 
China’s top universities to 
study physics arul con^iut- 
er. But all the universities 
where he applied turned 
him down, saying he was 
so ugly that be might 
frighten other students, 
according to press reports 
last month that stirred the 
gove rnme nt to action. Yang 
has now found a place at 
foe Senior School for 
Electrical and Mechanical 
Science, in the central 
province of Henan. 

Brad Pitt movie 
scores box-office 
hat-trick 

LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Murder and action are tbe 
first choices among 
American moviegoers at 
foe moment. Seven, the 
murder suspense movie 
starring Br^ Pitt and 
Morgan Freeman, led the 
weekend box office charts 
for a third strMgbt week, 
earning an estimated $10.5 
million. Assassins, an 
action-packed foriller, 
rated second with on esti- 
mated $9.4 million in tick- 
et sales, according to box 
Office tracking firm 
ExMbitor Relations Inc. 
Seven has raked in an esti- 
mated $45 million in the 
past three weeks. Exhibitor 
Relations said. 

Largest Hindu 
“temple in' U.S. 
opens on ranch 
AUSTIN, Texas (R) — 
About 2.000 worsb^p^ 
celebrated foe opening io 
Texas MU country of what 
officials say is foe biggest 
Hindu ten^le in North 
America. Tbe temple, 
encompassing about 
35,000 square to (3,200 
square metres) and topped 
by a 90-ft (30-metre) high 
golden dome, was built on 
what was once a caMe 
ranch. Tbe tenq>le is head- 
quarters for the 
International Society of 
Divine Love. A spokes- 
woman for tbe group said 
foe temple was built in cen- 
tral Texas because its tree- 
dotted hills resembled 
some areas of India. 

American Indians 
rally against 
casino tax plan 

ARLINGTON, yii ginin 
(R) — American Indian 
casino operators want to 
trun^) Donald T nimp 
Along with Las Vegas 
operators, the New York M.. 
developer with casino 
interests in Atlantic • City 
has pressed Ctmgiess to tax 
Dow-exeii^t fevenoes 
from gambling casinos on 
IiKiian reservations, a 
major source of tribal rev- 
enues. Tbe tax would slow 
the Indians’ drive to taifg a 
^eater share of the $40 hil- 
lion-a-year U.S. gambling 
business. 

Hong Kong probes 
gigolo cop porn 
scandal 

HONG KONG (R) — 

Hong Kong police are 
studying thousands of pic- 
tures of naked poticemeD 
after one of their anti-vice 
operations found officers 
ntay be posing for raunchy 
photos for cash, a senira' 
police source said 
Wednesday. “Tbe pictures 
nave been seen and their 
verity is being looked 
at, said the source, who A-. 
teclined to be named, 
“Whether they really are 
policemen, what they were 
Utken foir. why, and 
whether there are any ram- 
ifications.” The photos, 
thought to have been part 
of a fake gigolo racket, 
snowed junior officers in a 
variety of poses. 
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World News 


Former Premier Alec 
Douglas-Home dies 


LONDON (AP) — Lord 
Home, the adstocratic for- 
mer British prime minigter 
better known as Sir Alec 
Doaglas-Home, died 
Monday. He was 9Z 

Lord Home, whose politi- 
cal career stretched from 
tte rise of the Nazis in 
Germany tbroagh the end 
of the c^ war, was the last 
of the blue bloods to lead 
Britain's Conservative 
pity. 

He died suxFOunded by his 
foinily at one of his Scottish 
estates, Berwickshire, near 

En^b border, bis son 
and h^, David Douglas- 
Home said. The canse of 
death was not announced. 

Lord Home (pronounced 
Home) was prime minister 
for a year from October 
1963, the conqjTomise 
choice for a troubled party 
sh^n ^ a sex scandal 
surrounding a government 
minister, John Profiimo. 

It was an enarmous 
shodc. It bad never 
occuned to me that I might 
be prime nunister," Lord 
Home recalled latec 

That air of being detached 
from the -nmidslingino and 
jockeying for power was 
Lord Home's hallmark 
through decades in politics 
— a patridan view of life 
that rann* feom belonging 
to a family secure in andent 
privileges and vast inherit- 
ed estates. 

As a politidan, Lord 
Home was best known as 
foreign secretary and as 
Commoowealtb secretaiy, 
jobs be held for a total of 13 
years between 1955 and 
1974. He presided over the 
end of the empire and shep- 
herded many colonies to 
independence. 

Because the prime mims- 
ter must sit in the elected 
House of Commons, Lord 
Home gave up bis string of 
boeditary ^ Scottish tities, 
mcludi 0 g*'tbe Cl?kh Ead’Of 
Home,^,^.t^e(^iiDe prime 
ministCT * as Sir Alec 
Douglas-HoiDe: 

He was later given a life 
peerage as L<xd Home of 
HiiseL 

Prime Minister John 
Major, balding to revive the 
Conservatives' current fig- 
ging fortunes, said, Tie was 
understated and often 
underestimated." 

Lead Home, a tall, slim 
man with a couTteous man- 
ner, was defeated by Harold 
Wilson's socialist Labour 
Party after a year in office. 

To Labour in tbe 1960s, 
the choice of Lord Home as 


prime minister qntoniised 
the endoring grip of class 
and privilege in Britain. 

“An elegant anachro- 
nism,” stonned Ml ^son. 
"After half a century of 
democratic advance, of 
social revolution, the whole 
process has ground to a halt 
with a 14A earL" 

Lord Home's letmt still 
ranks among Bnudn’s 
favorite politit^ jokes. 

T sappost. Ml Wilson, 
when you come to think 
it, is 14th Ml WUson," 
be said. 

Lord Home, the personal 
choice of his predecessor 
Harold MacMillan, and was 
fee last Conservative leader 
chosen tinough a secretive 
ccmsultarions. He intro- 
dneed ballots among law- 
makers, opening tbe way to 
successors, Edward Heath 
and Margaret Thatcher, 
who had scrambled up fee 
lad^ from lower middle- 
class back^unds. 

Lord Home walked on to 
tile world stage was in 1938 
when as Neville Qiam- 
berlain's jnivate secret^ 
he accompanied tbe British 
prime minister to Munich 
and watched him sign the 
peace pact wife Adolf 
Hitler. A year later, Britain 
and Gentry were at waL 

Many, including ^^nston 
Churchill, ranked Cham- 
berlain’s awesome misjudg- 
ment among fee most 
shan^ful qiis^ of British 
histmy. 

Lord Home's lo^ty was 
unshaken by hindsight He 
argued that tbe extra year 
gave Britan Hma to rearm. 
Tt trade all the diffetence 
between defeat and victo- 
ry,” he said 50 years latex. 

Lord Home was bom on 
July 2, 1 903, beir to an earl- 
dom coofened by King 
James I in 1603. The other 
titles included Baron of 
Donglass, which dates to 
Jiie l4fe ceoatfy. -''' ' 

’ Al^' educatibd'*at 'Ettm 
and Oxford, Lord Home 
Was elected to parliament to 
1931 for the Scottish dis- 
trict of Laoaikshire. 

He succeeded Us father in 
1951. 

During Worid War U, Lord 
Home was invalided out of 
tbe army wife spinal tober- 
ettiosis and spent two years 
bedridden. 

His wife, fee former 
Elizabeth Aiington, died in 
September 19^. He is sur- 
vived by his son, who 
inherits the family titles and 
becomes tbe 15fe E^ of 
Home, and three daughters. 


Fifth man in U.K. 
spy ring, dies at 82 


LONDON (AP) — Job 
Caixncross, tbe so-calle 
fifth man in tile ring t 
mies recruited 
Cambridge University i 
tile 1930s to work ft 
Moscow, died Sunday, lej 
islatm Rupert Allaso 
iqiocted. 

Cairacross was 82. H 
•’ h^ been living secietiy i 
tbe west of En^and wod 
ing on Us memoirs fbUov 
ing his return from living i 
Provence, Erance, si 

mnttfhj; agn 

Mr. Allason of the goi 
eming Conservative Part 
viio writes on security ma 
ters under the pen nan 
Ni^ 'Wsst, said Claimcros 
diM in his sle^. 

"He snfiered two stroke 
fee most recent only about 
month 1 ^ 0 . The memoii 
were finish^ and they wet 
inteniled for publication i 
March, bat th^ may have t 
he accelerated now,” fe 
LerndOD newspaper tb 
Daily Telegraph quoted M 
Allason as saying. 

No details of ftiners 
anangemeuts were given. 
In. I^tember, Canneros 
married Gayle Brinkerhof 
an Ajooerican opet 
smger, His first wifi 
Gabriella. died in August 

In 1991, CaimciDSS in a 
^ interview wife a week! 
9 London paper, fee 0 
Sunday, admittwi being tb 
fifth man in tbe spy rin 
comprising Kim Kulb; 
Guy Burgess^ Dona! 
MacLean and Antboo 
Blunt T hope this wi 
finally put an end to tb 

fifth man mystffy. 

Caimeross said in tte intei 


view. 

Soviet double agent Oleg 
Gwdievsky, who defected 
to Britain in 1985, had 
named Caimeross publicly 
in 1990 as the fifth man but 
Cairacross at that time 
denied it 

Tbe sligbtly-buih Scots- 
man, who rarely smiled, 
wori^ ficff fee British gov- 
erameot for 16 years in 
positions in the Foreign 
Office, tbe Treasury, fee 
office of a government min- 
ister, Britain’s electronic 
eavesdropping centre and 
MI6, the spy agency 
le^nsible for gathering 
foreign intelligeoce. 

He later worlced for tbe 
Uoited Nations Food and 
Agricnltme Oiganisation in 
Rome, Gen^a and 
Ban^ok befme letiiing in 
1974 to live in Provence. 

He told the Mail On 
Sunday in the 1991 inter- 
view how he won tbe admi- 
ration of Us Moscow con- 
trollers when he gave them 
exact details, garnered by 
allied intelligence, of fee 
German ftxces before the 
decisive battle of Kuisk in 
1943. T had provided 
infonnatiem which helped 
tbe Soviets to win tiiat bat- 
tle against tbe Germans,” 
he said. 

In a 1991 interview wife 
anofeer weekly British 
newspaper, tbe Sunday 
Express, be said: Tes, 1 
helped the Russians. 1 was 
recruited at Cambridge 
before fee war and contin- 
ued meeting my Soviet con- 
tacts in London in fee post- 
war years.” 



Japanese Jnstke Miniser Tomoharu Thzawa (centre) is 
suiTonnded by journalists and policemen as be leaves 
the prime minister^ oflS<^ reddence in Tokyo affer 
handing in his resignation (AFP photo) 

Japan’s justice chief 
quits amid controversy 

TOKYO (R) — Jt^an's Justice Minister Tonfoharu Tazawa 
resigned Monday over a controversy surroundiog an unde- 
clared loan. 

Observers said Us rerignatioo, wUch was accepted by 
Prime Minister Tbmiichi Msrayama, should clear fee way 
for tbe passage of a key UU In parliament derigoed to tight- 
en govonmeot controls over religious institutions. 

Nfr: Tazawa was replaced by FQroshi Miyazawa, younger 
brother of former Prime Minister Kiichi ^^azawa and an 
upper house lawmaker from fee Libmal Democratic Par^ 
(LDP). He was sworn in Monday. 

Ihzawa said he resigned so that controversy over Us 
ties with relipous groups would not get in the way of Mr. 
Moiayama's rell^ous organisations bill and a key supple- 
mentary budget 

The controversy wUch ptoirpted Mr. Tazawa’s resigoa- 
tion centres around a loan be obtained from a religious 
group. 

*T am- .stepping down to avoid confusion .io imrliamem. 
and.dMcapse oOithe fept feat there is-ajCOoc^ttCfeatmy.tih^ 
(to i^giousigTOupa) coiild hanqier’tbe r^gious^igamsa- ' 
dons biU,” Ml Tazawa sUd aft» Mr. Murayama accepted 
Us resi^iation. 

Ml Murayama's religious groups bill is taking shape as 
tbe biggest issue in fee cumeot session of pailiameni which 
nins tfarou^ Nov. 13. 

Through fee bill, Ml Murayama pieced to tighten lax 
cootrols in Jtqian’s law governing religious groups, which 
he says allowed the Aum doomsday cult accused of tbe 
Tokyo subway nerve gas attacks and other crioKS, to 
escs^ checks. 

Mr. Tazawa also said be could not allow his own affair K> 
delay a huge $50 billion supplementary budget part of a 
package of measores to invigorate the stalled economy. 

T accqited the resignation because he said be wam^ to 
avoid confusion ahead of these important sessions in par- 
Uameot,” Ml Murayama told tep^rs. 

New Justice Minister Hiroshi Miyazawa told a news coo- 
fiereoce be would be cautious about invoking an anti-sub- 
version law to outlaw the Aum sect 

This is the most sensitive issue facing the ministry due to 
fis^ t^ tte law, never us^ agUnst a group, would vio- 
late constitutional freedoms of press, speecb.and assembly. 

A Yomiuri Shimbun newspaper report triggered fee con- 
troveisy over Mr. Tazawa last Friday. Japan’s biggest dr- 
culatirxi daily accused Mr. Tazawa of strfidng a seciei deal 
wife opposition politicians to drop questions in parliament 
a^t a loan be took from fee Buddhist group Rissho 
Koseikai. 

Mr. Tazawa deiued forgmg a secret deal but admitted be 
failed to report tbe $2 million loan, which should have 
been listed on an assets-disclosute document required of 
every cabinet nunister. 

The main opposititm Shinshinio (New Frontier Par^) 
also denioJ tbe Yomiuri accoont 

It said it would target Mr. Tazawa's loans vid his ties 
with tbe Rissho group in parlismeot tins week if he stayed 
on as justice mixusto’. Mi. Tazawa feen came unda {xes- 
suie fiiom his own LDP to step down, LDP officials said. 

Shmshinto has vowed to kill Mr. Murayama's religious 
groups bill, accusing tbe govenmient of trying to under- 
mine Shin^nto’s growing voter support Shmshinto is 
partly suppexted by tbe Komeito, a Buddhist-backed polit- 
ical group. 


Simpson trial revealed U.S. 
racial chasm — Powell 

LONDON (.AP) — Retired Gen. Colin Powell said 
Monday the O. J. Simpson trial revealed a racial chasm in 
America, but added feat tbe United States gave him oppor- 
tunities denied to blacks in Britain. 

‘There is an enormous chasm and sometimes we forget 
when we see some progress and some blacks are doing 
weU, ... what we have lefr behind in our inner cities,” GexL 
Powell smd in a BBC Radio interview. 

But Gea. Powell, the son of Jamaican inmtigraDt parents 
who is considering a Republican or indqiendeiit bid for tbe 
U.S. presidency, said the Simpson verdict was "not a 
met^hor for ail race relations in the United States.” 
Simpson’s acquittal last week on charges of murdering 
his former wife and her friend divided U.S. opinion large- 
ly on racial lines. 

Gen. PoweU, retired chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
is in Britain on a 48-hour visit to promote his book. 

He was scheduled to see Prime Minister John Major, and 
also relatives who emigrated to Britain from Jamaica. 

"Look at me, here I am a black American who is being 
seriously considered as a candidate for president of fee 
United States, even though nobody knows what party 1 am 
in,” Gen. Powell said. 

"Consider, just 32 years ^o, just about one generation 
ago, 1 couldn’t go to a bathroom in a gas station in fee 
American south. So we have made enormous progress.” 


Sri Lanka rebels kill 8 commandos 


COLOMBO (R) —Tamil 
Tiger guerrillas killed eig^ 
police commandos in an 
ambush in eastern Sri Lanka 
Monday, a military state- 
ment said. 

A group of UberatiOD 
Ti gers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) rebels attacked a 
police special task fixee 
foot patrol in Pulukunawa, 
in the Batticaloa district, 
around 07.00 a.m. (0130 
GMT), it said. 

The statement said tbe 
commandos fought back 
and inflicted sevu^ casual- 
ties among the rebels. At 
least eight commandos were 
killed but there was no word 
of rebe l casu alties, it said. 

Tbe LTTE has b^n figbt- 
for an indepen&Dt 
homeland for minori^ 
Tamils in the island's north 
and east since 1983. 

Meanwhile fee guerrillas 
reported Monday thk Sri 
t jml-an anny troops are for- 
tifying pmitions captured 
from Tamil Tiger relrels in 
fee northern Jaffiia peninsu- 
la last week and continuing 
to shell surrounding areas. 


Afoice of Tigers radio said 
fee offensive was continu- 
ing io Puttur and other 
areas, a resident who moni- 
tored tbe radio broadcast 
from Jaffiia, fee rebel 
stroD^old, told Reuters. 

Tt said there was no fight- 
ing but feat troops were for- 
tifying feeir positions,” he 
said. 

(jhief military spokesman 
Brigadier Saraih Muna- 
sin^ie said Thursday more 
than 3()0 rebels had been 
killed in ''Operation 
Thunder Strike", launched 
on Oct. 1. 

Other military sources put 
the operation's casualty toll 
among tbe rebels, who for 
12 years have been fighting 
for a Tamil homeland in the 
north and east, at more than 
500 dead and 1,000 wound- 
ed. More than 50,000 peo- 
ple have been killed in fee 
war. 

Three army Ixigades had 
captured about & square 
lolometres of territory 
southeast of the main Palaly 
Air Base as fix as Muttur. 
Brig. Munasinghe said. 


The army bad lost one offi- 
cer and 52 regular troops, 
be said. 

Brig. Munasinghe said tbe 
army was consolidating its 
positiohs in newly captured 
areas in tbe Jaffiia peninsu- 
la. 

The LTTE radio reported 
shelling from Palaly and 
damagg to Civilian property 
by troops fortifying their 
new positions. 

"The radio reported troops 
had bulldozed houses,” said 
tbe resident. 

Rebel radio also reported 
a shonage of rice, flour and 
sugar in Jafffia because of 
the fighting. Tbe govera- 
meni has efenied there is a 
food shortage. 

The rebels also said in a 
statement feat fee 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross (iCRC) had 
been denied permission by 
(he military to take a team 
of doctors to Jaffna's main 
hospital. 

present lack of med- 
ical and support staff at fee 
hospital has caused tremen- 
dous hardship to fee people 


and severely hampered fee 
efforts of tbe ICRC from 
providing hu mani tarian 
aid,” it said. 

ICRC spokesman Paul 
Fnib declii^ to comment, 
while a military spokesman 
said he was not aware of the 
matter. 

Military officials say many 
rebel wounded are treated at 
fee Jaffoa Hospital. 

President Cbandrika Ban- 
daranaike Kumaraninga 
said over fee weekend the 
l(X),000-scroDg army need- 
ed to double its strength to 
win the war against the 
rebels. 

Tbe government bos spent 
16 billion rupees (S308 mil- 
lion) on fee war since fee 
rebels broke a ihree-montb 
truce and resumed hostili- 
ties in April, refusing to 
consider a peace plan to end 
the 12-y'ear revolt 

Mrs. Kumaraninga said 
the government needed to 
find another 500 billion 
rupees ($9.6 billion) to have 
a chance of defeating the 
rebels. 


N. Korea appoints new minister in defence reshuffle 


SEOUL (R) — Nonh Korea 
has named its army's chief 
of general staff, Choe 
Kwang, as its new defence 
minister in a reshuffle ana- 
lysts in Seoul said under- 
scored coDtioui^ io the 
North's Doilitary policies. 

The Korean Central News 
Agency (KCNA), North 
Korea’s officml mouth- 
piece. said Monday the 
country's uncrowned leader 
Kim Jong-U signed fee 
order appointing Marshal 
Choe Sunday. 

Marshal Choe and Ri Ul- 
Sol, a member of fee pow- 
erfril National Defence 
Committee, were also pro- 
moted to marshals of the 
Korean People's Army, it 
said. The ooly other marshal 

J oDg-jp, amesiLfiin and Umg- 
designaied heir of the'laie 
President Kim U-Suog. 

‘TThe North appears to be 
paving tbe way for Kim 
Jong-U to be elevated to 
geoeralissimo by promoting 


two vice-maisbals to mar- 
shals,” said Kim Koo-Seup. 
chief researcher on North 
Korea at Seoul's Korea 
Institute for Defence. 

"There was no surprise in 
fee announcemeoL Old 
guards and close associates 
of Kim Jong-U were con- 
ftimed in lugher military 
positions,” he said 

Tbe junior Kim, who is 
supreme commander of 
North Korea’s 1.1-millioo- 
stiong military, has yet to be 
fonn^y confirmed in tbe 
two key posts his fafeer 
held — general secretary of 
the Cfommunist Party and 
state presidenL 

South Korean officials said 
Mr. Kim Joog-U could be 
promoted to generalissimo. 

. anofe^ title bis .father treld, . 
‘before be takes' ‘over ofeer 
o^'o^ leadersltippo^ts. 

M^hal Cboe replaces O 
Jln-U, whose death through 
cancer io February widened 
a bole in North Korea's 
leadership that emerged 


after fee death last year of 
“great leader” Kim 11-Sung. 
Marshal O had been number 
two in the North's hierar- 
chy. 

KCNA did not say who 
will now be army cUef of 
staff. 

KCNA, monitored in 
Tokyo, said three geoerals 
— air force commxxier Jo 
Myong'Rok, tbe Commu- 
nist Party’s military depart- 
ment chief Ri Ha-Il and 
Kim Yong-Chun — had 
also been promoted to vice- 
marsbals. 

South Korea's official 
watcher of North Korean 
events, the Naewoe Press, 
quoted North Korean radio 
as saying Mr. Kim Jong-U 
had promoted three colonel 
generals to fuU generals and 
nve. lieutenant- generals to 
colouel generals. 

The Dulitaiy lesbuffie came 
as Nonh Korea prepared to 
celebrate tbe 50tb anniver- 
sdry of its ruling patty 
Tuesday. 


“The move shows Pyong- 
yang's willingness to de- 
mrastrate Mr. Kim Jong-U 
is firmly in control. This 
ironically reinforces tbe the- 
ory that fUm Joug-ll's for- 
mal succession would be 
further delayed because of 
economic problems,” a 
Seoul official said. 

"Wife the delay be might 
want to show his influence 
in the military which is crit- 
ical for maintaining power,” 
he said. 

Marshal O, one of late 
President Kim’s closest 
allies, was a staunch advo- 
cate of the autocratic 
leader’s decision two 
decades ago to groom Kim 
Joog-U for succession. 

Marshals Choe Kwang and 
Ri Ul-Sol were among mili- 
taiy elders wHobelped Kirn 
U-SuDg in fee guerrilla war 
for Korean impendence 
from Japanese colonial rule, 
which ended wife Tokyo's 
defeat in 1945 at tbe end of 
Worid War U. 


An Asia - Pacific Operations Centre 


V 



Taiwan: 

To further 

internationalise its 
economy and expand 
its global markets, the 
Republic of China on 
Taiwan intends to play a 
key role in the economy 
integration of the Asia- 
Pacific region in the 
21st century . To 
prepare itself for this 
rule, the ROC has 
begun work on a plan to 
transform Taiwan into an 
operation centre for the 
Asia-Pacific region 
within the next decade. 
As an Asia- Pcific 
Operations Centre , 
Taiwan will serve as a 
stepping stone for local 
and multinational 
businesses that want to 
invest in and develop 
Asia-Pacific markets, 
including Southeast 
Asia and mainland 
China. 

Centrally located In East 
Asia , Taiwan is well 
-situated to become a 
regional operations 
centre. Taiwan has a 
solid manufacturing 
base, an abundant 
supply of highly skilled 
manpower . vigorous 
domestic markets, 
experts , a strong 
Industrial base and 
cultural background. 
The plan to develop 
Taiwan into a regional 
operations centre is‘ 
divided Into two parties, 
a macroeconomics 
adjustment programme 
and a specialised 
operations centre 
development plan. The 
macroeconomics 
adjustment plan is 
designed to improve 
Taiwan's overall 
economic infrastructure 
by allowing Ihe four T* 
(investment , industry, 
individual and 
information) to follow 
freely in and out of 
Taiwan. The specialised 


operation centre 
development plan 
involves making Taiwan 
a centre for ■ six 
economic activities in 
the Asia-Pacific 
manufacturing, sea 
transportation, air 
-transportation, financial 
services 
telecommunications 
and media production. 

Manufacturing 
Taiwan boasts a strong 
manufacturing base and 
a highly skilled work 
force . Companies will 
be encouraged to 
choose Taiwan as their 
base for manufacturing 
high^alue-added 
products and for 
marketing these 
products in the Asia- 
Pacific region. The plan 
to, develop Taiwan as a 
manufacturing centre 
will be by: relaxing 
restrictions on foreign 
investment setting up 
twenty to thirty 
"intelligent” industrial 
parks in which 
companies will enjoy 
incentives , assistance 
provided by the roc 
government; 
establishing digital 


communicatlonal links 
between industrial parks 
and traditional parks. 

Sea transportation 
Taiwan is also qualified 
to serve as a sea cargo 
transhipment hub for 
the Asia -pacific region, 
kaohslung harbour in 
southern Taiwan has 
been designated as an 
"offshore transhipping 
port" for trade with the 
Chinese mainland . 
Taiwan’s two other, major 
ports , taichung and 
keelung, will serve as a 
supplementary 
seaports. 

Air transportation 
to establish itself as an 
air transportation center 
Taiwan will first develop 
an express cargo transit 
center and then create 
an aviation city centring 
around the cks 
international airport and 
its adjacent areas. 

Financial services 
the establishment of a 
financial services will 
allow financial 
institutions in Taiwan , 
both domestic and 
foreign . to provide east 


Asian nations with 
cross-border financial 
services, “full freedom 
offshore and gradual 
liberalisation 
domestically” will be the 
initial policy. 

Telecommunications 
Taiwan is an attractive 
location for regional 
telecommunications 
services . the plan to 
accentuate Taiwan's 
strengths in this regard 
includes : providing 
high-quality services at 
reasonable prices ; 
developing a switching 
hub and a customer 
service center; 
enforcing planning and 
Implementation of a 
national information 
infra- structure. 

Media 

The mandarin media 
market in taiwan , hong 
kong, and the Chinese 
mainland will be worth $ 
14 billion by the year 
2000. The media center 
in taiwan , which will be 
aimed at this huge 
market, will focus on 
high- tech movie 
production and post- 
production. 
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Unilateralism that backfires 


ISRAEL IS now demanding from us, tihrou^ 
the deputy mayor of Jerusalem at least, to 
amend Jordan’s National Charter by deleting 
references to Zionism in it as a racist and impe- 
rialist movement Israel has made similar 
demands from the Palestine Liberation Oi^ni- 
sation (PLO) to change its charter especially 
where it porports to stake a claim for the entire 
land of Palestine. The Jewish state has in fact 
succeeded already in rescinding all resolu- 

tions that had equated Zionism with racism and 
is now busy embarking on a campaign to cancel 
all U.N. decisions that declare its annexation of 
East Jerusalem null and void. 

We do understand that the peace treaty 
between us and Israel calls for chaises in legis- 
lation, practices and even policies of the two 
countries. What we do not and cannot fathom, 
however, is Israel’s repeated calls oa the Arab 
parties to make unilateral amendments without 
parallel changes on Its part 
Take, for example, the charter of the Zionist 
Movement which still makes a claim to Eretz 
(Greater) Israel comprising not only the West 
Blank (still referred to as Judea and Samaria) 
but also parts of the Arab World extending to 
Jordan, Syria, Lebanon and even Egypt 
Appropriate and necessary chaises need to be 
mutual and not one-sid«l, as Israel is so 
demanding. Would l^eli major parties, 
including the Labour and Likud blocs, accept to 
convene a national conference to introduce the 
necessary amendments to the Zionist Move- 
ment’s platform so that the Arab side can be 
reassured on Israel’s long-term objectives In the 
Middle l£ast? Is it not high time that Israel 
denounced Its biblical claims to many parts of 
the Arab World in return for the peace treaties 
that the Arab countries have enter^ or are will- 
ing to sign with it? As for the Rabin govern- 
ment’s campaign during the current session of 
the U.N. General Assembly in New York, which 
is aiming to reverse all international resolutions 
on Jerusalem, should we not at least wait until 
the fate of the Holy City is satisfactorily negoti- 
ated between Israel and the Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority (PNA) before we tear down 
international legitimacy? 

Peace in the region requires all parties to come 
clean on any new initiative to achieve it. Isra^ 
will not be entitled to make new demands on 
Jordan or the Palestinians, not to mention the 
Arab World and the international community, 
unless and until it deans its ovni house first 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A writer in A1 Rai daily Monday sdd that an article 
published in Al-Hayat newspa^r against Jordanian 
journalists and government omcials, accusing them of 
being in the pay of Iraq, aimed at destabilising Jordan 
and distozting its image before the world. Tareq Masar- 
weh said that the media is suing the London-based 
Saud newspaper so that tbe court reveals the truth 
about tbe paper's allegations and accusations. The Al- 
Hayat article said that Jordanian ofiBcials, ministers and 
journalists were receiving sums of money the 
Iraqi authorities as a bribe (o influence the govern- 
ment's stand, to which Mr. Masarweh responded that 
such an attitude is considered part of a hostile campaign 
against tbe ICingdom rather than the journalists of the 
couotiy, tecause the i^n aimed at maoring Jordan’s 
relations with tbe other Arab countries and distorting its 
image on tbe domestic front Tbe writer said that it was 
clear that the report which also alleged the Kingdom 
was rife with corruption, had tried to harm tbe country's 
security and damage its democracy. 


Mohammad Kawash a writer in A1 Dustour criticised 
the terrorist campaigns launched by . Algerians in 
France, saying the blasts at metro stations and othtf 
public places were bound to backfire and cause harm to 
tbe Algerian community living in France. The writer 
said we should admi t that the Fmch government is a 
friend of tbe Arabs and supports the Arab nation’s just 
causes, while he added that tbe French p^le maintain 
strong ties with Arabs, especially Algerians and other 
North African Arabs. Ibe spate of bombings in France, 
he said, cannot serve foe Algerian people, but will only 
win enemies against Ar^ causes througb these acts of 
violence and the fall of innocent French citizens. The 
blasts he added, will not solve tbe internal conflict in 
.Alger either. By extending their terrorist campaign to 
France, AJ^rian groups are committing dangerous acts 
thar '' ill harm the Algerian natio n ^ and will on ly invite 
counter French measures. 




By Rami G. Khouri 
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The press, the law, the state, and a plate otknafeh 


THE BRIEF detention in jail last week of Jordanian jour- 
nalist Salameh Me’ matt raises several 4mport^ questions 
about tbe conduct of our press and journalists; it raises 
more impoitant issues related to tbe frmctioaing of foe law 
in Jordan. All of us in Jordan who dearly love our country 
and want it to be a model for this region and the rest of tbe 
developing world should take this opportunity to explm 
fiuther the foil dimensions of this issue — and the quality 
of our statehood. 

I am intrigued to find out tbe truth about tbe specific 
issue that Ne’matt wrote about — alleged Iraqi pay- 
ments to journalists and officials in Jordan in an effort to 
urxlermine Jordanian official policy towards Iraq. As this 
issue is now before foe coi^ 1 must respect tbe legal con- 
straint that forbids journalistic comment on pend^ judi- 
cial cases. I trust the Jordanian legal system sufficiently to 
await tbe court’s finding s on this matter, especially in view 
of the more activist and patently fair coodoa of Jordanian 
courts in several recent cases involving the press and some 
state security matters. 

The fact that Mr. Ne'matt was detained for two days 
raises specific legal questions that the lawyers and foe 
courts will sort out in due time. I am not a lawyer, but my 
consultations with lawyers and specialists in this field sug- 
gest to me the following relevant questions about this mat- 
ter: Was it necessary to de tain M^. Ne'matt for two days, 
and to have Jordan's good name smeared aroood the 
world? Or, could the force and intent of Jordanian law 
have been served equally well by charging Mr. Ne'matt 
with slandering foe jourtolistic profession or endangering 
nqt i n nal security, ai^ then releasing him on bail without 
spending two nights in prison? If tbe state in feet deemed 
Ne’matt's conduct dangerous to national security or 
libellous to tbe good name of the Jordanian media, then 
why was he ever released on bail? (Either be is a menace 
and a threat and should remain in jail, or he is merely irk- 
some and not so dangerous to the well-being of our 4.2 
million Jordanians that be cannot be allowed to roam the 
streets). If tbe intent of the Press and Publications Law is 
to have journalists reveal their sources to a -court of law 
regarding stories thought to touch on national security or 
criminal issues — as the law states — and Mr. Ne'matt 
clearly stated his willingness to reveal his sources if a 
court of law asked him to do so, then why was be jailed for 
two days? 

1 and many others look forward to learning foe answers. 
The decisions and actions of the prosecutor-general in this 
case should prompt us to discuss the wider actions of gov- 
ernment officials in applying the law in a broad range of 
fields that affect the d^ly lives of millions of ordinaiy Jor- 
danians. Those of us who raise these issues do not do so 
because we are critical of Jordan, but because we deeply 
value Jordan and what it represents in modern historical 
terms: a daring and impressive determination in the devel- 
oping world to build an ethos of statehood based on 
respect for tbe dignity and rights of human beings, and on 
the humane and egalitarian conducr-of foe state. We are^ 
getfing there-fost, but wfe are not cbmpifetely tbere.yec « ” 

One of our great chailenges is to complete foe modern 
transition that this century has imposed on us: foe transi- 
tion from a traditional collective of separate tribal and eth- 


nic communities (that derive their identity, protection and 
well-being from their tribal and communal base), to a 
modem state in which the individual and foe femily ate 
protected by tbe force of laws that are equally and My 
applied to all Jordanian nationals, regardless of their 
wealth, social standing, or political inclinatioa 

As any Jordanian national wall attest — in court, in the 
press or in our hearts — one of our weaknesses as a coun- 
try is tbe uneven or inconsistent application of laws, rules 
and regulation* by government agencies and officials. For 
example, in my own personal life in the last several 
mnnfhg , I have encountered tbe following cases: 

A tax department official decided arbitrarily that the 

expenses of our private conqiaDy had to be ledn^ by ‘X 
thousand dinars, without providing any consistent or for- 
mal rationale for how this sum was cMtrived. Dialogue 
got us nowhere, so we ended up tqipealing the decision in 
the tax conn system. 

A traffic policeman issued us a paricing tick^ for 

allegedly parking in a no-parking zone in Sbmeisam. We 
checked carefully and there was no sign indicating that 
this is a no-paiking zone, and cars are always parked there. 
The policeman was no longer there when we saw the tick- 
et, and therefore we had no choice but to pay foe modest 
fine, or else go through a time-consuming legal process. 

— A customs agent at the airport arbitrarily decided that 
I should pay ‘X* hundred fonais inq>ort duty on a comput- 
er printer that I brought into the country and d^lared to 
tbe agent. He decided on his otvn the retail price of foe 
printer, which was much hi^er than its actual price, and 
thus 1 ended up paying more duty than I should have. Tbe 
alternative was to go through a time-consuming appeals 
process thut simply was not worth it I paid, and have been 
printing happily ever since. 

— An official at foe customs departmrai in Amman 
wrote the wrong value of a shipment of goods we import- 
ed, which then required a long and complex appeal 
process to correct foe amount written in tbe documents so 
that we would not be unfairiy over-charged on our end-of- 
year income tax calculations. 

These are only a few examples of incidents that 1 per- 
sonally experienced in recent months. Do they reflect 
mere inefficiency? Bad luck? Corruption? Boredom? Poor 
training? Resist^ce to modernisation? Lack of institu- 
tionalisation? Tbe cultural consequence of temperate ecol- 
ogy? Something less, or more, sinister? 1 do not really 
know. None of foese incidents on their own is particularly 
earth-shaking or destructive, but all of them may reflect a 
larger pattern of application of foe law that leaves too 
much room for personal interpretation or whim. 

Of course, one could argue credibly, this is our charm, 
this is what makes Jordan such a pleasant place. If you 
know the right person, or you have a cousin or neighbour 
strategically located in a government agency where you 
need to process some routine bureaucratic paperworic, tbe 
personal touch worics wonders. Tbe fle.xibility of personal 
iacerpreiatioa of laws and regulanoos can be a wooderful- 
if foe interpretations work in;yourfevpar: the same 
process can be very frustrating and damaging, even cosdy, 
if decisions go against you. Perhaps tbe most common 
phenomenon in tto lespea is foe corporate tax collector’s 


annual assessment, which changes according to 
vidual tax official who happens to audit your Lompany 

When tbe» phenomena occur in the realm of law appli- 
cation. in cases that involve charges of Mangenng state 
security or something near that magniiu^. the conse- 
auences are altogether more serious. Therefore, 1 surest, 
it is very important for Jordan to identify those ^as m w 
laws and legal system that still permit a wide laiiiude fw 
personal inteipreation by government officials, .w mat the 
rights and obligations of all Jordanians are clearly speUed 

out, understood and applied. . • t • 

If some points arise that do need interpretation, which is 
bound to b:q>pen. then the burden of inierpreiaiion should 
be placed on foe shoulders of courts and judges, not on foe 
shoulders of individual government officials of the execu- 
tive branch. Tbe whole point about our democnicy, plural- 
ism and respect for human rights is that they formally and 
unambiguously separate the functions of those who make 
the laws (tbe legislature) from those who in^ileoient them 
(the executive) from those who interpret them (the judi- 
ciary). We still have too many instances in Jordan where 
the t^e functions of governance can blur into tbe single 
phenomenon, personality, temperament and inclination of 
a government official. The law ofiea officially sanctions 
this; many laws, after specifying in great detail tbe rights 
and obligations of Jordanians and foe duties and powers of 
government officials, often end with a clause such as “or 
anything else that is so determined by tbe minister.'’ 

One of tbe Kingdom’s strengths today, is that such delib- 
erate ambiguity is being slowly contained and defined Ity 
foe courts. We have seen this in recent press cases, where 
courts overturned decisions by Ministry of Information 
officials to suspend two opposition newspapers. 

While it is true that c hann els exist for aj^aling tbe uni- 
lateral administrative decisions of government officials, 
foe parallel fact is that tbe time and cost of appealing are 
often too high to warrant exercising foe right of appeal. It 
is simply not worth foe time to speiKl half a day appealing 
against a JD S parking ticket that was wrongly issued. So 
we pay foe JD 5, enjoy a plate of fresh knafeh, and get on 
with life’s little blessings and agonies. But we actually pay 
a lot more than JD 5. We pay the much larger cost of the 
predicament foot bedevils most of tbe Third Wicxld: soizk 
lin gering pockets of imprecision ii) the separation of pow- 
ers in governance systems that boast about or still aspire to 
an ethos of democracy, participation and accouoiabUity. 

1 raise foese issues berause 1 believe that Jordan has too 
much decency, hoix>ur and goodwill to acquiesce much 
longer in those lingering pockets of imprecision within the 
business of political governance and the structures of 
statehood. Some people may think it is dangerous and 
seditious to raise foese issues..! think It is .dangerous to 
ignore them, and an act of dceply. afkcnotia^e patriotisin 
to raise them. We make our country tbe bek it can be by 
whittling away at its few imperfections, not by ignoring 
them. 


Clinton’s new Cuba initiative: Don’t bet on Castro’s 


By George Gedda 
The Associated Press 

WASHIN(jTON — 

Increasing contact between 
ordinary Cubans and Amer- 
icans is tte newest wrinkle 
in U.S. policy toward Cuba. 
Bnt President Fidel Castro 
has already said he sees foe 
idea as jost another gambit 
to undetmine his revolu- 
tion. 

And if Castro refuses to 
cooperate, be won’t get any 
complaints from Senate 
Majority Leader Bob Dole, 
who considers foe initiative 
evidence of administration 
weakness toward Cuba. 

President Clinton announced 
Friday he is easing restrictions 
on travel to Cuba so that 
American educators, clerics, 
environmentalists and human 
rights groups can work with 
independent counterparts in 


Cuba, which have been grow- 
ing in number recently. 

Tbe goal, Clinton said, is to 
**promote democracy and the 
free flow of ideas." Bnt to 
accomplish it, Clinton mil 
need tbe cooperation of tbe 
Cuban government, and Castro 
made clear two months ago he 
was not inffirested. 

He said die concept was 
antiioied by “foose who want 
te infiltrate us, weaten us, to 
cieate all ^>es of counter-rev- 
olutiooaiy oiganisations, and 
to destabilise die counby 
regardless of the conse- 
quences." 

He said Cuba would wel- 
come an American expert in 
compnters or another techno- 
logical area "that has nothing 
to do with ideology." 

Castro may have in mind die 
e:q)erience of Poland, where a 
mushrooming of contacts 
between non-official Poles and 


>Americans is widely believed 
to have heightened opposition 
to foe regime. In 1989, Poland 
became foe first communist 
country to turn to democracy 
as a result of rebellion from 
Within. 

The head of foe U.S. diplo- 
matic mission in Cuba, Joseph 
Sullivan, apprised Cuban offi- 
cials of the new policy Friday 
morning shortly after Clinton 
disclosed it in a speech. 

Cuban fbieiga ministry 
spdtesman hfignel Alfonso, in 
a telephone interview with tbe 
Associated Press in Mexico 
City. called Clinton’s 
announcement meaningless 
because it has no impact on die 
U.S. embargo against Cnba. 

"We don't give it any impor- 
tance whatsoever;” he said. 

Ricardo Alarcon, president 
of the Cuban pariiament, said 
foe United States "is continu- 
ing wifo die same policy..." 


"They have made a big noise 
over somediing that is 
absolutely nothing," Alarcon 
said at a news conference in 
Havana. 

Jose ffemandez, president of 
the Cuban-American National 
Foundation, an anti-commu- 
nist group, said Friday in 
Miami be doufes Castro will 
go along vafo Clinton's pro- 
posaL 

"The American people will 
only be able to communicate 
wifo foe Cuban people if Cas- 
tro allows it — and font's a 
big if." Hernandez said. 

Hie foundatioD’.s representa- 
tive in Washington, Jose Car- 
denas. said he has no objection 
to increased contacts so Icmg 
as leftist groups masquerading 
as apolitical oiganisations are 
not permitted to roam Cuba at 
will, serving as defenders of 
die regime. 

He said die new policy will 


have "maximum efiect" only if 
it is implemented "in concert 
wifo an intensification of eco- 
nomic pressure on Castro.*' 

Dole, came out in strong 
opposition to CHnten’s initia- 
tive and agreed wifo Cardenas 
that a tighter embargo is tbe 
answee 

A co-aufoor of pending leg- 
islation to accomplish that. 
Republican Dan Barton, said 
the initiative suggests Clinton 
is eager to have normal rela- 
tions with Castro. "I am veiy 
disfressed." said Buiroo. chair- 
man of tbe House International 
Relations Subcommittee on 
Latin America. 

Dole, a presidential candi- 
date, suggested that tbe easing 
of travel restrictions is tbe 
work (rf die "many advisers 
who fevonr normalising rela- 
tions wifo Cuba.” He said Fri- 
day's announcement may very 
well be tile end of the travel 


embargo. 

Another Republican presi- 
dential candidate. Senator PhD 
Gramm, accused Clinton of 
"putting out die welcome mat 
to Castro instead of tightenii^ 
foe noose around his aging 
neck." 

State Department 

spokesman Nicholas Burns 
acknowledged that the new 
policy could lead to additional 
dollar income for Cuba but. he 
said, there won’t be any 
"windfalls." 

OiDton, be added, wants "lo 
enhance foe ties between the 
people of the United States and 
the people of Cuba, and we 
hope in foe long-term they'll 
be part of our effort to provide 
more leverage on tbe Cuban 
government to change. 

"Cuba is the only non-demo- 
cratic govenunent in this 
hemisphere. Cuba is cleariy 
behind foe times." 




Unsafe hospitals 

To the Editor: 

MODERN AND sophisticated hospitals in our csqiital 
grow with quite a lemadrable speed. Just in» mushrooms 
do after a rainy day. Ho^tal extension projects are also 
underway, and God knows how many projected medical 
institutions are to be licensed yet Naturally, we do 
believe that the motif behind this significant growth is to 
primarily meet the medical needs of a continuoasly 
expanding community, and ixovide tbe most efficient and 
professional medical cam for its dtizens. 

Many of us have visited (for one reason or anotiier) one 
of those prestigious medic^ centres, and we must admit, 
what we see is iminessive in terms of architectural design, 
finishing and interior decoration. On the other hand, Jor- 
dan is known in the regitm for its reputd^le m^cal 
experts in many fields, whose achievements in foe med- 
ic^ profession have received international recognitioiL 
Well, that's the good news. Tbe bad news, however, is that 
some basic medical and ethical requiFements in our hos- 
pitals seem to be totally forgotten or simply neglected. 

I had been quite reluctant to believe all tbe absurd stor 
ries of medical negligence, dll a most recent incident that 
happened to a close friend (of mine and my husband’s) 
made me start to think chat there is some troth to what is 
being told. 

Our friend, a young man in his early thirties, had to 
undergo a minor surgery at one of foe private hospitals of 
his choice. All went well til/ the night a/i(er foe surgery, 
when be was administered an intravenous shot of a certain 


antibimics by a nurse on doty. She did her job hurriedly 
without fiiitber attending tbe patient Tbe injected med- 
ication had a dramatic and speedy side-effect on the 
patient, whose le^iratoiy system collapsed and in no 
time our friend was absolutely helpless, and believe it or 
not suffocating and choking to death. If it wasn’t for his 
hrofoer who was there at foe time of tbe inddeot, and 
screamed for help all around the place, I would have been 
probably writing an obituary ri^t now. The nurses who 
were rushed to foe scene were scared, confused and obvi- 
ously inexperienced, for it took a long time to resusdtate 
the patient As they say, all is well that ends well; yet to 
make things worse, on the following day, tbe patient con- 
tinued receiving medication which bad been suspended 
by tbe home physidan verbally and in writing on the 
patient’s ch^ And to cut foe story short, a lengthy 
dispute, between the borne doctor, foe resident doctor and 
staff nurse, and a written report as a result, tbe totally 
frightened patient dedded to leave the hospitd and rest at 
home in a rdaxing and at least safe atmosphere. If I am 
not mistaken, hospitals are obligated to provide a suitable 
climate for its patients, especially, when one pays a high 
price against what be expects to receive as services in 
return. 

Apparently, it takes more than excellent physidans and 
attractive fadlities to make a hospital be a truly comfort- 
able place m^cal treamieDt. 1 wish and hope many 
will support my view, that those who are instrumental in 
running our hospitals do foeir job wifo more dedication 
and sinceie.commitment, as well as pay greater atiendon 
to matteis of real substance, rather (hm give false imag«. 
It is foe well-being of any patient, legacdless of his sodal 
^tus, that must preoccupy their minds and deeds, instead 


of fffospects for commercial benefits. 1 would also like to 
add that nursing is among tbe noblest of jxofessions with 
lots of challenges and re^onsibilities involved but it must 
always be lemembeied that it is meant only for those who 
really love to do it. 

Mrs. Rumfena Nnseibdi, 
P.O. Box 926487, 

Amman 

A MENA logo! 

Tb the Editor: 

THE ONGOING preparations for foe upcoming Middle 
East and North Africa Economic S ummi t (MENA) are 
probably by now nearing completion. 

For tbe fim time in years, this country has tbe chance to 
project as an attractive investor-friendly environ- 
ment and an ^ropriate economic focal point of foe 
region. 

Om thing that seems to be iacking so far, however, is a 
conference logotype (logo), which would symbolise tbe 
confere^ $ significance and become its "trademark.*’ 

I would urge the organisers to introduce such a logo as 
^n as possible so that it is included in all foe conference 
literature and indeed tbe press articles related thereto. 

Mouneef ^L Zou’bi, 
P.O. Box 5022, 
ZahranlUSS 
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The front line: Defending human 


The U.N. Draft Declaration should goarantee the right! 
to defend human rights. As an absolute mmimnin Uiisj 
^oold indnde: 


* the right to defend the rights of other people: 

* the i^it to form human rights oi^anisatioiis; 

* the ri^t to advocate human r^hts ideas freely andl 
openfy; 

* the right to dioose to defoid any or aU human rights;! 

* tte right to (dttain and d^se the necessary! 
resources; 

* the right to communicate with national and intema-i 
fional NGOs, and to have unrestricted access to relevant! 
intergovernmental organisations; 

* tterightto participate in peaceftal actions promoting! 
the observance of human ri^ts; 

the right to Dse the law, and hie protected by it, in the! 
defence of human rights. 


that transcened party politi- 


HUMAN RIGHTS defend- 
ers are the women and men 
on the front lines of the 
struggle to realise the ideal 
proclaimed in the Universal 
Declaration of Human 
Rights, that all pe(wle 
should be free from “fear 
and warn.** Wherever there 
is persecution and oppres- 
sioD, when human rights are 
deni^ or human dignity 
threatened, when harassed 
minorities or oppressed 
petqiles are ax rid:, defend- 
ers strive to protect the 
weak and hold the powerfril 
toacconoL 

Those who stand up for 
human rights often pay a 
high price for their courage. 
Human rights defenders are 
assassinated for protesting 
against state violence. They 
are puled for demanding 
prisoners' rights. They **dis< 
appear'* because they inves- 
tigate abductions and politi- 
ck Joltings. They are 
harassed and have their 
wo^ curtailed through 
ostensibly legal channels: 
When their writing is 
banned or censored, when 
official lestrictioos prevoit 
them frcKU getting resources 
to support tbeir weak and 
deny them the right to 
organise, or p^ent them 
fr^ representing victims. 
Defenders get death threats, 
thdr telephcmes are t^ped, 
their houses are watched, 
tbeir families are intimidat- 
ed. The greatest threat 
comes from governments 
that have the most to hide; 


when a government cannot 
tolerate any from of dissent, 
these who speak out on 
human rights may be sign- 
ing tbeir own death warrant 
or detention order. 

Yet the struggle for human 
rights involves people in 
every region and vinuaUy 
e^^ country in tbe world. 
It espouses oniver^ princi- 
ples. embodied in interna- 
tional human rights instru- 
ments. The human rights 
community is a combina- 
tion of human rights NGOs 
and other individuals or 
associations, including 
trade unions, popular and 
religious organisations. 

Human rights defenders 
can be lawyers, journalists, 
peasant leaders, trade 
unionists, students, relatives 
of victims and many others 
who denounce and investi- 
gate violations: support and 
protect the victims; fi^t to 
end in^uhity; promote 
human ri^ts education; and 
mobilise th«r communities 
is campaigns to stop tbe 
violations. The woric of 
Amnesty International (AI) 
and other intemational 
human rights organisations 
would gri^ to a halt with- 
out the support, cooperation 
and infoonation they pro- 
vide. 

Even governments that 


^pear to have sophisticated 
mecharusms for human 
rights protection have not 
eliminated buznao rights 
violations. Defenders in 
these societies often work 
with the dispossessed, 
minorities, and other vul- 
nexaUe sectors. And by 
investigating and denounc- 
ing violations, defenders 
keep tbe state accountable 
for its actions and help to 
curb tbe authoritarian ten- 
dencies that can emerge in 
any government, no matter 
how open or democratic it 
^)peaistobe. 

lo countries suffering the 
consequences of violent 
'conflict or dictatorsh^, 
defenders have a decisive 
role. When trade unions and 
political parties have been 
banned, when parliaments 
have been dissolved and tbe 
free press closed, when (frs- 
sidents have teen mur- 
dered, jailed or forced into 
exile, human rights defend- 
ers are often tbe only force 
standby between tbe mass 
of ordinary people and tbe 
unbridled power of tbe 
state. No one else would 
take up the cases of peas- 
ants evicted from tbeir land. 
No one else would try to 
find out wbat bad h^Tpeoed 
to the men and women who 
have "*dis^>peaied.” Local 


activists are sometimes tiie 
only source of data about 
wh^ is really brq^oing in 
a particular countiy; 
alert iotemationai NGOs 
and tbe media and denounce 
human rights violations to 
the relevant bodies of tbe 
Unit^ Nations (U2^.). 

The role of human rights 
defeodeis is likewise key in 
countries undergmog major 
reform or transition. They 
ate among tbe first to take 
advantage of small democ- 
ratic openings, and they 
help create tbe space in 
which the right to peaceful 
dissent and freedom of 
expression can be exercised 
and piotec^ Because tiiey 
are mobilised for causes 


cal borders, defenders con- 
tribute to creating tbe civil 
consensus that frequently 
follows a period of extreme 
rqaession. Defenders Qy to 
ensure tiiat those responsi- 
ble for past hnman rights 
violations are held to 
account, but they also con- 
stitute a guarantee that jus- 
tice is not turned into 
ven^ance against tbe old 
oppressors. In addition, they 
to ensure that new-found 
freedoms flourish, by con- 
tinuing to investigate and 
denounce any new viola- 
tions of human rights. 

The UN. draft ^laration 
on human rights defenders 

Human rights defenders 


have often been left to stand 
alone, surviving through 
sheer grit and courage. 
Governments have singu- 
lariy failed to protect them. 
For more than 10 years state 
representatives at tbe U.N. 
Commission on Human 
Rights have been unable to 
reach agreement on the text 
of a basic declaration aimed 
at recognising and strength- 
ening the right to defend 
human rights. 

Tbe debate over the decla- 
ration has been charac- 
terised by the constant ten- 
sion between those who are 
trying to protect defenders, 
and reinforce the rights nec- 
essary for human rights 
work, and govemmeots that 
would like to impose a set 
of li^tations and obliga- 
tions that would make the 
work practically meaning- 
less. 

Most of the rights that 
make the defence of human 
rights possible are already 
guaranteed to all pe<^le: 
The right to freedom of 
expression, for example, or 
to freedom of associaiioD 
and peaceful assembly. But 
given that governments can 
be inventive in finding ways 
to restrict tbe exercise of 
human rights, and given 
that existing iDtemational 
instruments contain suffi- 


rights 


cieni restrictions already, 
the purpose of this declara- 
tion should be to fortify 
defenders’ rights in the face 
of real and sometimes vio- 
lent suppression by govern- 
ments and tbeir agents. 
Governments, on tbe other 
hand, do not need any ^di- 
tional protection from those 
who are peacefully exercis- 
ing their fondamenial rights 
and freedoms. 

The Working Group 
re^nsible for the draft 
operates by consensus, and 
progress has teen blocked 
by a few states that have 
taken advantage of the con- 
sensus rule to push for 
amendments airned at 
en:q)hasising the duties and 
responsibilities of human 
rights defenders, rather than 
tbeir rights and freedoms. 
The introduction of restric- 
tive proposals, especially 
from Cuba, China, Syria 
and Mexico, has accelerated 
during the last two sessions. 

Other states, including tbe 
USA, United Kingdom and 
Greece, have made valuable 
proposals on many issues 
but have objected to clauses 
that would allow tbizd par- 
ties to take court actions to 
protect the hu man rights of 
others. This could leave 
those most in need, like tbe 
‘^disappeared,” without pro- 


tection. 

A group of govern- 
mems would tike to subor- 
dinate tbe activities of 
defenders to national law, 
which often fells short of 
the rights and protections 
offered by international 
human rights standards. 
There have also been 
attempts to limit outside 
ffeandal and material sup- 
port And although the pri- 
mary role of human rights 
defenders is to act on bd^ 
of others, Cuba, supported 
by China, has proposed a 
wording that could restrict 
defends to defending only 
tbeir own rights. Tliis could 
mean, for instance, that a 
human rights activist might 
have the right to make a 
public declaration if be or 
she has been tortured, but 
would not have the ri^t to 
protest against tbe toriurte 
of any other person. 

The protection of those 
who defend and promote 
human rights is a matter of 
high priority for Al. 
Togetiier with otiaer inteioa- 
tional NGOs we must pro- 
tect defenders and legit- 
imise h uman rights activism 
in countries where it 
remains virtually impossi- 
ble today. As a first step, AI 
is urging the world’s gov- 
emmenis to agree a strong 
text for this dMlaration and 
to adopt it as a matter of 
urgency. 


Amnesty Intemational 


Bosnia’s kids take the 
risk of thinking peace 


Virtual reality of TV justice 
The media, the U.S. legal system 
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By Patrick Quinn 
The Associated Press 

SARAJEVO, Bosnia-Herzegovina — No 
more bombs.- No' more kming-^Iostead;- ibe 
security of a father home tiie-'wtir, 
toys aim long-fcn^tteo d^)s*at tbe beach'. 

Aimd signs diat Bosoi^ -adults may be 
ready to stop killing each other, its kids — 
whether in besieged Sarajevo or down the 
road in Serb-held Pale — are already 
dreaming about peace. A new ceasefire is 
to begin Thesday. 

But tbeir hope is tempered by the knowl- 
edge of what’s already lost — and of tbeir 
parents* version of who is to blame. 

*1 hope this thing, this war finishes,” 
mattered 9-year-oId Senad Kaliman, play- 
ing with friends around the ruins of a boose 
near Sarajevo’s inain hospital. 

The poUar of living inside, often in base- 
ments, was evident on bis small face and 
the fe^ of his playmates, all clad in hand- 
me-down sweaters and patched, baggy 
trousers. 

But at least they survived. In govern- 
ment-held Sar^vo alone, 1,601 children 
have been killed, 14,944 wounded and 
another 40,018 diq>lalted since the Serb 
sie^ began in April 1992. Thousands more 
have died elsewhere throughout Bosnia. 

The leader of Senad’s band of five 
friends is scruffy, 12-yes-old Kosta 
Bogojevic, an ethnic Serb kid with blond 
hair an easy smile. 

He said his parents didn’t trust previons 
ceasefires and kept him close to home. But 
with most Seri) heavy weapons pulled back 
from around Sarajevo, he and his friends 
were among many Sarqjevans out on a 
bii^t Saturday. 

In Pale, the Bosnian Serb stronghold just 
■Ml- miiftg east of where the boys stood, 
another S^, 7-year-old Thnja 
KrsmaDovic, was also playing with her 
friends. 

She once lived in Sarajevo, but she does- 
n't think she’ll be going baclc. Reflecting 
the laopagaoda that has driven the war, she 
said her hometown is “full of 'Huks.” 

Tuiks are what Serb nationalists call 
Bosnia’s Muslims because of tbe 400 ye^ 
of Ottoman Torldsh rule which end^ in 


the 19th century. In tbe Balkans, hatreds 
tend to be passed on from generation to 
generation. 

Tanja has also learned to be cautious 
about the prospects for peace. 

-'■‘“'‘'fb 'tii6,'‘p>siKe is.'"ii(frra'iay:dad>stayS at- • 
/j-home and-doesn’fgoro the front shir 
- said. “Dad told me-peace WIU come in a 
couple bf days, buL..” She didn’t finish the 
sentence. Ste jnst shrugged sce^cally. i 

In Banja Luka, tbe Bosnian Serbs’ 
biggest town. 11-year-oId Irena Stajcic and 
her best friend, 10-year-old Andjelija 
Jaokovic, said they missed tbeir home and 
tbeir fathers. 

Both Serb girls fled Drvar in westeni 
Bosnia-Hetzegovina when it was captured 
during a govemment-Croat offensive. 
Irena’s father was killed when a shell hit 
tbeir home. Andjelija’s fetter is usually at 
tbe front line. 

Neoad Samardzija, an 8-year-old from 
Banja Luka, said he, too, misses his father 
and brothers, who are on the front line. 
“I’m afraid for -tbem, and 1 pray to God 
every night to hide tiiem from the bullets ” 
be said. 

In his own way, 17-year-oId Neoad 
Hmjica, in Sarajevo also wants to hide 
from ihe buDets. At first he blustered that 
the Muslim-led government should not 
have accepted the ceasefire, a common 
opinion among adults. 

But there was a lapse in the bravado, and 
suddenly he was just a scared teenager. He 
admitted he would rather leave Sarajevo ' 
than fight ‘T’d rather run than join tbe 
army,” he said. 

A few yards away, Senad, Kosta and 
friend were heading to fee market on wbat 
would have been until recently an unheard- | 
of excursion: A check of toy prices. High ' 
on tbeir wish list were new ‘batman forev- 
. ef” dolls. 

At about $5 each, they were too expen- 
sive. Si»iad fingered his most prized pos- 
session, an old “masters of the universe” i 
figure. I 

Two of tbe boys, Mahir Potuikovic and 
Haris Busic, both 10, had other things on 
tbeir miod. The beach. 

“Yes, tbe beach, I remember feat,” pi^ 
in Bogojevic. “I want to go to the seaside 
and swim, swim a lot" 
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King, Queen return home 

(Continued from page I) 


while in fee U.S., the King 
sa'id there was a “prosmise 
and cornmitment to sup- 
port the development of 
our Armed Forces." 

.The King and Queen 
were received upon arrival 
^ His Royal Highness 
uown Prince Hassan. and 
their Royal Highnesses 


Princess Sarvatii, Prirreess 
Basma and other Royal 
family members as well as 
senior Jordanian officiak. 

Returning with the King 
and Queen were Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker and fee delegation 
who accompanied the King 
and Queen on their visits. 


Algeria 

(Cootfamed from page 12) 

no. respecting 

. Dn Sunday Algeria's secur- 
ity , services said they had 
wiped out" a ooup of 23 
?ni)ed Islamic rendamental- 
^_on fee western region of 
Sjdi Bel Abbes. 

, .The armed men, who were 
'uUed Saturday, belonged to 
^ group headed by Moham- 


mad Rashid Akal and had 
been behind several assas- 
sinations and 3Cts of sabotage 
in the Sidi Bel Abbes region 
and TIemcen in the far west, 
fee services said. 

It was one' of the heaviest 
death tolls in a single opera- 
tion announced in recent 
months. 

The latest deaths 
announced bring the number 
of Islamic fundamentalists 
killed in the past week to 68. 
according to official figures. 


2 Americans 

(Continued from page 12) 
ceremony in-Stockholm. with 
, the other laureates this year. 

Ms.. Nuesslein-Volhard. 
director of developmental 
biology a the institute, was 
the first German woman to 
win a Nobel Science Prize. 

The winners were 
announced this year amid an 
uproar over lobbying for a 
Nobel prize. A leading Swed- 
ish newsppaer reported last 
month that the 19K6 prize had 
been “bought" by an Italian 
drug firm. 

Nobel officials, prize- 
watchers and the laureate 
herself have ' dismissed (he 
report as completely wrong. 

But it ignited a debate ab- 
out influence on Nobel 
judges, who claim to be inde- 
pendent arbiters of scientific 
merit. And it may bring more 
scrutiny of the Iaureaie.s (his 
year. 


take equal blame for the spectacle 




of the’ O. J» Simpson trial 


By Bryan AM>Ieyard 

THE OJ Simpson trial was 
perhaps tbe most sensation- 
aDy globalised le^ process 
in history. Television car- 
ried the whole of tbe nine- 
monfe-long procedure 
around the worid, making 
Jn^e Lance Ito, defender 
Jo hnnie dbduan, prosecu- 
tor Marcia Cla^ and 
Simpson himself as familiar 
as any Baywatch babe or 
so^ stud. Wherever you 
travelled those feces could 
be seen on TV' or in news- 
papers, always frozen in the 
narrow confines of feat 
courtroom and always 
betraying tbe feUen, corrupt 
consciousness thm 
show was turning them into 
stars. 

Simpsoo himself was, of 
course, a star ^ready — an 
American foofeall hero and 
movie actOT. And that was 
the poinL Here was a man 
whose place in the 
Anu^can consciousness 
was so well defined ^aas. his 
trial had to be a show triaL 
Here was a hero who migfrt 
be a Tbe American 
public bad a right to know 
the truth, for, to them, fame 
is a matter of legitimate 
public interesL Fame is 
valid, ferne is important, 
feme enhances tbe right to 
know. 

So tbe trial became, liter- 
ally, a show trial. Simpson 
bad £3.6m to spend on l)is 
defence and tte stare of 
California bad £35m to 
sprad on his prosecution — 
for' that kind of money you 
could make a big movie. 
Amd so, of course, they did. 
Johnnie Cochran’s closing 
speech could have been 
modelled on Spencer 

Tracy’s performance in 
Inherit tbe Wind or Paul 
Newman’s in Tbe VerificL 
At every point in the trial 
you cofed feel fee pressure 
of old movies or TV shows, 
poshing the performers to 
pay it for the cameras, to 
play it the way the jury and 
the television aucUeoce 
expected it to be. 

And this, surely, is fee 
fi^ big lesson of the trial: 
Courtrooms should never, 
under any circumstances, be 
televised,' 

The arguments for tele- 
vised trials seem strong. If 
justice should be seen to be 
done, and If we already 



have public gal- 
leries, then there 
seems oo logical 
reason to exdude 
cameras. On the face 
of it they already 
teve the effect of 
increasing the num- 
ber of seats in the 
^ery. They are a 
neutral technology 
that siir^iy assists 
fee dissemination of 
the efefying and 
salutary spet^cle of 
justice at work. 

But tbe Sinqison 
trial demonstrates 
conduavely that 
cameras are not neu- 
tral. By extending 
tbe audience fix>m 
tens to mOlioos, tbe 
camer a introduces a 
new reality that is 
not merely quantitar 
tive. That r^ty is 
mass enterlainmeaL 
Tte audience is not 
locked in a court- 
room with nothing 
to watch but the 
trial. It is at home wife a 
remote control, watching 
the trial as a show, as one 
viewing opportunity among 
many. It even, thanks to tbe 
too-femiliar courtroom 
geometry, looks like other 
feows — Perry Mason, Tte 
Defenders, wbateveE, The 
TV manners of the U.S. 
courtroom are as ^oerical- 
ly ritualised as those of the 
sit-com. And once televised 
trials are like this, then all 
trials have to be, because 
that is what juries expect 

Tblevision transposes fee 
court from a physical to a 
virtual realm. Its res^ty and 
significance are relativised. 
If must compete, it must pay 
tiie mass game. This game 
requires shorfeand, instant 
recogoisabllity. So it forces 
conventions on the partici- 
pants. 

In Los Angeles a media- 
comprehensible reality was 
in^sed upon fee world to 
make it palatable to an audi- 
ence educated not to believe 
the evidence of tbeir own 
minds — feat truth is diffi- 
cult, reality ambiguous and 
people, even femous peo- 
ple, are unfathomable. Once 
you abandon feis awareness 
for fee cheap iirq^eratives of 
a TV show, then justice, an 
fejsolute at least in theory, 
becomes self-evidently 
iinpossibie. 


You could see tbe corrupt- 
ing need for these menda- 
cious conventions in 
Cochran’s ^proach to fee 
defence. He wanted to crai- 
vince tbe jury feat this trial 
bfeonged to a particular cin- 
ematic genre, the genre of 
libofe defence attorney 
fighting a corrupt racist 
system riddled wife evil 
plots. Get fee jury to recog- 
nise fee movie type and 
they would have no choice 
— in this genre -tbe defen- 
dant guilty or not, is always 
innocent 

So everybody in the court- 
room was tr^ped in a 
bizarre, cultux^ loop. 
Movies and television 
shows are made about trials. 
Directors touch them up in 
all tte right places — 
enlarge characters, heighten 
drama. People watcb the 
movies. That, they decide, 
is wbat justice must be like. 
Then they go oo Juries. 
Lawyers cannot afford to 
disappoint them so they 
start acting like Tracy or 
Newman. Liv^ television 
comes along wife all its 
attendant claims to "lea]- 
ism." The lawyers bam it up 
even more. Even the not- 
guilty verdict was delivered 
wife a suitably filmic, ago- 
nising pause. Amazingly we 
discover feat ‘Yeal** justice 


is just like the movies 
because, by now, it is. 

The horror of all feis is 
that somewhere at tbe start 
of this particular movie 
there were real bodies wife 
real blood and, even though 
he’s femous, Simpson was 
always a real man feeing tbe 
possibility of a r^ sen- 
tence. Yet who, deluged 
wife (his TV oveildll, could 
really keep that in mind? 
Television banished real 
hu man suffering by lulling 
us into thinking this really 
was a movie. 

But it was not just the 
fault of television. It was the 
whole American legal sys- 
tem that allowed this to hap- 
pen, allowed money and 
feme to comipt its proceed- 
ings. There are about 
25,000 murders in tte 
United States every year. 
Say they all came to trial 
and got tbe full OJ treat- 
ment — TV, superexpensive 
lawyers, months of evi- 
dence and so on. That 
means each one would cost 
around £40m — and within 
months tbe U.S. economy 
would have ground to a halt. 

But it doesn’t happen, it 
can’t happen, because the 
big lawyers don’t care about 
those little crimes. It is only 
when fee defendant is rich 
and/or femous feat the 
lawyers spot the chance of 


major fees, TV appear- 
ances, books and so otL It’s 
bad enough to know that fee 
Sinq>son triai was an event 
created by fee movies and 
fee media, even worse to 
know that it was ail done in 
collusion with lawyers. 
Once again the flagrant 
racket that is the American 
legal system is exposed. So 
much for Jefferson, so much 
for Lincoln, so much for the 
EnlightenmenL 

Amid, all this, tbe best, 
the most poignant joke of 
all was fee jury — kept off 
tbe TV screens to protect 
their anonymi^ and 
“sequestered" in hotel 
rooms to prevent coatami- 
nation by the media cover- 
age. Thm they were, fee 
quarantined distillation of 
the Republic's common 
sense, wondering what it all 
meant and who, if anybody, 
they were supposed to be. 

It couldn't work, of 
course. Only jurors who had 
never seen a television 
screen could be sufficiently 
pure to Judge Simpson. 
Only a few saints, mystics 
and lunatics would have 
qualified. They, in a world 
of TV justice and U.S. 
lawyers, would be fee only 
ones who knew anything for 
certain. 


Ttie Independent 
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World Bank seeks privatisation if conditions right Rich unions try to 

WASHINGTON (R) — The mic growth/' chief economist policies and unless their lead- member countries. “State enterprise reform ll. 03 .Ci Oil CUl I Cll vV ^ 

Wnrirl Rant !CimHav iimaH Mirhapl Rninn Mirl A nA«K ers had the ncditiml will tn It lOOkS at thC State SCCtOr hiis mOVed slowlv because it Ignored the countries or UK 4 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
Worid Bank Sunday urged 
developing countries to trans- 
fer stat&owned companies to 
I^vate bands, but said priva- 
tisation could only work if the 
conditions were right. 

Bank officials, introdudng 
a policy report called 
“Bureaucrats in Business/’ 
said big state-owned com- 
panies around the world were 
.throwing up barriers to 
growth. 

“Large state enterprise 
sectors are hindering econo- 


mic growth/' chief economist 
Michael Bruno told a news 
briefing. “They worsen gov- 
ernment fiscal deficits, crowd 
out private investment and 
consume scarce fimds that 
could be better spent on 
health and education. All of 
these hurt the economy and 
make it harder for people to 
escape poverty." 

But the report made dear 
that providing loans or tech- 
nical assistance for privatisa- 
tion was pointless unless 
countries presented credible 


pblides and unless their lead- 
ers had the pditical will to 
sell off state firms. 

“Few countries have the 
three conditions necessary 
for success: First that their 
leaders perceive reform as 
politically desirable, second 
that reform is politically 
feasible and third that reform 
is credible,” it said. 

The report, a glossy 346- 
page document, is the fourth 
in a series oS research papers 
lookmg at key policy issues 
faciiig the World Bank’s 178 


*$tate enterprise reform 


It looks at the state sector has moved slowly because it 
in a selection of developed* is politically cosuy — priva- 


aod devdoping countries, but 
condudes that words m sell- 
ing off the state sector have 
b^ louder than deeds. 

Much has been said about 
privatisation, bat in most 
coantries little has been 
done. 

“The so-called decade of 
divestiture has produced 
more hot air than hot pros- 
pects, said Mary Shirley, 
leader of the research team. 


tismg state enterpnses or 
otherwise improving their 
efiidency often means ci- 
ting jobs and eliminating 
long-established subsidies,” 
she added. 

The report said that the 
countries in the study priva- 
tised on average three state- 
owiied firms a year, alt hough 
each had hundreds of fir^ 
uUdi could be suitable for 
transfer. 


ignored the countries of the 
former Soviet Union, includ- 
ing. Russia — n^ere the pri- 
vatisation campaign has been 
dubbed the bi^est Kll-off of 
state property in hbtory. 


other cnses 


WASHINGTON (R) — Eco- 
nomic policymakers from 
*T would hesitate to specu- rich nations Sunday sought to 
late on there countries,” said defuse a looming currency 
Ms. Shirley. “Wc want to use crisis in Europe while oacK- 
measures which are objective ing longer-term measures to 
and consistent and spe^t- fight world financial 
ine about countries which wc emergendes in the tuture. 


have not analysed goes 
against the grain." 


Study: Public deficits to blame 
for long-term interest rate hikes 


WASHINGTON (AFP) 7- 
Real long-term interest rates 
grew by just one per cent 
over the past 35 years among 
the. 10 most indostrialised 
countries, even as gross sav- 
ings dropped by S.O per cent, 
a study issued by these coun- 
tries has found. 

The increase in long-term 
interest rates is a cause of 
concern for future economic 
growth and job creation, 
according to the study which 
suggested however that such 
risks should not be exagger- 
ate. 

The regular increase in 
long-term interest rates 
appeals mainly dne to the 
fact that savings have been 


dwindling, according to the 
study issued by the Group of 


Ten (G-10) groi^ of indus- 
trialised countries on the 
sideiines of the annual con- 
ference here of the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund and 
World Bank. 

The drop in public savings 
is mainly responsible for the 
overall decrease in savinp 
.within the G-10 which groups 
11 countries in all — Bel- 
gium, Britain, Canada, 


France, Germany, Italy, 
Japan, the Netherlands, 
Sweden, Switzeiland and the 
United States. 

The drop was due to lower 
private savings, but also a 
result of growing fiscal de- 
ficits. 

Growing demand for in- 
vestment, notably by de- 
veloping countries and others 
whi<A are being converted to 
a market economy, does not 
appear to have greatly concri- 
bnted to a rise in long-term 
interest rates, according to 
tire report. 

Capital inflows, notably to 
the so-called transition eco- 
nomies of eastern Europe, 
have grown rapidly since 
1990. with a peak in 1993. 
But in terms of gross domes- 
tic product, the increase rep- 
resents a return to the early 
1970's ratio. 

Over the past 25 years, the 
strong investment growth in 
developing countries was 
mostly sel^finanoed, accord- 
ing to the Ttpott. 

“Furthermore, even with 
the surge of the past few 
years, net capital flows to 
developing and transition 


countries amount to less than 
5.0 per cent of private savinp 
in the G-iO countries, com- 
pared to the 16 per cent 
abrarbed by the G-10 jniblic 
deficits," the study said. 


Senior banker sees 
£. Europe now in 
2nd stage of reform 


Paris ups 
rates to 
defend franc 


Because of the globalisa- 
tion of the economy, coun- 
tries no longer depend so 
much on home-produced sav- 
inp to finance investments. 

Globalisation has also 
brought abont other signifi- 
cant and dianges. 

The effects of real interest 
rates of changes in fiscal de- 
ficits are now spread across 
all countries int^rated into 
the ^obal financial system. 
This means that countries 
collectively have an interest 
in the soundness of fiscal 
policies. 

And it also implies that 
“countries pursuing unsus- 
tainable economic policies 
will pay sizeable risk pre- 
mia,” the report said. 

The study also said that a 
reduction in public deficits 
would increase national sav- 
inp and that fiscal consolida- 
tion would reduce long-term 
interest rate increases. 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
states of eastern Europe, and 
the former Soviet Union have 
moved towards a new stage 
of economic reform and in- 
ternational loans will lose sig- 
nificance as economies start 
to grow, a senior World Bank 
official said. 

World Bank Vice- 
President Wilfried Thalwitz 
told a news briefing Sunday 
that countries would soon 
start to concentrate on 
structural reform, streng- 
thening fragile financial sec- 
tors and improving tax laws. 

*i do have the feeling that 
the first phase of this historic, 
wrenching transition is com- 
ing to a close.” Mr. Thalwitz 
said. “The compression of 
output is coming to an end. 
Growth is widespread. 

Many countries of central 
and eastern Europe expect 
rapid growth this year and 
the economies of some for- 


climb back where it was be- 
fore the ^viet Union and its 
bloc of satellite states col- 
lapsed. 

“The name of the game is 
stable, sustainable economic 
growth. “Hungarian Finance 
Minister Lajos Bokros told 
the briefing. He admined re- 
forms had cut wages, but 
a dded: 

vlf we can manage a politi- 
cally very difficult'course — 
what we have is probably the 
most severe austerity* prog- 
ramme implemented in 
Europe — I think we can- 
recreate the basis for export- 
led and sustainable growth.” 

Mr. Thalwitz said the main 
message from the reform pro- 
cess was that “stability pays 
off.” “Stability is an inexor- 
able pan of the path back to 
growth and recovery." he 
said. 

The World Bank and the 
International Monetary 


PARIS (R) — The Bank of 
France took emergency ac- 
tion Monday to head off a 
further slide of the franc after 
fresh selling prompted by 
mounting fears about the 
country's chances of qual- 
ifying for European monet- 
ary union. 


After tightening lending 
Frilly to brake the franc's 


mer Soviet republics have. Fund, have lent most of the 


also started to turn round. 

But output remains below 
levels seen before reforms 
began and it will take time to 


countries of the former 
Soriet Bloc funds to speed 
their transition to a market 
economy. 


Bosnia needs $5b for reconstruction, Bank says 


WASHINGTON (R) — W 
nia will need S3 billion from 
the iDternational commonity 
to rebnfld its economy and 
create a decent standard of 
living in a country shattered 
by yean of war ^ a senior 
World Bank offid^ said Sun- 
dav. 


oay. 

wilfiied Tbalwitz, a vice 
preddent at the bank, said 
tile money would be needed 
to rebuild homes, reconstruct 


He said the figures came 
from a World Bank survey 
prepared before the latest 
ceasefire, due to take effea 
Tuesday. The d<^, brokered 
by U.S. envoy Richard Hol- 
brooke, increases the chance 
of a lasting peace but does 
not guarantee it. 

“The foct that peace is not 
assured does not render any 
figure useless," Mr. Thalwitz 
smd. “This was the besi effort we 


energy and transport systems can make to quantify about the 
and make banks and factories minimum effort ret^uir^ to 


government needed S12 bil- 
lion for post-war reconstruc- 
tion. 

Offidals of oeighbouriM 
Croatia also critid^ the 
gure as being far too low. 

“It's peanuts compared to 
what Bosnia really needs. 
Gties have been destroyed, 
villages burnt down, and you 
need railways, tnnnels, pipe- 
lines, water supplies...,” said 
Croatian Deputy Prime 
Minister Borislav Skegro. 

British Chancellor of the 


dominate everything and no- 
body has worked out how 
they are going to be applied,” 
Mr. Darke said at the end of 
a Group of Seven (G-7) fi- 
nance ministers meeting. 

The G-7 — Britiun, C^a- 
da, France, Germany, Italy, 
Japan and the United States 
— urged the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) and 
World Bank to assess Bos- 


nia's financing needs as 
quiddy as possible. 

This would enable the in- 
temationai community to 


dive, the independent central 
.bank stepped in a second 
time, boc^ng a key lending 
rate by more than a percen- 
tage point. 

The swift move won a re- 
spite for the franc, which 
recovered most of its early 
losses gainst the German 
mark, but currency analysts 
did not rule out a further 
speculative attack. 

By eariy afternoon, the ! 
franc stood at 3.51 per mark, ; 
up from a five-month low of 
3.53 hit early on Monday. 
The franc's pwty t^nst the 
mark is seen as the corner- 
stone of a future single Euro- 
pean currency. 

In an effort to calm the 
markets. Bundesbank Presi- 
dent Hans Tiftmeyer and 
German Finance Minister 
Theo Waigel piled in to sup- 
port French Fuiance Minister 
Jean Artbuis in insisting the 
franc was one of Europe's 
'Strongest currendes. 


“respond quickly, flexibly, 
and on suitable terms as soon 


as conditions warrant,” the 
G-7 said in a communique. 

France proposed offering 
Bosnia debt write-off as 

a condition for reconstruc- 
tion. 


IHATSCBAMBLEO-WORD GAME: 
by HmitI AmoM and Mik» Argirfon- 


Unscramble ttiese tour Jumbles, 
one letter to eacti square, to form 
four ordinaiy words. 
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DEBIA 


work again. establish a basis for life in the 

"We nave come to the con- territory.'' 
elusion that something like S3 Tbe World Bank figure on 

billion is a nece^ary input the cost of rebuilding the 
ftom the international com- former Yugoslav republic is 
munity for the restrudiiring much lower than one from 


Exdiequer Kenneth Darke 
said Saturday that donor 


states had to ensure that 


the cost of rebuilding the! finandng needs were correct- 
former Yugoslav republic is fy assessed and aid was prop- 


of the territory of Bosnia — 
and that may not be all,” Mr. 
Thalwitz told a news briefing. 


Bosnian Prime Minister 
Haris Silajdzic, who told an 
international conference bis 


erly distribated. 

“This mustn't be one of 
those international crises 
where big telephone figures 


THE Daily Crossword by Frank R. Jackson 
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SALT LOVERS FINP 
jr PIFFICULT 
TO PO THIS. 


SHELIC 


Now arrange Qie circled letters to 
fonn flie surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by Bie above cartoon. 


ACROSS rr 

1 Beginner, of 

sorts 

5 Type of beam — 

10 Snatch ” 

14 Bail 55 

15 Certain Arab 

16 Judge's garb ■ 

17 Retirement H 

acccunts, in 26 

short _ 

18 Coated. In a way ®4 

20 Certain permit ^ 

22 Prepares for 

press 42 

23 Is in session _ 

24 — Brummell * 46 

(dandy) 

26 Bone cavities ■ 

28 Harlequin, for M 

one 

30 Type of school 

34 S^al gathering 

35 Beach 64 

37 Commotion 

38 Slack of hay 67 

40 Precipitateness | 

41 Heroic poetry oii 

42 Actress Sommer ^ 

43 Aquatic 

mammals 4 

45 Before: pref. 

46 Other 5 

47 Sail on high 6 

48 Cornered 7 

50 Poetic 8 

contraction 9 

52 Certain Dutch 10 

colonist 1 1 

53 In unison 12 

56 Jargons 13 

60 Foundry 19 

63 Meat 21 

64 Family 24 

members 

65 Whether— 25 

66 Within: pref. 26 

67 Pairs 27 

66 Coin of 28 

Denmark 29 

69 Kind of party 31 


no m 112 I13 


iTV the Cellulite Fairy. If you jog 5 
miles every day, I’ll leave a bikini 
under your pillow!” 


Answer here: 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers lomorrow) 

JumUes: UTTER PIETY CORPSE RATION 
Answer Whatahatcanbeccxneonacddclay — 
ATOP" PRIORrTY 


Peanuts 


130 131 132 133 


YES, SIR.. I NEED SOME 
, SCHOOL SUPPLIES... > 


NEU BINPER..A 
COUPLE OF PENCILS. 
ANPMAVBE A PEN.. 


PO YOU HAVE ANY 
P- MINUS SPRAY? 


S3 154 155 


61 

62 




1 

63 




S” 





1 

66 




68” 





■ 

69 








Andy Cap 
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Yesterday’s puzzle solved: 


DOWN 

1 Spot of light 

2 Distinctive 
atmosphere 

3 Basics 


4 “ — , that's my 
baby* 

5 Trademarks 

6 Cupid 

7 Seasoning 

8 Termination 

9 Tear 

10 Chemist’s flask 

11 Menu word 

12 Aid 

13 Flowery areas 
19 Grassland 

21 Sch. gps. 

24 Good-natured 
ridicule 

25 Church dignity 

26 Up ^cornered) 

27 Eugene O’ — 

28 Cicero, e.g. 

29 Vermicelli 

31 Coin 

32 Worship 

33 Administered 
medicine 

36 "—were the 
days” 

39 Acuity . 
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KmA u.. 

rms puMp-l 


WirHOUrAnEANDTRE 


WSATHBZ/VUHArVVDULDj 

►THEYVWWeTDTALK 


^THEYHA/EIDTd 

,AB0 UT.»ib= 2 e— 


|S W EIEITISIOIRIRIOIWI 


|A CTaTD^ 


ISIEIAILHSIAIOI 


IM A|K E|H A SITIEISILIOIWILIYI 




Wa L o TpM||v[ « |o|M 
ij|u U B Ols H R I M Pll 
L A Sl|| T I E PjIlilB 
A R ¥■? A S 
lTi TTf L E G I A N T 
IDEA LMa W I T a 
BOAT sIn a D I R 


ISA V AjLfATS 
[aTv e HpMii 

|B A RB^” T 
|R t wB T P e I aTT 
L I E ■ B OATS 


Mntfn’Jeff 


44 Convertiplane 
49 TV Superman, 
George 

51 Slippery one 

52 Sew loosely 

53 Helper abbr. 

54 Put in storage 


55 Wine: pref. 

56 James Bond Ibe 

57 Image: var! 

58 Adios 

59 Plod 

61 Oriental pan 

62 Name in hockey 


yXJRS NO ARTIST' 
you eOULDKT HAVE 
RUKTED A 1 

GOOD Picture ! 


/UdHH/ \ 

OH.VEHP^ THAT 
JUST TAiCE SUPPOSED TO 

i aloohm^ME?. 




y' r tVMHT > 
} wMtfT I see ! ' 

rMSeODI AM.' 
1 CAN PAI^^■ A 
PICTURE IH ONE 
^OAY AHD'THINK 
'---TvNOTHtNS 


NEiTrtERjf imnT— 


SO 1/ 


DONT 

R(NN 

>.rri 


i ruhtedatail) \ 

} OH IT AND fv 

f SOLD rr AS }/(. 
^ A Picture /Is 
A^ant-e^^ 


PRAW 

youR 

OWN 


called General Arrangements ! 
ot Borrow to combat ftiture ; 
crises. 

It said Sunday it wanted to 
double that amount by set- 
ting up a parulld financing / 
arrangement that it and other 1 
nations would finance. 


Speakins to reporters on 
the frinecs of a meeting of the 
International Monetary 
Fund's (IMF's) policy- 
making Inicrim Committee. 
officiaFs from France. Italy 
and the European Commis- 
sion all played down recent 
Turmoil in the European cur- 
rency markets. 

Bank of Italy Governor 
Antonio Fazio bid he saw- 
room for a further rise in the 
value of the Italian lira on 
worid carrency markets while 
Bank of France Governor 
Jean-Claude Trichet reaf- 
firmed his backing for a 
stable French franc. 

The barrage of comments 
from usuallv taciturn policy- 
makers followed renewed 
pressure in the markets on 
the franc and lira and over- 
shadowed long-term moves 
to stren^en the underpin- 
nings of the world financial 
system. 

To help in that regard, the 
United States and its allies in 
the Group of Ten (G-10) — 
Belgium, Britain. Canada, 
France. Germany, Italy, 
Japan the Netherlands, 
Sweden and Switzerland — 
on Sunday endorsed a plan to 
beef up the IMF by setting 
up a series of credit lines it 
could draw on in an emergen- 
cy. 

The aim is to have money 
in place before another 
Mexico-style crisis occurs. It 
took a' billion package 
from the United States and 
the IMF to rescue Mexico 
from defaulting on its foreign 
debts on January. 

The G-10 is already com- 
mitted to providing the IMFv 
with S2S billion in emergency 
resources through the s6-. 


Among the potential - 
candidates arc: Australia, 
Austria. Colombia. Chile, . 
Denmark, Finland, Indone- • 
sia. Ireland. South Korea. 
Malaysia. Norway. Portugal, , 
Singapore. Spain. Thailand 
and the United .Arab Enii. 
rates. * 

Moves to buttress ihe 
ability of the IMF to combat '• 
future crises comes as the * 
global economic outlook is 
improving. 

“Since our la.st meeting in 
April there has been an im- 
provement in the underlying ■' 
conditions and outlook for • 
sustained non-inflationary ' • 
growth," U.S. Treasury 
Secretary Robert Rubin said. •’ 

Part of the optimism is due . 
to the dollar's steep lire in j 
recent months. Since hitting a , 
record low in April against . 
Ihe Japanese yen. the U.S. 
currenev has risen nearly 20 ! 
per cent, although in recent . 
days its rally has stalled. 

The dollar's advance has . 
helped take some of the heat , 
off Japan's stricken economy, 
boosting profits of the coun- 
try’s exporting companies . 
and enhancing overall confi- 
dence. 


HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR TUES- 
DAY, OCTOBER 10, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson. 
Astrologer. Carroll Righter 
AstnSogical Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 
19) Get every phase of your 
living better coordinated to- 
day so that ail flows more ^ 
^oothly and efficiently in ^ 
such a direction to bring you , 
better rewards. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May ri 

20) Be mote wUlins to listen.- ■ 
to .what a dynunic partner ■ 
has to say today and make •. 
the association more ideal in 
an effort to be more success- 
ful. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June ■ 

21) There may be a delay ' 
connected with your career 
activities, but be patient, and 
later today you can get much ' 
accompUsh^ just the same. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June ! ' 
22 to July 21) An associate ^ 
e^^cts too much of you at 
thu time, but do only that 
triuch is feasible and all will 
be well towards you attaining - ^ 
your expectations. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) ■ : 
If )ron have a more positive . : 
attitude towards the tasks at . • 
hand, you will find you get 
better results with diem and 
attaining your desires. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to-' 
September 22) Plan the 
amusement you most pre^;' 
so that you can enjoy it 
more in the days ahead. Be 
sure you keep promises made 
to dose friends and loved 
ones. 

UBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) You may feel •“ 


d is satisfied with home condi- > 
tions today, but tlUnk in a ' « 
positive way and all is im- , ‘ 
proved easily towanis yoifC'' 
having a good relationship ; ' 
with loved ones.,' 


SCORnO: (October 23 to‘ - 
November 21) The planets •" 
may not be conductive to 
getting good results for you * 
or others today. Just be pa- ‘ 
tient, and toni^t be with ' 
good friends for a pleasant *' ‘ 
time. : 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 

22 to December 21) This is a 

g<^ day to make a plan .' 
which can easily be followed ' 
that you gain your aims- 
aro desires. You may not be • 
feeling up to par, but hane in 
there. 


CAPRICORN: (December22 ■ 
to January 20) Make the - 
arrangements early today to • 

gain personal wishes and car- 

fy through with them in a 
fashion which will bring you 
tremendous success and re- 
wards. 


AQUARIUS; (January 21 to • 
Februaiy 19) You want to be ■ 
'wth good friends today, but ' 
they may be too busy with *' 
tjieir own affairs, so be pa- ’ 

Kf”L®!2 direction will ' 
Be fruitful. 

PISCK: (Februaiy 20 to' 
March 20) You have to study 
outside projects better 

wisdom and all works well. 
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Tourism 
body asks 
minis try 

to stop 
licensing 
new offices 


irir THE SOCIETY of 
Travd and Tourism agents 
has asked die Ministry of 
Tourism and Antiquities to 
freeze the issuance of licences 
for new tourism offices. Hie 
society's manager, Nicola 
Sabanekh, noted that there 
was a surplus in the number 
of operators in the business, 
pointing out that the number 
of licensed offices has 
reached 310. Mr. Sabanekh 
said there was an intention to 
raise the amount of guaran- 
tee for tourism offices to JD 
10,000 to protect the rights 
and interests of consumers. 
Asked about the increase in 
the number of complaints 
from holidaymakers against 
tour operators, the tourism 
business diief said that a 
committee from both the 
society and the ministry has 
been formed to look into any 
complaint and that the com- 
mittee would impose fines on 
any tour operator found guil- 
ty of not abiding by the ser- 
vices promised to a client, 
who will also be reimbursed 
for losses incurred (A1 Ra'i). 


☆☆ THE EXTRAORDIN- 
ARY meeting of the general 
assembly of me Middle East 
Investment Bank approved 
raising the banks capitm from ' 
JD 10 raOHon to JD 20 mfl- 
lion and audiorised the board' 
of directors to find the suit- 
able measures and select the 
2^>propriate time to achieve 
ttot end. The accumulated 
loss of the bank at the end of 
1994 stood at JD 2.85 million 
compared to JD 2.26 million 
at the end of 1993. The 
bank’s general manager de- 
nied any intention of a mer- 
ger with any other bank (Al 
Ra'i). 


fr* SECURITY PERSON- 
NEL foiled the largest opera- 
tion yet to distribute forged 
Saudi 500-riyal bills in Jot 7 
dan. The security people 
caught the gang in downtown 
Amman and confiscated hun- 
dreds of thousands of the 
forged banknotes whidi were 
fotmd to have been sophisti- 
cally printed in Aleppo and 
Homs in Syria. The Jorda- 
nian authorities informed the 
Saadis of the case which is 
being investigated further (Al 
Ra’i). 


frfr ACCORDING TO 
Hash cm Al Dabbas, head of 
the Lower House's Finance 
Committee, the salary in- 
^ promised by the gov- 
ernment for employees “was 
not up to the ambition and 
dd not correspond to the rise 
in the cost of Hx^g.” Howev- 
er, Mr. Dabbas added that 
tlK salary increase was in line 
with the economic adjust- 
inent programme being ear- 
ned out by the government. 
He indicated that any raise in 
wages would push the gov- 
ernment into borrowing 
wbidi would result in a high- 
er deficit and may lead to 
popping a million soft 
loan fri^ the World Bank. 
Commenti^ on complaints 
over the implementation of 
sales tax, Mr. Dabbas said 
that taxing auction traders of 
ears each time they sell a 
vehicle was in violation of the 
law and noted that such a 
step meant moving to the 
second stage of implementing 
the xralue added tax (VAT). 
He also said that many pro- 
ducts and services not subject 
to tire tax were being taxed 
oy government officials in 
wrong implementation of the 
tMation procedures. Mr. 
L^bas demanded that there 
quick amendment to the 
Uws that were not yet re- 
''tewed, especially the Gus- 
to^ Law which is being 
^^od, and to unjustified 
He Stressed that institu- 
oons should function inde- 
pao^ntly so as work at any 
^tution does not require 
ihuther processing at another 
®tte (Al Aswaq). 


Daiwa Bank chief quits 
as scandal widens 


TOKYO (R) — The presi- 
dent and two other top ex- 
ecutives of Japan’s Daiwa 
Bank resigned Monday in a 
widening scandal over con- 
cealed losses on bond deals at 
the bank's U.S. operations. 

The resignations followed 
huge losses on unauthorised 
bond trades at Daiwa's New 
York branch. But in new 
revelations, Daiwa also said 
tht another part of its U.S. 
operations, a mist banking 
subsidiary, had covered up 
losses on U.S. bond trading. 

Daiwa officials also told a 
news conference that several 
bank officials had been in- 
volved in the original scam at 
the New York branch, which 
had at first been blamed en- 
tirely on one former senior 
bond trader. 

Analysts said the newly re- 
vealed losses at tiie trust unit. 


which a finance ministry offi- 
cial said were concealed from 
both U.S. and Japanese au- 
thorities until last week, will 
greatly up^ U.S. regulators. 

The resignations of Daiwa 
Bank President Akira Fujita 
and two other top executives 
might be not enough to atone 
for tiie scandals, they also 
said. 

“I don’t have any words 
about the second case... 
Daiwa may be forced to give 
up its business in the United 
States,” said Yushiro. Ikuyo. 
first rice-president of Smith 
Barney International Inc. 

“Daiwa’s nightmare will 
last for a long time... Daiwa. 
is likely to be at the centre of 
the restructuring in Japanese 
banks as they xriil be forced 
to begin an industry-wide 
reshuffle due to the huge bad 
loans they haxw,” he said. 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the Ltmdon foreign exd^ge and 
bullion maAets Monday. 


One U.S. dollar 

1.3324/34 

Canadian dollar 


1.4108/18 

Deutsdiemaiks 


1.5782/92 

Dutch guilders 


1.1344/54 

Smss francs 


29.01/05 

Belgian francs 


4.9660/10 

French francs 


1606.7/7.7 

TtaKan lire 


10030/40 

Japanese yen 


6.9780/80 

Swedish crowns 


6.238030 

Norwe^an crowns 


5.4864/96 

Danish crowns 


1.4252/62 

Sin@4)ore dollars 


063QM0 

Austi^'an dollars 


7.7310/20 

Hong Kong dollars 

One sterling 

$1.5846«6 


One ounce <rf gold 

$384.60/385.00 



Top ABB official 

receives 


international award 

AMMAN — Pen^ Bamevik, president and chief executive 
officer (CES) of ABB, the international electrical en- 
gineering company, has been annonneed winner of die 
“1995 emerging markets CEO of the year a^areP' by the 
award oiganiseis ING Bank and International Media 
Partners at a ceremony in Washington, D.C. 

Mr. Barnexnk receive the award presented to *^e diief 
executive .of a company headquartered in the developed 
world whose expansion into emerging markets has best 
shown how these markets can contribute agnificantly to 
corporate revenues and profitability, and has benefitted tbe 
countries invoWed.” 

ABB established a regional office in Jordan in and 
have recently been awarded the Aqaba Thermal Power 
Station pioJect-Phase n for tbe amount of S141 million in 
addition to signing other contracts with JEA and JOPET- 
ROL. 
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Business upswing boosts UAE bank credits 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — An 
tqsurge in trade and other 
sectors boosted credits by the 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) commerdal hanks by 
neariy ei^ per cent in the 
second quarter of 1995, offi- 
cial figurea showed Monday. 

Domestic credits by the 
Gulf country’s 47 banks total- 
led around 71.7 billion 
duhams ($19.5 tnllion) at the 
end of June compart with 
66.5 iHllibn diihans ($18.1 
trillion) at the end of March, 
•according to studies pre- 
sented to an investment semi- 
nar in Abu Dhatri. 

Tbe figure is also higher by _ 
around 10 per cent over the' 


credits at tbe end of 1994 as 
there was a strong demand 
for funds due to an upswing 
in the coouneicial and con- 
struction sectors in the UAE, 
the studies said. 

Experts said the upswiM 
was partly caused by tbe ^ 
rise m oil prices in the first 
half of 19So compared with 
tbe first half of 1994. This 
meant more than $1.5 billion 
in extra income for die state 
coffers. 

Anotiier frwtor is the high 
return from investment in 
trade and constrnction and 
the absence of other major 
investment opportnnities m 
tiie local maricet. 

In 1994, the trade and 


New banking giant looms 
as Lloyds reveals merger 

talks with TSB 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
prosi^t of a new British , 
banking giant emerged Mon- ' 
day when Lloyds Bank, the 
fourth-biggest retail bank in 
Britain, and TSB Group 
announced they were in mer- 
ger talks. 

The merger would create 
“Britain’s largest retail 
bank,” with assets of about 
£140 billion ($222 billion). 
The new entity would be 
bigger than Barclays, Nation- 
al Westminster and Mid- 
lands, a spokesman for 
Uoyds said. 

Lloyds would take a con- 
trolling stake of 70 per cent, 
and TSB would hold 30 per 
cent, the two banks said in a 
joint statement, adding that 
the deal would be “in the best 
interests of customers, staff 
and shareholders.” 

Lloyds' chairman. Sir 
Brian Pitman, would be chief 
executive of the combined 
group, with TSB's Peter 
Ellwood as his deputy. 

The acquisition of TSB, 
formerly c^Ied Trustee Sav- 
ing Bank, would mark a 
turnaround for Lloyds, which 
fiu'led xrith takover bids for 
Midland Bank, bought up by 
the HSBC banking . group 
three years’ 'ago, and Starir 
dard CHaftered. 

The announcement of the 
talks surprised financiers who 
were aware of Lloyds' inten- 
tion to expand through new 
acquisitions, but had not seen 
TSB as a likely target. 

The Sunday limes had re- 
ported. that the bank in- 
tended to spend S3 billion on 
a new acquisition, without 
mentioning TSB. 

Analysts, however, wel- 
comed the news, saying that 
the merger would create huge 
cost sarings for Lloyds, in an 
increasingly competitive 
banking market. 


At NatWest Securities, 
Steven Kirk said Lloyds 
would be getting TSB at a 
“reasonable price,” consider- 
ing the scope for cost sarings, 
particularly in the merger of 
the banks' branch networks. 

But the main banking un- 
ion Bifu immediately conde- 
mned the announcement as 
“appalling.” General Secret- 
ary of Bifu, Teif Mills, 
warned of “savage” cutbacks 
in the branch network, 
adding that there was “abso- 
lutely no need” for a merger 
between the two profitable 
organisations. 

Lloyds has 43,500 staff in 
Britain with 1,8()0 branches, 
and TSB employs 25,0(X) staff 
in the U.K. with about 1,2(X) 
branches. 

British banks have already 
shed around 90,000 em- 
ployees over the last 10 years, 
and Sir Brian Pitman recently 
warned that 75,000 jobs, a 
fifth* of the current work- 
force, are at risk. 

These changes have come 
at a time of massive restruc- 
turing within the British 
financial service sector with 
the arrival of new informa- 
tion technolo^and intensify- 
ing competition. Tbis-.has. 
- multipli^ in Jth^ la:^ frw 
years after home loans 
groups convened into banks, 
a trend launched by Abbey 
National. 

Uovds went in the oppo- 
site oirection this summer,- 
acquiring the Cheltenham 
and Gloucester Building 
Society (C and C) for £1.8 
billion. 

In the first half of this year, 
Lloyds made profits of £735 
million, and TSB profits of 
£271 million. 

If the deal went ahead, it 
would value TSB at 329 
pence per share, including a 
spedal dividend of 68 pence. 


building sectors alone re- 
ceived nearly 32 billion 
diiiiams ($8.7 billion) in cre- 
dits from local* banks. 

Most of tbe increase in tbe 
second quarter was in credits 
extended to the private seo- 
•tor, wind) received an ad^- 
tional 3.16 bfllioo dirhams 
($^1 million). This raised its 
total credits to 68.4 billion 
dirhams ($18.6 billion), 
according to the studies, 
which central bank fi- 
gures. 

The papers gave no figures 
for the foUowmg months but 
bankets demand was still 
strong despite a slight decline 
in crude prices. 

“A key factor for the high 
demand for credits is that the 


goxremment expenditure has 
remained almost undianged 
and such profitable sectors as 
construction and trade are 
steadily growing,” one bank- 
er said. 

“This means more business 
for banks, espedally in tend- 
ing actnrity. According to un- 
audited balance sheets, most 
banks are expected to make 
higher profits in 1995 
although earnings hit a re- 
cord in 1994,” he added. 

The figures showed the tot- 
al assets of the UAE’s 19 
national banks and 28 foreign 
units grew by around 2.4 per 
cent to 175.8 billion diifaams 
($47.9 biOion) at the end of 
June from around 171.6 bil- 
lion dirhams ($46.7 billion) at 


the end of March. 

Foieiga assets, however, 
foil subtly to 57 billion 
diifaams ($15.53 billion) from 
57.9 billion diihams ($15.77 
billion). 

Deposits increased by 
around 2.5 per cent to 71.5 
billion dir hams ($19.4 bfliion) 
and shareholders equities, 
compriang cafrital and re- 
serves, rose by 3.2 per cent in 
20.38 - bOliOD dfahams ($5.55 
billion). 

This showed the capital 
adequacy, the ratio between 
shareholder equities and 
assets, averaged around- 12 
per cent, fru* higher than the 
ei^t per cent adeoua^ floor 
set by tbe Basle Omunittee 
banks worldwide. 
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Chorkina stars on bars, Podkopayea wins second gold 


SABAE, Japan (AP) — Rus- 
;Sia*s Svetlana Chorkina out- 
did mo already spectacular 
performances with a daz- 
zling. twisting show Monday 
and won the gold medal on 
the uneven bars at the World 
Gymnastics Championships. 

Ukraine's Lilia Podko- 
payeva. the women's indi- 
\'idual all-around gold medal- 
list here, gained another gold 
in the vault but shared it with 
Romania's Simona Amanar. 

Podkopayeva also was one 
of Chorkina's victims. She 
and China's Mo Huilan had 
tied with 9.837 marks before 
Chorkina pirouetted her way 
atop the bars to a 9.900. 

It was another blow for 
Mo. the high scorer of the 
team competition, who mis- 
sed' the women's all-around 
gold with a fall after a flaw- 
less balance beam routine 
•Sunday. 

China, first here in the 
men's team event and second 


in the women's, settled for 
silvers Monday by Mo. all- 
around men's champion Li 
Xiaoshuang in the floor exer- 
cises and Huang Huadong. 
who shared his with Japan's 
Yoshiaki Hatakeda on the 
pommel horse. 

But Li Donghua. who 
moved to Switzerland in 1989 
after being thrown off the 
Chinese team for marrying a 
Swiss woman, won gold for 
his adopted nation on the 
pommel horse. 

Vitaly Scherbo of Belenis. 
the 1993 world champion and 
winner of six gold medals at 
the 1992 Olympics, . won in 
the floor exercises. 

Italian strongman Yuri 
Chechi won his third con- 
secutive rings title. 

Five more speciality gold 
medals were to be decided 
Tuesday, final day of the 
championships. 

Chorkina's gold was the 
first here for the Russians. 


pionship. She tried a slightly 
more complex vault than 
Podkopayeva. but Podko- 
payeva was more solid and 
the marks came out even at 
9.781. Romani's Gina Go- 
gean. the 1994 champion, 
was third w-ith 9.706. 

In the men!s floor exer- 
cises. Scherbo bounced from 
somersault to somersault as if 
he were made of rubber. 


scoring 9.812 to Il's 9.775. 
Grigon* Misucin of Ukraine 
was third with 9.762. 

Scherbo, the all-around sil- 
ver medallist here, thus 
gained his 13ih wrold cham- 
pionships gold medal 

In a trio of near flawless 
routines on the horse. 
Switzerland's Li scored 
9.762. while Huang and 
Hatakeda each had 9.737. 


Hatakeda gave the host na- 
tion its second silver, after a 
second place in the men’s 
team event. 

Italy’s Chechi barely lei the 
rings ripple through his series 
of liandscands and strength 
holds, scoring 9.850. Roma- 
ni’s Dan Biurinca was second 
with 9.762 and Bulgaria’s Jor- 
dan Jovtchev third with 
9.750. 


They were shut entirely out 
of the team medals, breaking 
a streak by the Soviet Union 
and its Russian successors 
that went back to 1954. when 
the Soviets won both the 
men's and women's team 
golds. 


American Shannon Miller, 
the 1993 and 1994 women's 
all-around champion and 
1994 gold medallist on the 
balance beam, has been pla- 
gued by a foot injury. After 
ignoring the injury to help 
the Americans win the 
women's team bronze medal, 
she finished 12th in the all- 
around Sunday and seventh 
on the uneven bars Monday. 
She and Kerri strug both 
pulled out of the vault with 
injuries, and Jaycie Phelps 
was eighth and last on the 
bars. 


In the vault. Amanar gave 
Romania another gold to go 
with its women's team cham- 






World Champion Yuri Chechi of Italy per- World Gymnastics Championships 
forms on the rings on his way to win his third photo) 
successive gold in the apparatus finals at the 


(Reuters Lilia Podkopayeva of Ukraine flips over the the World Gymnastics 
balance beam on her way to win gold in the ters photo) 
women’s all-around individual competition at 


Championships (Reu- Svetlana Chorkina of Russia competes on her w ay to w in the 

uneven bars at the World Gymnastics Championships 
(Reuters photo) 


Top thoroughbreds vie 
for world's richest race 


DUBAI (R) — Ascot has 
royalty and Longdiamps is 
chic but for the really big 
money the top thoroughbreds 
are vyin^ for a place in the 
world's richest horse race in 
the Arabian desert. 

Prize money guaranteed at 
S4 million puts the inaugural 
race of the Dubai World Cup 
next March 27 in a dass of its 
own. 

Some 60 per cent of the 
purse — $2.4 million — goes 
to the winner who will be- 
come the champion of inter- 
national champions. 

Hrst entries for the 10- 
furlong (two-kilometre) race, 
which is designed exclusive 
for the best four-year olds 
from every continent, are due 
to be nominated Tuesday. 

It will be run at Nad A1 
Sheba, a modern equestrian 
complex lavished with the 
best that money can buy 
within sight of foe bustling 
dty of Dubai. 

Only one element is mis- 
sing — betting. The devout 
Muslims of foe Gulf Emirates 
do not permit gambling. So 
there are no odds. But race- 
goers are given a ticket per- 
mitting them to forecast win- 
ners. High-value prizes — 
o^n luxury consumer goods, 
sometimes horses — or cash 
are awarded. 

Only 14 starters will be 
allowed to run on Nad A1 
Sheba's floodlit track. They 


will be foe champions of foe 
Prix de L’Arc de Triomphe in 
Paris, foe Breeders' Cup and 
foe Arlington Million in foe 
United States, the Mel- 
bourne Cup in Australia, 
Tokyo’s Japan Cup, the 
Hong Kong international 
races and other fomous races. 

Huee will be runners from 
Europe, three from the 
Amencas, two from Austra- 
lia and New Zealand, two 
from Asia and four from 
hosts United Arab Emirates. 

One month before foe 
race, all 14 are expected to fly 
to Dubai to get accustomed 
to foe 25-28 degree Celsius 
climate and be pampered in 
an air-conditioned stabling 
block that has yet to rise from 
foe dese'rt sands. 

For everyone, it will be a 
return to the land of their 
fathers. 

All modern thoroughbreds 
trace their lineage to three 
Arabian stallions acquired by 
Europeans in the uth cen- 
tury which, crossed with 
European breeds, founded a 
dynasty whose descendants 
now run in every major rac- 
ing country. 

The Dul^ World Cup will 
thus mark foe return to foe 
Middle East of descendants 
of a legacy, says Sheikh Mak- 
toum Bin R^hid Al Mak- 
toum, ruler of Dubai and 
vice-president of the United 
Arab Emirates. 


The race is the inspiration 
of his younger brother Sheikh 
Mohammad Bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum, crown prince of 
Dubai, UAE defence minis- 
ter and foe world's roost suc- 
cessful owner with strings of 
successes to his name in sea- 
son after season. 

The Maktoum's main goal 
— apart from foe pleasure of 
seeing a few of their hun- 
dreds of horses in action on 
their home turf — is to en- 
hance Dubai’s status as foe 
sporting capita] of the Middle 
East. 

Golfs PGA Desert Qas- 
sic, a power boat Grand Prix 
in the warm waters of foe 
Gulf, ATP tennis and the 
Dubai Snooker Gassic are 
already fixtures on foe world 
sporting calendar. 

It is a racing certainty that 
an early favourite next March 
will run in foe royal blue 
colours of Godolphin, the 
Dubai yard whose phe- 
nomenal success this year has 
crowned Sheikh Mohammad 
with domination of major 
races around the world. 

Godolphin's all- 
conquering three-year-old 
diesinut colt Lammtarra has 
become one of racing's Ul- 
tima greats following victor- 
ies in the Epsom Derby, King 
G«^orge VI and Queen Eli- 
zabeth Diamond Stakes at 
Ascot and the Prix de L'Arc 
de Triomphe. 


Grafs contract with 
Opel in jeopardy 


FRANKFURT. Germany 
(AP) — Tennis star Steffi 
Graf, caught in a tangled web 
of tax evasion allegations, 
also faces loss of her million 
dollar contract with Opel, the 
German car-making subsidi- 
ary of Cenerai Motors, said 
Sunday. 

Opel supervisory board 
member. Hans. Wilhelm 
Gaeb. who is also head of 
General Motors Europe, said 
Steffi Grafs sponsorship con- 
tract would expire soon. It 
was worth an estimated 1.5 
million marks ($1 million) 
annually. 

“The four-year contract 
runs out at the end of foe 
year, and the conditions to 
extend it don't exist at the 
moment." Mr. Gaeb told the 
German sports news agenev 
SID. 

Mr. Gaeb also said that his 
comments in an interview 
with the -Munich-based Focus 
magazine, concerning Steffi 
Grafs ties with the U.S.- 
based marketing firm Advan- 
tage International, and its 
manager Philip de Picciot- 
to's. remain Opel's policy. 

In the interview. Mr. 
Gaeb. challenged Mr. Pic- 
ciotto to prove that he wasn't 
tied in with manipulation of 
sponsor funds and illegal 
money transfers to avoid 
taxes. . 

Mr. Gaeb also said that 
comments in a radio inter- 
view Sunday by Opel chair- 
man of the toard, David 


Herman, who said he saw no 
reason to break- with Steffi 
Graf, were made before Mr. 
Herman, who had just re- 
turned from a business trip, 
was brought up to date on the 
latest developments. 

Steffi Graf, who under- 
went a day of questioning by 
the Mannheim proseuctor's 
office on Thur^ay, could 
fece possible arrest soon. Der 
Spiegel Mag^ine of Ham- 
burg said in its editions that 
go on sale Monday. 

The mag^ne said Man- 
nheim district court judge 
Helmut Bauer commented 
after studying Steffi Grafs 
response to the questioning 
“1 foresee application for 
another arrest warrant." 

Peter Graf, her father and 
manager, and tax advisor 
Joachim Eckardt. are already 
jailed in investigative custody 
in the case. 

Peter Graf allegedly failed 
to report some 50 'million 
marks ($35.2 million) of his 
daughter's earnings over a 
period of several years, and 
used advantage international 
and another companv also 
linked to Mr. Picciotto. foe 
Netherlands-based Sunpark, 
to funnel the money out of 
Germany. 

Mr. Gaeb told Focus he 
suspects Mr. Picciotto was 
involved in questionable 
transfers of millions of marks 
in sponsor payments. He also 
hinted it was done without 


Allen wins sixth Ironman triathlon 


KAILUA-KONA. Hawaii 
(AP) — American Mark 
Allen passed Germany's 
Thomas Hellriegel around 
the 37-kiIometre mark of the 
marathon and held on to win 
his sixth Hawaii Ironman ti- 
tle. 

Allen was more than 13 
minutes behind the leader 
when he started the 
mararhon run in Saturday's 
Ironman Triathlon World 
Championship, and had *| 
doubts he could catch up. 

'*1 thought I could make up 
six or seven minutes, but 13 
seemed like a lot." he said. 

Allen's time for the 225- 
kiiometre race was 8 hours. 

20 minutes and 34 seconds, 
well off his record pace of 
8:07:45 in 1992. 

Allen sat out last year after 
winning the previous five 
years. 

Hellriegel had set a fast 
pace throughout the 179- 
kilometre -bicycle ride despite 
the strong headwinds, with 
Jurgen Z^ck. also of Ger- 
many. not far behind. After 
pulling ahead of defending 
champion Greg Welch of Au- 
stralia during the run. Allen 
was alon^ide another Ger- 
man. Rainer Mueller. 

Hellriegel finished second 
in 8:22:59. and Mueller was 
third in 8:25:23. but Zack fell 
back. 

With less than a mile to go. 
seven-time winner Paula 
Newby-Fraser of the United 
States appeared headed for 
her eighth women's victory. 
But she suddenly stopped 
running. pau.sed briefly and 


she collapsed about 27.3 
metres from the finish line. 

Another American. Karen 
Smyers. passed Newby- 
Fraser as she sat on a curb 
and won the women's title 
9:16:46. After several mi- 
nutes. Newby-Fraser was 
able to get up and walk to the 


finish line. 

I s u h e I ! a .M o u i h o n - 
MIchellys of France, was 
second in 9:25:13. Fernanda 
Keller of Brazil was third in 
9:37:48. and Newby-Fraser 
was fourth in 9:37:54. Wendy 
Ingraham of the United 
Slates was fifth in 9:42;.'I6. 
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Neitiur vulnerable. North deals. 
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Thefaiddins: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 

1 0 Paaa 1 A Pm 

INT Paw 4A Pm 

Pbm Pm 

Olpeniag lead: Jade of A 
How jKHi play certain suit comU- 
natio&a dependa on how many 
tricks you must win, or how many 
you can aSbrd to lose. Ihe trump 
suit on this deal is an example of 
structuring the play to meet your 
needs. 

Siuce Norths one-no-Qump rebid 
euarantaed at least two epadee, 
South waa certainly worth a jump 
to finir apadea on the second round 
To make an invitational jump of 
three spades wonld be putting too 
mudx strain on partner. 

West led the jock of clubs. How 


should declarer tackle the trump 
suit? 

With two losers outaide of 
trumps, the best way to play spades 
icr only one loser would be to bang 
out the ace of ^ades continue 
with a trump. Ihat would Emit the U 
loss to one orick if trumps were 2>2 1' 
or if either deGmder held a single- 
tan honor. 

Here,J)owever, dedaxer only 
one loser outside the trump suit 
and can afford to surrender two 
t^p tricks. Therelbra, dedarer’s 
euorts ahould be concentrated on 
guarding against a possible 4*0 
trump break, in ediich ene* there ia 
a danger of losing three trump 
tricks. 

Correct technique is to win the 
< 4 >enuig lead in hand and fire a lew 
spade toward dummy. If West 

shows out, insert the ten, foreing an 

honor from Eaet. Later you can 
Cross to dummy and take the 

marked finesae of tbe jack of spades 

— mission accomplish^ 

The eaiety play also works if the 
cards are diai^buted as in the dia- 
gram. West must win the first 
tnimp trick with an honor. When 
you regain the lead, you amply lead 
w trumps and surrsnds^ a 
tnck U) the remaining honor. The 
ace and jack will thee pick up the 
remaining trumps and Again the 
Gonirect 16 safe. 



CINE3VIA TEL634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

CINEMA TEL:e9923S 

PLAZA 

CINEMA TEL 677420 

CONCORD 

AMMOUN THEATRE 

TEL: 618274 - 618275 

1 

Nabil & Hisham's Theatre 
TEL: 625155 

.a 

Robert Redford, 

Demi Moore 
& Woody Harrelson 

Indecent Proposal 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

Sandra Bullack 
& Bill Pullman 
in 

While You 
Were Sleeping 

Shows : 12:30, 330. 530, 6:30. 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD "1” 

Adel Imam & Yusra 

3\rde of the Darkneee 

(Arabic) 

Shows; 12:30, 3:30, 6, 8:15, 10:45 
CONCORD ‘‘2” 
POLICE ACADEMY 
“MISSION TO MOSCOW” 

Shows: 4. 6, 8,10 

MUSA HIJAZIN 
“ Sumaa" 
in 

Hi Citizen 

daily at 8:30 p.m. 
Written & directed by 
Mohammad Shawaqfeh' 

Presents 

“Peace Oh Peace” 

in English every Saturday 

Show starts at 8:30 p.m. 
For reservation call 625155 
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CataJonjau 500cc rider Aiex Crhille is followed closely by Japanese Shinichi I(ofa during tbe Catalonian Motorcyding Grand 
Pite (Reuters photo) 


Criville wins European 
motorcycle prix 


BARCELONA (R) — 
Spain's Alex Crirille won the 
European Grand Prix 500cc 
motorcyding race on Sunday 
but once- against Australian 
world champion Michael 
Doohan had no luck in Spain. 

Doohan. who clinched the 


title in Argentina last month, 
had to seflde for fourth place 
in the last Grand Prix of the 
season, neariy five seconds 
behind fellow Honda rider 
Criville. 

The Australian was dep> 
rived of victory by Italy's 


Luca Cadalora in last year's 
European Grand Prix here 
and earlier this year crashed 
out of the Spanish Grand Prix 
in Jerez, handing victory to 
Spain's Alberto Puig. 

Criville manoeuvred his 
Honda through the 2S laps of 


U.S. officials defer dope test plan 


ATLANTA (R) — U.S. 
Olympic offidals on Sunday 
put off any action on a tough 
national anti-doping plan, 
throwing the plan into doubt 
for next year's Olympic 
Games. 

Directors of the U.S, 
Olympic Committee (USOC) 
did not vote on a resolution 
that would have required 
each Olympic sport to launch 
a tough *out-of'Competition 
J testing programme for train- 
ing athletes from the beeinnig 
of 1996. 

Currently only a few sporty 
require tests without notice 
on training athletes. 

Directors agreed that .the 
programme, hammered out 
by the USOC's Sports Medi- 
cine Committee, needed 
more time for ainsideration by 
individual sports and would 
therefore be deffered until 
the next board of directors' 
meeting in April, just three 
konths before the Atlanta 
Olympics. 

"There is no spedfic prob- 
lem with the programme, we 
just need more time for the 
mechanics of it to be im- 
plemented. I am sure it will 
be adopted at the next meet- 
ing," siad David Joyner, 
•chainnan of the Sports Medi- 
dne Committee. 

Olympic officials were 
doubtful the programme, 
which would put the United 
Slates at the forefront of the 
international battle against 
drugs in sport, would be 
ready for action during the 
intensive period of training 
and team selection ahead of 
the Olympics in Atlanta 
next July 19 to Aug. 4. 

The proposed S2.25 million 
programme mandates the 
U.S. governing bodies of 
each sport to administer out- 
of-comperition testing as welt 
as their current routine of 
random in-competition dope 
• -Jests. 

'To be genuinely effective, 
anti-doping measures must 
be carried on throughout the 
.training period. Out-of- 
competition drug testing 
should be administered with- 
out warning to the athlete. A 
no-advance notice, out-of- 
competition drug testing 


programme is required." the 
report said. 


tacles facing the anti-doping 
programme is financial — 


Sports officials attending governing bodies fear they 
the USOC direaors' meeting will have to foot the bill for 
said one of othe maj^ - jbs- the extra testing. 


YELLOW PLATE CAR FOR SALE 

A 1984, 4x4 Isuzu Trooper in gooij 
condition, two doors, siiver colour, duty 
unpaid. Price JD 1800. 

If interested please call 
622196 between 8 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Two bedrooms, two bathrooms, large living room; 
fully equipped, telephone, television & central 
heating. 

Location: Between the fourth & fifth Circle, Jabal 
Amman, near Ammon hotel. 

Tel: 777112 fromSam. - 2pja674Q2Bafter4p.m. 


WANTED 

Maths tutor in English needed for 
grades 9 and 1 1 . 

If interested please call: 
690604 or 670604 


FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

LOOUNQ FOR FUBNIffiBD APAKIMEKISAT GOOD PRKZSn 
2 BEDROOMS * I BEDROOM .PHONB*T,V.CH.-raCB PUBMITURB 
AT lABAL LUWEBDEH KEAR FREKCH OJLTURAL CEKTRB NEAR 
ARAB BANK MONTHLY PROM 2004SD WBEELY FROM »U0 

CALL: 619923 OR FAX 627449 


1) Location ; 7th Circle 

Furnished apartment, two bedrooms, sitting 
dining and reception, two bathrooms, and 
new Idtche n, private car parking and gard en. 

2) Location : Dair Ghbar/ Swaifeia 

Furnished apartment, two bedrooms, 
sitting and dining room, two bathrooms and 
new kitchen, nice garden. 

^ Interested : Call Tel 816421 


the 4.727-kilometre Mont- 
melo circuit outside Barcelo- 
na in 45 minutes 16.932 
seconds. 

Japan's Shinichi ftoh and 
Italy's Loris Capirossi. both 
also riding Hon<^. were less 
than a second behind in 
second and third places. 

Criville tussled for the ear- 
ly lead with comptarioi Car- 
los Checa. who was looking 
for his first Grand Prix vic- 
tory. 

Checa. replacing injured 
fellow Spanirad Puig, led on 
his Honda for 13 laps but 
made an error on tik 16th 
lap. crashed out and left tbe 
circuit in tears. 

-.Criville took charge and 
held off Itoh and Capirossi. 
who mounted a challenge 
four laps from the finish. 

Doohan won the world ti- 
tle with an aggregate of 2^ 
points from the Sfason's 13 
Grands Prix. 

Fellow Australian Daiyrl 
Beattie, fifth immediately 
hind Doohan on Sunday, was 
second in the final cham- 
pionship standings with 215 
points. 

Cadalora. who dropped 
out on Sunday after his 
Yamaha developed mecha- 
nical problems, was third 
overall with 176 and CriviUe 
fourth with 166. 


Olano wins world road title despite puncture 


DUITAMA, Colombia 
(R) — Abraham Olano 
^ Spain won the world 
title in professional road 
racing on Sunday despite 
riding the last kilometie 
of the race with a punc- 
tured back tyre. 

Olano, is, claimed the 
first major title of his 
career and shanered the 
hopes of his compatriot 
Miguel Indurain, who 
desperately wanted the 
World Ro^ Race title to 
add to his five Tour de 
France victories. 

Indurain finished 
second, 35 seconds be- 
hind Olano. beating Ita- 
ly's Marco Pantani into 
third place in a sprint 
finish that also involved 
Switzerland's Mauro 
Gianetti, who was 
fourth. 

Olano, who comes 
from the Basque Coun- 
try and is considered the 
successor to Indurain, 
con^leted the 15 laps of 
the 17.7-kilometre 
course in seven hours 
nine minutes 55 seconds. 


He made the decisive 
move on the descent dur- 
ing the penultimate lap. 


mg tne penultimate lap, 
speeding ahead of the 
leading pack as they 
were watching the moves 
of Indurain who 
appeared to be momen- 
tarily distracted by the 
tactical battle. 

Olano. who had 
finished second to Indu- 
rain in Wednesday's time 
trial, opened up a 35- 
second gap which he 
held during the 
punishing final climb and 
appeared to have wrap- 
ped up victory until the 
puncture. 

"A lot of things went 
through my head but I 
knew I had to put my 
head and go as fast as I 
could." he said, adding 
that the decision to 
attack had been spon- 
taneous. 

Indurain himself had 
suffered a puncture on a 
steep climb during the 
14th lap. He was forced 
to change bike, briefly 
lost touch with the pack 


but quickly caught them 
up again. 

The circuit around the 
provincial town of Duita- 
ma, which lies at 2,800 
metres above sea level, 
consisted of a long climb 
out of the town followed 
by a steep and twisting 
descent back into it. 

The first half of the 
race was held in hot sun- 
shine but heavy rain then 
made the circuit even 
more perilous. 

France’s Laurent 
Roux led for six laps 
early on, opening up a 
three-minute advantage 
at one stage, but drop- 
ped out in the ninth lap 
before the real racing 
had started. 

After that, several 
attacks were made but 
none was successfiil. 

Earlier on the 14th 
lap, Gianetti and Jose 
Maria Jimenez of Spain 
had broken away from 
the field on the climb but 
were quickly caught by 
the pack. 

Only around 20 riders 


finished the race on a 
course considered one of 
the toughest ever used 
for the world cham- 
pionships. 

Richard Virenque of 
France, whose king of 
the mountains title in 
this year's Tour de 
France made him a hot 
favourite for the title on 
a hilly course, lost con- 
tact with the pack on the 
final ascent. He even- 
tually finished sixth. 

Two-times world 
champion Gianni Bugno 
of Italy retired in the 
fourth lap. 

The host nation, who 
had high hopes of an 
historic win, ended up 
enmq^ handed. 

Oliverio Rincon, 
brought up on a fann 
which lies on the circuit, 
was in contention but 
lost touch with the lead- 
ing pack on the penulti- 
mate climb as did his 
compatriot Israel Ochoa. 

Rincon eventually 
finished eighth while 
Ochoa was 11th. 



Spanish Wnid Champion Abraham Olano (centre) is 
flanked by compatriot and silver medalist Miguel Indorain 
(UA) and bronae medalist Marco Pan^ of Italy dnrii% tbe 


■wards ceremony for tbe World Championship Road Race 
(Renters photo) 


INDOJORDAN CHEMICALS COMPANY LXa 

NOTICE FOR INVITATION TO BID 
FOR 

CIVIL CONmUUCTION WORK OF BUILDINGS / PACILTHES 

INDOJORDAN CHEMICALS COMPANY LTD. (UC), INVITES TENDER FOR 
SUPPLY AND CIVIL CONSTRUCTION WORKS OF THE FOLLOWING BUILDINGSf 
FACILITIES AT THE PROJECT SITE IN THE SPECIAL INDUSTRIAL FREE ZONE 
ATESHIDIYA 


TENDER REF. Na 
C4MS/95 


BUILDINCS / FACgJTIES 
SE CURIT Y ROOM -3 NOS. 
CS^FETERIA 
SAFETY/ FIRE CENTRE 
PRODUCT HANDLING OFFICE 
WEIGHBRIDGE ROOM 
TRUCK OPERATORS REST ROOM 
SECURITY/ TIME OFFICE 


THE TENDER DOCUMEN TS CO VERING THE SCOPE OF WORK, TECHNICAL 
SPECIFICATION AND OTHER GENERAL/ COMMERCIAL TERMS ARE 
AVAILABLE AT OUR OFHCE. 

INTERESTED CIVIL/ STRUCTURAL CONTRACTINC COMPANIES REGISTERED 
WITH MINISTRY OF PUBLIC WORKS IN JORDAN (GRADE I AND D) MAY 
COLLECT THE ABOVE TENDER DOCUMENTS ON PAYMENT BY CASH/DEMAND 
DRAFT (ADDRESSED TO "IN1XVJORDAN CHEMICALS COMPANY LTD." 
PAYABLE AT AMMAN) A SUM OF JD. 100 FROM THE MANAGER 
(ADMINISTRATION A PERSONNEL) INlX>JORDAN CHEMICALS COl, 3RD 
FLOOR, DELMON BUILDING, PAX BOX NO. 926787, AMMAN 11110, ON ANY 
WORKING DAY TILL 26.iaPE 

BIDDERS SHALL SUBMIT THECR BIDS SUPERSCRIBING THE TENDER REF. Na 
ON THE ENVELOPE ON OR BEFORE 1400 HRS. ON 30.11.95. 


BABU K. VERGHESE 
MANAGING DIRECTOR 
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^ AN EXQUISITE 9IET SHOP 
REQUIRES TO EpPlOY 




' •'4 - Good '' r 


sCorable . 


. - ‘ Good lOfls&iffA - 

esenf ^ r 

't ' The salary is inv^i&d^i^^js^^ccordii^ 


rc-v i 


to qualifications. 


please phone numb€3f^r^»S^4 7 5/6. 


FURNISHED FLAT IN JABAL AMMAN 
FOR RENT 

A fully furnished flat, in a small quiet building, 
located in Jabal Amman, 6th Circle (Sweifieh), 
consists of three bedrooms, salon, sitting room, 
veranda with telephone and separate heating. 

Contact Tel; 810681 


VILLA FOR RENT 

A 470 sq.m semi - attached villa on three levels 
at AI-Rabia area near Chinese Embassy 
consisting of one sitting / dining room, one living 
room, 4 bedrooms (2 master bedrooms + 2 
bedrooms), '3 bathrooms + 2 halves 
bathrooms, basement, main kitchen + 
kitchenette with wooden furniture, car park, 
water well, garden and telephone. 

Interested party please call ; 

831488 or 698135 


LIVE-IN FEMALE COOK 

CALL F-HOISrE 82S859 

FOR SALE 
VOLVO 460 GLE 

Duty Unpaid 
1993 , 1 Owner 
Full Option 
Excellent Condition 

Call: ( 846050 ) 
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Saturday 

One JD each local drink 

7:00 pm- 11:00 pm 

Sunday 

Hungry night 

snacks buffet free of charge 

8:00 pm- 11:00 pm 

Monday 

Live music [ one man show ) 
ladies hedf price 

7:00 pm- 11:00 pm 

'Tuesday 

Quiz night 

8:00 pm- llKlOpm 

'Thursday 

Dancing nig^ 

-minimum cB^ge 3JD 

8:0Q pm - 2J30 am 

Daily Happy Hour 

5:00 pm - 7:00 pm 

draft beer for half the price 





f AMMAN 

fel: 607607 


.., 1 | 
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2 Americans 


aind German 
win ‘95 Nobel 


for medicine 


STOCKHOLM (AP) — Two 
Americans and a German 
iron the Nobel Medicine 
prize Monday for gene stu- 
pes that help explain birth 
defects and miscarriages. 

llie laureates are Edward 
Lewis at California Institute 
of Technology; Christiane 
Nuessiein-Volhard at the 
Max Planck Institute for De- 
velopmental Biology in 
Tubeingen. Germany; and 
Eric F. Wieschaus at Prince- 
Ion University in the United 
States. 

. Their breakthrough, 
achieved over decades and 
culminating in the early 
i98Qs. has helped scientists 
begin to understand prob- 
iiems in early pregnancy, in- 
cluding birth defects and mis- 
carriage, Sweden's Karolins- 
ka Institute said in its cita- 
tion. 


“They let the genie out of 
the bottle. Their research 
have stimulated other re- 
search in many ocher fields.” 
award committee member 
Bjorn Vennstrom. a profes- 
sor at the Karolinska Insti- 
iDCe. said at a news confer- 


ence. 

. Their work has helped give 
scientists and doctors a better 
understanding of how and 
why the body rejects embi 70 s 
— a common occurrence for 
first-time mothers. 

Only about six of 20 ferri- 
iisations lead to children, and 
abundance of miscarriages 
ions has been an enigma. 

“It is very likely thatlgene- 
tic) damages of diis kind can 
explain why.” Mr. Venn- 
^om said. 

“Together,” the award 
citation said, “these three sci- 
entists have achieved a 
breakthrough that will help 
explain congenital malfornia- 
lions in man.** 

• The scientists used the low- 
^ fruit fly, well-known to 
uenerations of biology stu- 
SeritS, Kr studying Now some 

S cenes lead to mutations in 
evelopmem. the dtation 
said. 

(fe. ' Nuessiein-Volhard. 
52, and Mr. Wieschaus. 46. 
identified and classifled a set 
of IS genes that are key in 


determining the body plan 
and the formation of body 
segments — organs and 
wings. 

Mr. Lewis, 77, working 
separately since the 1940s. 
laid the ground for the work 
by discovering that genes 
were arranged in the same 
order on chromosomes as the 
body segments they control- 
led — the top genes control- 
led the head and the middle 
genes the abdominal region. 

The laureates reasoned 
that the mutated genes in 
fruit flies work the same way 
in humans. They did not 
actually work on human 
embryos, but were able to 
apply the principles to under- 
stand ailments such as waar- 
denburg's syndrome, a rare 
disease that causes deafness 
and facial deformity. 

“It is likely that mutations 
in such important genes are 
responsible for some of the 
early, spontaneous abortions 
that occur in man. and for 
some of the about 40 per cent 
of the congenital malforma- 
tions that develop due to 
unknown reasons,” the dta- 
tion said. 

Mr. Wieschaus. reached at 
home in the United States, 
said he was asleep when get- 
ting the telephone call early 
Moriday. 

“This man spoke to me in a 
Swedish accent. I thought he 
probably had the wrong num- 
ber. Maybe he did. but 
they're not going to take it 
back.” Mr. Wieschaus said. 

Noting that most of the 
experiments were done on 
fruit flies, he said. “We didn't 
know it at the time, but we 
found out every'thing in life is 
so similar, that the same 
genes that work in flies are 
the ones that work in hu- 


mans. 

He said he and his co- 
workers will share.the prize. 
“I think we*ll be able to 
figure out how to divide it up. 
I think ril go out and buy 
some books.” 

The prize this year is worth 
7.2 million kronor (SI mil- 
lion). The winner will be 
honoured on Dec. 10 at a 


(Continued on 7) 


U.N., despite war, 
seeks Afghan aid 


GENEVA (R) — The- Un- 
ited Nations, insisting much 
of Afghanistan remained at 
peace despite a new upsurge 
In fighting, on Monday 
appealed to governments 
.'around the world for S124 
million to help the war- 
rtattered Asian state. 

■ Ihe appeal was launched * 
by Peter Hansen, U-N. 
iuider-secretary general for 
' humanitarian atiairs, at a 
Geneva meeting of represen- 
. larives of countries who 
haVe contributed to similar 
appeals in the past. 

• “While a solution to the 
country's political problems 
is still awaited, most parts of 
Ihe country enjoy relative 
' peace and stability,” said a 
. statement from Mr. Hansen 
issued as the meeting ^t 
under way. 

Evidence of normalisation. 
Ihe statement said, “is to be 
^n alongside remnants of 
'.massive destruction.” 

Mr. Hansen, of Denmark, 
llew to Geneva at the 
weekend after a three-day 
jvisit to Af^anistan — where 
a flerce struggle for the capit- 
al Kabul is looming between 
Torces loyal to President 
Buriianuddin Rabbani and 
the 'Taliban movement. 

A T^iban front-line com- 
inander at Maidan Shahr, ab- 
out 30 kilometres south-west 
ot Kabul, said at the weekend 
his forces would not consider 
a ceasefire proposed by the 
U.N. and would attack the 


litanon, including mine clear- 
ance. food aid and health 
assistance, to 200,000 imer- 
naJly displaced people. The 
fun^ will also be used to 
bring home some three mil- 
lion refugees soil in nei^- 
bouimg countries. 

For the previous 12-mdhrh 
period until the end of 
September this year, the Un- 
ited Nations had sought S10€ 
million but donor pledges 
met only three quarters of the 
total. 

Pakistan on Monday expel- 
led Masood Khalili, the 
Islamabad-based envoy of 
President Rabbani, his family 
said. 

Pakistani officials were not 
immediately available for 
comment on the expubion, 
the latest sign of worsening 
relations between Islamabad 
and Kabul. 

.Mr. Khalili's l5-year-old 
sofn Mahmoud' told Reuters 
tba{ police were taking his 
father to the Afghan border 
by car. The rest of his family, 
living in Islamabad, had been 
given 48 hours to leave Pakis- 
tan. 


city when they were, ready. 
Mr. 


Hansen told reporters 
in Islamabad, Pakbtan. after 
leaving Kabul on Satur^y 


that he had void sq^uabbling- 
adc 


-Afj^an faction leaders -they 
must work for peace if their 
country was to attract more 
. international support. 

*1110 new appeal comes . 
amid declining donor interest ' 
in the country — where the 
•old Soviet and ihe 

."West foughfa'-fe-yearproxy 
.war during the 1980s and 
* poured in military aid worth 
'mllions of dollars to the then- 
;]^4arxist government and its 
.Islamic guerrilla opponents. 

. The fonds are sought to 
: cover the relief and rehabi- 


Pakistan says it has no 
favourites among Afghan 
groups, but Kabul accuses it 
of hacking the Talibans. 

On Sepr. 21, Pakistan 
ordered the Afghan charge 
d'affaires and 12 other diplo^ 
mats to leave iif retaliation 
for an attack on its Kabul 
embassy on Sept. 6. 

Pakistan's relations with 
the Afghan government are 
now at their lowest point 
since Mr. Rabbani took pow- 
er a few months after the fall 
of a pro-Gommunbt regime in 
Kabul in April, 1992. 

Foreign Minister Assef 
Ahmad Ali told a news con- 
ference on Sunday that Pakis- 
tan fully supported United 
Nations efforts to broker a 
peaceful settlement among 
warring Afghan faction?. 

“We feel no rancour or 
enmity (towards the Kabul 
government) despite their 
provocations and insults.” he 
said. “What Afghans feel ab- 
out their own government is a 
matter for the Afghan na- 
tion.” 







INFORMATION FLOW: His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, on Monday visits the studios of the Jordan 
Radio and Television Corporation (see story on page one) photo by Boghos) 
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Deputies blame government for their 
poor performance and call for reform 


By Sa’eda Kilani 
Spedai to the Jordan 77mes 


AMMAN — Lower House of 
Parliament deputies on Mon- 
day blamed the government 
for the poor performance of 
lawmakers and called for 
amendments in the Constitu- 


tion that dve more powers to 
>(ativ< 


the legislative authority. 

In the final session' of a 
seminar on “Parliamentary- 
Work: Prospects and 

Realities,” parliamentarians 
described the dissolution of 
Parliament in .August 1993 
and the introduction of the 
one-person, one-vote Elec- 
tion Law as major violations 
of the legislative authority-'s 
powers. 

Some went as far as to 
criticise what they described 


as the executive authority's 
“hiding” behind His Majesty 
King Hussein. 

“Constitutionally, the ex- 
ecutive authority has exces- 
sive powers, and despite the 
fact that I respect the Con- 
stitution, there are ceruin 
prorisions in it that negative- 
ly influence the* performantt 
of Parliament," said leftist 
Deputy Mustafa Shneikat. 

"I respect the wishes of the 
King, but (the executive au- 
thority) hides behind -him to 
pass its policies,” he said. 

Independent Islamist De- 
put y Abdul Razzaq 
Tubeishat also accused the 
government of interfering in 
the work of the leaslative 
authority and said that this 
violates the Constitution. He 
called for a “new and mod- 


ern" election law that would 
pn^uce a strong parliament. 

“It is in the interest of the 
government and the people 
to have a strong parliament," 
Dr. Tubeishat said. 

Leftist deputies Bassam 
Haddadin and Toujan Faisal 
also voiced similar hopes and 
levelled criticism at the gov- 
ernment but followed diffe- 
rent tracks in explaining their 
views. 

Ms. Faisal attacked the 
government's proposal of a 
new election law. She said 27 
deputies forwarded a bill last 
year and this was not discus- 
sed by the House's Legal 
Committee. 

Mr. Haddadin called for 
amending the House's bylaws 
in order to strengthen the 
role of the legislature. 


“I was deprived of my right 
to question (the executive au- 
thority) two times in a row,” 
said Mr. Haddadin. 

Islamist D^uty Suleiman 
Sa'ad complained of what he 
described as the govern- 
ment's disrespect of the law- 
makers' questions and said 
that lawmakers were not able 
to monitor and supervise the 
executive authority's per- 
formance due to the delay in 
ministers' response to their 
questions. 

'There were some ques- 
tions raised two years ago 
that received no reply until 
now," Deputy Sa'ad said. 
“Also the half-hour dedi- 
cated at the beginning of 
every session for questions 


KHIAM (AFP) — A six- 
member team of the Interna- 
tional (Tommittce of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) was allowed 
Monday to visit the Israeli- 
controlled Khiam prison in 
the South Lebanon “security 
zone” for the first time since 
the jail was opened in 1984. 

A two-car convoy entered 
the jail, where about 250 ‘ 
prisoners, mostly Lebanese, 
arc held without trial, some 
for more than 10 years. 

The ICRC is expected to 
make daily visits to the prison 
this week and spend up to 
five hours inside the com- 
pound, said a spokesman for 
Israel's proxy South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) militia which 
runs Khiam. 

A ICRC statement re- 
leased in Beirut from its 
Geneva headquarters said 
that four Arabic-speaking dc- 
' legates, a doctor and an inter- 
preter entered the prison for 
the first time Monday. 

“During the visit the delc- 
|ates will assess the de- 
tainees' treatment and their 
material and psychological 
conditions of detention.'* the 
statement said. 

Its findings and recom- 
mendations would be submit- 
ted to the relevant authorities 
in a confidential report, it 
said. 

The ICRC stressed that iu 
“standard working condi- 
tions” included the right to 
be able to repeat its visits as 
well as to see all the detainees 


in pnvate. 

<jn Sunday the SLA said it 


(Continued on page 3) 


had authorised the ICRC to 
enter the prison to allow rep- 
resentatives to see the prison- 
ers and interview them pri- 
vately. 

Human rights organisa- 
tions have denounced condi- 
tions at the prison and com- 
piled statements from witnes- 
ses complaining that torture 
is used during interrogations, 
which are said to be carried 
out by Israeli officers. 

In January the SLA 
allowed the ICRC to organise 
visits by relatives to the pris- 


(Coniinued on page 3) 



Palestinian journalist arrested in Gaza 


'GAZA CITY (AFP) — A Palestinian journalist has been 

irt< 


arrested by Gaza security services after his newspaper , 
published a statement from the militant Hamas group, 
editors at the daily said Monday. Taher Nunu. a corr^pon- 
dem at .A1 Nahar newspaper in East Jerusalem, was called 
in by Palestinian security agents on Sunday in the Gaza 
Strip and has not been released. Colleagues of Mr. Nunu 
have asked the Palestinian Information Ministry to inter- 
vene to obtain his release. 


Arabs plan 'genetic map’ to halt disease 


CAIRO (AFP) — Arab states examined on Monday the 
idea of creating a "genetic map” of the region to help fight 
hereditary diseases made common by the custom of 
.marrying cousins, Arab League officials said. The league's 
panel on preventive and genetic medicine began a three- 
day session Monday in Cairo with representatives from 
health ministries of eight Arab countries. Deputy Secretary 
.General Ahmed Kadri said. Mr. Kadri told the press he 
asked the committee to. work on an “Arab genetic map.” 
Genetic diseases are among the “most important striking 
the Arab World (due to) the tradition of marrying 
relatives,” Mr. Kadri said. 


18 held for Sudan unrest — opposition 


CAIRO (AFP) — Sudan arrested 18 prapie in a security 
sweep last week, eight of them students, in connection with 
a wave of anti-government protests, the opposition Umma 


Party said in a communique on Monday. *rhe IS were 
arrested during raids Thursday in the town of Hasahisa. 100 


kilometres southeast of Khartoum, the Umma Party said. 
Police accused them of “preparing and participating in 
“violent anti-^vemmem demonstrations which broke out 
in several cities in September. Hasahisa lies directly 
between the capital and the town of Wadi Madant. two 
centres of the protests. 


Two Pakistanis beheaded in S. Arabia 


RIYADH (AP) — Two Pakistanus convicted of drug 
trafficking were beheaded Monday in the Red Sea city of 
Jeddah, the official Saudi Press Agency reported. The 
e.xecutions of the two men, identified tiy the agency as 
Shafee-Uliah Abdullah and Gulzar Ahmad Mohammad, 
raised to 184 the number of beheadings in Saudi Arabia so 
far this year, already higher than any previous year. Most 
of those beheaded this year were convicted drug smugglers 
from Asia and Africa. 


Iran detains Iraqi fishermen 


TEHR.-\N (AP) ■— Iran has arrested 10 Iraqis on a boat 
that strayed into Iranian waters, the Iran Daily reported 
Monday. The Farsi-language newspaper said the boat was 
spotted near the Culf coastal town of Genaveh in southern 
Busheher province and quoted the Iraqis as saying they 
were fishermen. The Iraqis were handed over to local 
judicial authorities, the paper said without giving further 
details. 


Rushdie can fly Lufthansa again 


BONN (AFP) — Salman Rushdie, condemned to death by 
the Iranian religious leader Ayatollah Khomeini in 1969. 
can once again fly by the German airline Lufthansa, the 
Tageszeitung newspaper reported Monday. The airline had 
refused to accept the British author as a passenger on its 
plir.L’s 'r-ecau;? of the death sent<>nce imposed on for 
! •;. b --*!; "Si'.i.iic \'er‘ie?,” ■••.bicb Islamic aL»:h-.?ri;;es 
cc-r.si(Jjr hiuspheir.ous. Bui in a letter of which the paper 
published an extract, Mr. Rushdie indicated that this ban 
had now been lifted. "I have been in regular, direct touch 
unth Lufthansa. As a result of our conversations no 
differences now remain between us. We have agreed, for 
obvious precautionary reasons, to make no further state- ' 
ments on the matter.” he wrote. 


Arabs, Africans must compete 
with West, league official says 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
African and Arab states must 
forge closer ties to overcome 
economic domination of the 
developing w'orid by the in- 
dustrialised West, a top Arab 
League official told a confer- 
ence in South Africa on Mon- 
day. 

“We can not any more 
entertain false illusion about 
the 80-called North-South di- 
alogue. whose results were as 
expected, if not planned, no- 
thing but harsher economic 
measures, more domination 
of our markets, stronger con- 
trol of whatever is left of our 
raw materials." Adnan 
Omran. Arab League under- 
secretar}’ for political affairs, 
told the Afro-Arab Trade 
Fair in South Africa's com- 
mercial capital Johannes- 
burg. , 

“They continue to force 
tiieir system of trade, their 
system of production and 
consequently their system of 
pricing, where we have to sell 
for one what they then sell 
for 10,” he said.' 


“The need is pressing for 
further closeness and deeper 
solidarity, given the new and 
fast globaf transformation 
which includes... the rising of 
giant political and economic 
Roupings and the laying of 
greater emphasis on the im- 
portance of regional coopera- 
tion.” Mr. Omran said. 

Earlier. South African 
President Nelson Mandela 
said rapid increases in trade 
between post-apartheid 
South Africa and other Afri- 
can and Arab countries high- 
lighted the immense potemiai 
for trade and investment. 

South Africa's exports to 
African and Arab countries 
grew by 26 per cent to 9.6 
billion rand (S2.6 billion) in 
1994. the president told 
trade fair delegates from 45 
states grouping nearly a bil- 
lion people. 

“Our imports from these 
countries showed a notable 
increase of 47 per cent to 
reach a figure of 2.5 billion 
rand (685 million).*' Mr. 
Mandela said. 


“These rapid increases re- 
flect the immense potential 
for both trade and investment 
among our nations.” 

Mr. Mandela, working to 
attract foreign investment to 
South Africa to create badly 
needed jobs, said African 
and Arab countries needed to 
examine how the funds avail- 
able in some regions could be 
used most effectively for the 
benefit of all. 


“This is a challenge to busi- 
ness. as it is to governments, 
to ensure that we engage in 
ventures that will create jobs 
and see to socio-economic 


development and prosperity 
in ail our countries.” he said. 


Organisation of African 
Unity (OAU) Secretary- 
General Salim Ahmad Sali’m 
described Africa as the new 
land of opportunities. 

“The combination of Arab 
World market savvy, finan- 
cial resoruces and Africa's 
natural resources should cre- 
ate a great economic force of 
pur two regions." he said. 


Algeria’s FIS leaders reportedly 
reject further talks with regime 


PARIS (AFP) — The top 
two leaders of Algeria's mili- 
tant Islamic movement 'have 
rejected forther calks with the 
government while they yre- 
main behind bars, and 'be- 
cause they say “real power" 
Uk with the military, the 
London-based Arabic daily 
A1 Hayat said Monday. 

The paper said Abassi 
Madanai and Ali Belhadj. 
who have been in jail or 
under house arrest since June 
1991. “refuse to resume dia- 
logue” with the authorities 
despite two meetings held at 
dates unspecified in the re- 
port. 

Mr. Madani and Mr. 
Belhadj. who head the ban- 
ned Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS), said they would have 
no meetings with officials 
“who do not represent the 
real power,” in Algeria and 
would have no further talks 
on the country's political fu- 
ture “as long as they are kept 
in jail.” 

A1 Hayat said a first meet- 
ing between the two FIS lead- 
ers and officials of the 
military-backed regime took 
place at the home of the local 
militarv commander in Bltda. 


south of Algiers where Mr. 
Macfani and Mr. Belhadj 
■ 'were returned to prison after 
a period under house arrest 
from September to Novem- 
ber 1994. 

Mr. Madani and Mr. 
Belhadj had talks on that 
occasion wjth generals 
Mohammad Bechine and 
Tayeb Derradji who are both 
acMsers to President Liamine 
Zeroual. the report said. 

A second meeting was held 
with the same two officials 
inside Blida military prison. 
Al Hayat said Mr. .Madani 
and Mr. Belhadj had then 
refiised to shake hands with 
the two generals claiming the 
^vemment was “playing for 
time and seeking to sow divi- 
sion among the Islamic mili- 
tants. '* 

Mr. Madani and Mr. 
Belhadj demanded to talk to 
“the real power in the coun- 
try," which, according to the 
FIS, lies with army chief 
General Mqhammad Lamari. 


major generals Tawfia 
■ ier 


yMediene, gendarmerie chier 
Abbas Ghezalel and former 


Defence Minister Khaled 
Nezzar. 

According to the author- 


ities. a series of meetings 
between representatives of 
Mr. Zerouai and the two 
detained FIS leaders, notably 
in May and June, achiev^ 
nothing due to the “imrana- 
gence” of Mr. Madani and 
Mr. Belhadj who refused to 
call for an end to violence by 
militants fighting to set up an 
Islamic state. 

Suspected militants have 
murdei^ two attorneys and 
a married couple in Algeria 
over the past few days, news- 
papers reported here Mon- 
day. 

One of the attorneys was 
kidnapped at the weekend as 
he was heading to his home in 
Blida. His body was found by 
police on Saturday. 

It was unclear how the 
second attorney was killed. 

The daily Le Matin said the 
two other, victims were a 
“taleb” or talismanic writer 
and his wife, who were killed 
Friday by an armed aroup 
near the eastern town of Be- 
jaya. 

Several fonune tellers have 
been killed by Algerian fun- 
damentalist groups who ac- 
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Minister 
apologises for 
poking fun at 
Pope 


WELLINGTON. New 

Zealand (.AP) — A cablet 

minister has apoldgLsco for 
poking fun at Pope John 
Paul II :ind Prime Minister 
Jim Bolger, who is Roman 
Catholic, during a radio 
talk show. New Zealand’s 
C-ithoIic Church, along 
with the Pope’s diplomatic 
a-pre.sentative. complained 
after Tourism Minister 
John Bunks conduct^ an 
imerv'iew Sunday with a 
caller who claimed to be 
the Pontiff, complete with 
fake Polish accent Many 
listeners complained. Mr. 
Banks hosts the show 
evcr>- Sunday morning. 
His hardline conservative 
comments regularly stir up 
controversy. Mr, Bolger, 
who needs Mr. Banks' sup- 
port to maintain a slim par- 
liameniai>' majority 
stay in office, has consis- 
tently refused 10 -rebuke 
him publicly. In the past, 
Mr. Bolger has said he 
never listens to the pro- 
gramme bccau.se he's usu- 
ally in church on Sundays. 
During the fake interview, 
Mr, Bilks the phony 
Pope 10 award Mr. Bolger 
dispensation to skip mass 
so he could listen in. Nlr. 
Banks apologised in a six- 
paragniph statement 
Monday. He said the call 
was “harmless good flm. 
and I believe His Holiness 
would regard it as such.*' 
Church .spolteswoman 
Lyndvay Freer said the 
church* is considering 
suing Mr. Banks or com- 
plaining to the broadcast- 
ing standards authority. 
She denounced the spoof 
as "deeply offensive'* and 
an “appalling lack of judg- 
roenc.” 


Tourists get skin 
cancer warning in 
Sydney 

SYDNEY (AFP) — 
Visitors are to be warned 
uiwut the cancer dangers 
of Australia's top tourism 
asset — sunny weather a 
newspaper reported. 
“From next month, tour 
operators and resorts will 
band out 240,000 
brochures to tourists as . 
they arrive at airports and 
hotels around Australia, - 
warning them to avoid the 
sun or risk contracting ' 
deadly skin cancer,” ' 
reported the Sun Herald, 
“’^e new brochures, fund- 
ed by cancer councils 
around Australia, advise 
tourists to take a siesta in 
the middle of the day,” it 
said. Sun, sand and surf 
feature prominentiy in 
Australian tourism cam- 
paigns abroad. Apart from 
advocatiug a midday sies- 
ta, the brochores also rec- . 
ommeod sunscreen, hats 
and tightly woven cloth- 
ing, the newspaper report- 
ed. The Cancer Coun^ of 
New South Wales could 
not be immediately 
reached for comment oa w 
the report Australia has 
the world's highest rate of 
melanoma, the deadliest 
fonn of skin cancer. In 
1994-95, a record 3.5 mil- 
Uon foreigners visited 
Australia, up 11 per cent 
on the previous year. Top 
visitor countries were 
j£^an. New Zealand, ' 
Britain, the United States' 
and Singapore. 


Mrs. Mitterrand 


admires Mrs. 


Clinton 


PARIS (AP) — Danielle 
Mitterra^ admires Hillary 
Rodham Clinton as a peo- 
ple person. The wife of the 
former French president 
said that Mrs. Clinton is **a 
woman who is committed, 
who likes others, who likes 
community, who likes 
mankind." Mrs. Mitteiraod 
never shied from contro- 
versy, during the 14-year . 
presidency of her Socialist w 
husband, Francois. She 
founded a human-rights 
group that rankled foreign 
governments with its vo^ 
support for dissi^nts and 
ethnic minorities. 
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